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Sindh’s resplendent peacock gained 
widespread popularity as a central 
motif in decorative art and amongst 
ceramic craftsmen in Hala and Nasarpur. 
It is believed that during the Kalhora 
and Talpur periods the peacock motif 
migrated southwards from Uzbekistan 
and westwards from the adjoining 
Rajasthan princely states, creating a 
unique cultural osmosis culminating 
in the popular folk song Mor Tho Tillay 
Rana, which compares a small child 
strutting to the gait of a majestic 
peacock, elevating the beloved creature 
to its status as a potent and dynamic 
symbol that represents Sindh province.
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“ONe wOulD fIND SINDH gOVerNmeNt’S 
perfOrmaNce mucH better aND effectIVe tHaN 

tHat Of OtHer prOVINceS”

S
INDH Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah is one of the few 
legislators who have been a member of the Sindh Assembly 
for the last more than two decades. With ancestors 
and forefathers from Jamshoro, he was born, schooled 
and groomed in Karachi and graduated from the NED 
University of Engineering and Technology in the mid-1980s. 
After serving as a government official at Water and Power 

Development Authority (Wapda), Hyderabad Development Authority, 
Port Qasim Authority and Karachi Fish Harbour Authority, he opted 
for higher education and left for the United States where he obtained 
two masters’ degrees in engineering economics and civil and structural 
engineering from the Stanford University in the 1990s.

The son of Abdullah Shah, the Sindh chief minister from October 1993 
to November 1996 and a close confidante of the then prime minister 
Benazir Bhutto, Mr. Shah is one of few legislators in the country known 
for his grip on constitutional affairs. He was first elected to the Sindh 
Assembly in 2002 as a member of the Pakistan People’s Party. After 
winning the same constituency in 2008, he was appointed as the minister 
for irrigation in Syed Qaim Ali Shah’s first stint as the chief minister. He 
was re-elected in 2013 as well and appointed as the provincial finance 
minister. In July 2016, he was elected as the 24th Chief Minister of Sindh.

Considered to be from the young cadre of the ruling Pakistan People’s 
Party (PPP), Mr. Shah while serving as the Sindh CM for almost six years, 
also holds the portfolios of the home and finance ministries. In an interview 
with Dawn, the 59-years-old Sindh CM touched upon various issues 
ranging from provincial autonomy to law and order to the upcoming local 
government elections and his vision for the future of the province. And, of 
course, “the lost level of comfort,” when it came to dealing with the Centre.

Q. Your party is enjoying its third consecutive term in power in Sindh. 
How would you sum up the achievements of the PPP-led government in 
these more-than-13-year rule?

A. It was in February 2008 when the PPP came to power both in the 
centre and here in Sindh. It was the time when Pakistan was facing so 
many challenges … the country had also received one of the worst shocks 
of its history due to the loss of Benazir Bhutto who had been assassinated 
a few months ago. That was the time when democracy was restored 
after some nine years of dictatorial rule. It was the time when the PPP 
leadership, mainly Asif Ali Zardari, announced the policy of reconciliation. 
On account of that policy, we initiated a process to set up an inclusive 
government with the representation of all political and democratic forces. 
If you remember, we had initially set up a coalition government with 
Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N) in the Centre even though that 
partnership couldn’t last long. Finally, we made an alliance with other 
parties like the Muttahida Qaumi Movement and the Awami National 
Party (ANP) to set up governments both in the Centre and here in Sindh. 
One must understand that it was not our [PPP’s] need to take other parties 
on board to form the government. We still did so because of our policy of 
reconciliation and bringing political harmony in the country, which had 
been facing immense challenges. From that difficult year, we have achieved 
several milestones. It was the first government that came into being on the 
foundation of reconciliation. Then one by one you see the steps that were 
taken by the PPP-led setup. The Sindh and other provincial governments 
were strengthened through the passage of the 18th Amendment in 2010. 
These are only some administrative and legislative areas that I have 

mentioned. On the other hand, like infrastructure development, social 
development programmes and energising business activities, there is a 
long list of numerous projects and initiatives carried out in these years 
[2008-2022]. We now have a network of highways which is connecting this 
province [Sindh] with others and we have also carried out massive reforms 
in the social sector. From agriculture to law enforcement and from energy 
development to creating an investment-friendly atmosphere, one would 
find Sindh government’s performance much better and effective than that 
of other provinces. To mention a few achievements, I would refer to the 
restoration of peace in Karachi and some rural parts of Sindh which were 
notorious for crime. Karachi once was ranked as the sixth most dangerous 
city in the world and now it has descended to 124th. Then there’s the Thar 
coal project, from where the output will double 7.6m tonnes per annum 
by June. Then there’s a collection of sales tax on services, devolved to the 
province under the 18th Amendment. It stood at Rs25 billion in 2011 and 
now it is touching the Rs150 billion mark. There are only a few examples. 
This all has come with effort, dedication, sacrifices and resolve of the PPP 
government which believes that people are the fountainhead of power.

 
Q. What major challenges do you find while governing the province 

when you have another party ruling at the Centre?
A.  We have been in power in the province with a different government 

in the centre since 2013. First, it was PML-N at the Centre and now it is 

the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI). Frankly speaking, the past three years 
have been very tough for me and my government. We have a history of 
differences with the PML-N over ideology, way of governance and many 
other things. We had a series of disputes on many issues and sometimes 
they were very serious over the period of their [PML-N] rule at the Centre 
[2013-2018]. But let me be very clear that there was a level of comfort 
despite all these differences which one chief minister should have with 
the prime minister. Unfortunately, during the past three years, that level of 
comfort has been lost. Being the chief minister of one of the key provinces, 
I have not talked much with the prime minister directly. And this, I think, 
is very unfortunate for the overall governance system of the country.

 
Q. We have seen years of violence and bloodshed in Karachi before 

peace was restored to a large extent in 2015. Can you please share how 
was it really made possible?

A. I always believe that few things are beyond one’s political or 
personal interest. That’s the spirit that my party has always tried to 
convey to other political players and national institutions. The efforts on 
these lines began in 2014 when the Army Public School in Peshawar was 
attacked, undoubtedly one of the worst national tragedies. It brought all 
institutions and stakeholders on one page. Before that, we had tried our 
best as a political party and then as a government but consensus with 
all stakeholders couldn’t develop due to different reasons. However, the 
operation to this effect was launched in Karachi after the APS attack 
and it started yielding results. Then came 2016, the year when those who 
were blamed for the violence in Karachi admitted to their mistakes and 
announced to disassociate themselves from this way of politics. So the 
peace, I must say, came with due consensus of all stakeholders, great 
sacrifices of our law-enforcement agencies, including police and Rangers, 
and with developing political maturity among the political parties. But 
let me make it very clear, we still face immense security challenges due 
to the present geo-political circumstances. The situation in Afghanistan 
always remains a key factor in defining peace in Karachi and we 
have witnessed in the past that whenever there’s any law and order 
vulnerability in Balochistan, it reflects in Karachi. So in this situation, we 
have to stay vigilant and alert.

 
Q. Being the second largest province of Pakistan where the country’s 

business capital is located, what efforts have been made by your 
government to develop other cities in the province to attract investment 
and become more investment-friendly?

A. I personally feel that Sindh has immense potential to contribute in 
a big way towards the country’s overall industrial production. We have a 
very comprehensive plan to boost industrial activity. Since these projects 
are so massive, they take time to become operational. For instance, the 
construction work of Dhabeji Industrial Zone (DIZ) is on the cards. I 
hope that it starts in July under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) and it is likely to fetch US $5 billion investment besides the 
creation of more than 200,000 jobs. This zone is being developed on over 
1,500 acres, while the Sindh government has promised to provide extra 
land for the zone’s extension because we see hundreds of investors eager 
to set up their units here. When completed, it would be a big achievement 
as we expect that big businesses will relocate their industries here, since 
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Murad Ali Shah, Chief Minister Sindh, is seated at his office at 
Chief Minister House, Karachi.
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tHe 
SpOKeSmaN 

fOr 
SINDH gOVt

T
HE Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), 
which has been at the helm of affairs 
in Sindh for nearly 14 years, often takes 
the blame for the many woes that ail 
the province, especially related to 
education, law and order, water and 
infrastructure.

Is the Sindh government incompetent or is it unwilling? 
Does the federal government also have to play a role in 
the province’s development? What’s PPP’s vision in this 
regard? Are there any development projects ongoing in 
the province, particularly in its capital Karachi?

We recently sat with Sindh Information Minister Saeed 
Ghani to get the answers, as the idiom goes, straight from 
the horse’s mouth.

Q: As a spokesman for the Sindh government, how 
would you define its vision?

Saeed Ghani: The PPP has always come to power 
through people and for the people. So, our vision is very 
clear and it’s not about today or about this government. 
We have a history of half a century to carry this vision.

We govern for the people. We govern to bring ease to 
their lives. We believe that this strategy will help the 
common man prosper and ultimately lead to national 
progress. This is the party that has always propagated 
that “Islam is our religion; democracy is our politics; 
socialism is our economy; and power lies with the 
people.”

The Sindh government wants the province to lead 
others and bring opportunities for its people through 
exploiting the immense potential that lies here.

Let me share with you a few things that actually 
define our vision. When we came to power in 1993, the 
security situation was bad, not only in Karachi but across 
the province. That was the time when the government 
decided to restore law and order. We faced a similar 
situation when the PPP formed the federal government 
in 2008. A large part of rural Sindh was a no-go area. 
Acting according to our vision, we first decided to restore 
the writ of the law and we succeeded.

During the same tenure, we again faced a deteriorating 
law and order situation in Karachi. We took up that 
challenge as well and successfully rid the city of criminal 
elements.

Similarly, we also worked a lot on the development 
side as well. We often get the blame that we didn’t 
develop the transport system in Karachi. That’s simply 
not true, but I don’t want to go down that road. Let’s 
see the issue from a completely different perspective.

Citizens across Pakistan are witness to the massive 
development of the health sector in Sindh. They have 
seen major new hospitals and the modernisation of 
public sector health facilities, which have revolutionised 
the healthcare system in the province.

So, if we do agree that we don’t have a project like 
Punjab’s Orange Line in Sindh, we can proudly say 
that we have this massive free healthcare system. If 
we people have a choice, which one would they prefer? 
They would definitely go for health. I am not giving any 
excuse. I am just giving an example of development and 
our priorities.

At the same time, we are also developing a transport 
system here and you will soon see progress in this regard.

In the education sector, we kept things at a fast pace 
to achieve the desired results. It was probably the first 
time in the history of Pakistan that we have appointed 
50,000 teachers solely on merit from all over Sindh just 
to bridge the gap. We have the honour to inaugurate a 
cadet college for girls [Bakhtawar Cadet College for 
Girls in Shaheed Benazirabad] in the province.

Sindh is far ahead when it comes to social development, 
institutional reforms and public service. It’s the only 
province where labour laws were designed solely for 
protecting labour rights, where farmers now enjoy legal 
cover to set up their unions. The same goes with the 
rights of home-based workers, who are now recognised 
as labour, and it’s the achievement of this government. 
So, things are improving and they are improving fast.

Q: You have also served as the minister of local bodies 
and education and thus have a much better idea of several 
governance issues. We often hear about a growing water 
crisis, with Karachi being a primary example. What’s this 

problem and where does the solution lie?
A. When we talk about the water crisis, we only limit it 

to Karachi. There’s no denying the city is facing a water 
issue. However, a much larger crisis is faced by people 
living in rural parts of Sindh.

The accord of water distribution with other provinces 
is based on the historical use of water. Sindh is the most 
aggrieved in this case since the accord doesn’t guarantee 
the minimum environmental flow of river waters 
through the province and into the sea. There’s a global 
phenomenon that those who are towards the tail end of 
any reserve enjoy more rights on the water than others.

Then we are witnessing a growing sea erosion. More 
than 3.5 million acres of land in the coastal areas of 
Sindh, especially Thatta and Badin districts, have already 
vanished due to this phenomenon. Sea intrusion is a 
threat to people living near the delta. Rising sea level is 
another cause of concern for us and missing sustainable 
flows in the river have, indeed, made matters worse.

As for Karachi, the Greater Karachi Bulk Water Supply 
Scheme — commonly known as the K-IV water project — 
was initiated to supply bulk water to the megacity from 
its source at Keenjhar Lake located in Thatta district.

Progress of work remained slow on this project due to 
various reasons and none of them was directly related to 
the Sindh government. Sometimes there was a flaw in 
the design by the consultant and sometimes there was an 
objection from one stakeholder or the other. The federal 
government decided in 2020 to implement it through the 
Water and Power Development Authority (Wapda). Still, 
the Sindh government would have a much larger role in 
water supply when it starts functioning.

On our end, we are making all arrangements and 
efforts to resolve this crisis. We have even built several 
small dams in the province. With the collaboration of 
the World Bank, we have launched the Sindh Resilience 
Project (SRP). This is a project for the construction of 
small rainwater-fed recharge dams to address drought 
and flash flooding risks in selected areas with a view to 
strengthening capacity to manage natural disasters.

Under the project, emergency and rescue services will 
be operationalised at divisional headquarters in Karachi, 
Hyderabad, Sukkur, Shaheed Benazirabad, Mirpurkhas 
and Larkana. We are playing our part, but as can you see, 
this issue requires contribution from every stakeholder 
at the same pace to achieve the desired results.

Q: Earlier, you mentioned the Sindh government’s 
efforts for bringing reforms in key areas of social 
development as its major achievement. What efforts 
have been made from your side for energising 
business activities in the province where you have 
the business capital of the country, i.e. Karachi?

A. It was the vision of Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir 
Bhutto who conceived the idea of public-private 
partnerships. The government always doesn’t enjoy 
those financial and logistic resources which are 
required to achieve certain targets, but it can facilitate 
the projects, ensure security and keep transparency.

So, with this idea we brought several policies that 
have not only expedited the business activities in the 
province but also lifted the national economy.

The Thar coal project is a true example of such a 
partnership. The Thar coal block-I project comprises a 
7.8-million-tonne-per-annum (Mtpa) open-pit coal mine 
and the installation of a 1.3-gigawatt ultra-supercritical 
coal-fired power plant.

Only a few months ago, the Sindh government 
approved Phase-III Coal Mine Expansion Project in 
Thar at an estimated cost of Rs15.8 billion to excavate 
12.2 million tonnes of coal annually to generate 1,980 
megawatts, which will save $420 million foreign 
exchange being spent on coal imports.

The third phase would reduce coal price to $27 per 
tonne, making it the cheapest baseload fuel in the country 
and the Central Power Purchasing Agency (CPPA) basket 
tariff will reduce by Rs0.49 to Rs15.05 per kilowatt-hour by 
saving consumers Rs60bn annually. On top of it, the Sindh 
government will receive Rs10bn in royalties each year. In 
the end, our national economy would benefit from all this.

Q: You are a Karachiite. You have seen politics from 
grassroots level before rising to the provincial cabinet, 
where you are now a key member. Lately, Karachi has 

been the centre of criticism for its fast-deteriorating 
infrastructure due to a lack of local government system 
and poor governance. Being a spokesman for the Sindh 
government, how would you respond to this criticism?

A. I must say that all those political parties that 
are right now exploiting this Karachi situation are 
unfortunately igniting the politics of ethnicity because 
peaceful Karachi doesn’t suit them. It doesn’t serve the 
purpose for their ethnic politics. And this is where the 
PPP stands out because it never believes in ethnicity 
and it always talks about unity and federation.

Moving forward, I would say that those who claim 
that Karachi is deliberately neglected only show you 
one side of the picture. Let me share with you a very  
sketchy development programme for Karachi alone 
that the Sindh government is executing these days.

Almost all formalities have been made to initiate the 
Red Line bus rapid transit (BRT) project at the cost of 
Rs66 billion. This project is around a 29-km corridor, 
extending from Model Colony in Malir to the Mazar-i-
Quaid and Jinnah Avenue, where it will intersect at 
Numaish with the Green Line corridor.

The route of the Red Line project will pass through 
13 major intersections and a total of 24 bus stops will be 
located along the route with entry and exit points. Ten 
overhead bridges and seven underpasses have also been 
included in the BRT’s plan.

Similarly, another BRT project is the Yellow Line, 
where the Sindh government is spending Rs61 billion.

Under a project named CLICK (Competitive and 
Livable City of Karachi), some Rs33 is being spent. This 
project is improving the operational functionality of 
the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC), district 
municipal corporations (DMCs) and District Council 
Karachi. One component of the project relates to 
improving the urban property tax system.

The Sindh government also spends Rs57 billion 
annually on the provincial health system, which is 
based in Karachi. The federal government’s health card 
programme was launched at a one-time cost of around 
Rs400 billion with a limited free treatment for every 
patient. In Sindh, we are spending Rs57 billion every 
year and offering free treatment without any limit to 
people from all over Pakistan. g

“SINDH IS far aHeaD wHeN It cOmeS tO SOcIal 
DeVelOpmeNt, INStItutIONal refOrmS aND publIc SerVIce”

Saeed gHaNI, SINdH INfoRMaTIoN aNd laboUR MINISTeR, SpeaKS To dawN aboUT How HIS goveRNMeNT IS UNloCKINg THe fUll poTeNTIal of SINdH, wHeTHeR IT IS IN TeRMS of 
IMpRovINg THe HealTH, edUCaTIoN, poweR aNd TRaNSpoRT SeCToRS, oR THe law aNd oRdeR SITUaTIoN.
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G
OVERNANCE is no easy matter. 
You have to take a lot of flak for 
your actions — and more so for 
inaction. But the show must go on.

A case in point is the Sindh 
government, which remains in the 
spotlight for both right and wrong 

reasons ranging from health and education, labour 
rights to underdevelopment and law and order.

So, is the provincial administration taking any 
measures to address these issues? We recently sat 
with a key member of the provincial administration 
to get answers straight from the horse’s mouth.

Abdul Rasheed Solangi is serving as the secretary 
information and archives department of the Sindh 
government. With almost three decades of experience in 
civil service, Mr Solangi is one of those senior members 
of the Sindh bureaucracy who have always been at the 
helm of the affairs of key provincial departments.

Before assuming charge as the secretary information 
and archives department a few months ago, he actively 
headed the provincial government’s labour and human 
resources department in the same capacity.

In a recent interview with Dawn, Mr Solangi explains 
how the Sindh government in different key sectors is 
making progress and bringing reforms in the provincial 
administration for human and social development.

Q: What are Sindh government’s major areas of 
achievement over the past decade?

A. Abdul Rasheed Solangi: There are so many 
things that I personally feel put Sindh at much 
a better place in terms of social development, 

institutional reforms and public service than other 
provinces. But here I would share only those which 
have already proved these facts.

While serving as the provincial information 
secretary, an official mouthpiece or spokesman 
for the government, we enjoy an advantage to see 
things more closely and 
differently than any 
other department.

Years of planning, 
deliberations and 
decisions have started 
yielding benefits to the 
people of the province. 
From the health system 
to labour policies and 
human rights to law 
enforcement, you would 
find most of the key 
areas of governance 
performing at their best.

Q: We often hear about 
claims that Sindh’s health 
system is unmatched 
across Pakistan and that 
the province’s healthcare 
system actually serves the entire country. How would 
you prove these claims?

A. If you visit the website of the Sindh health 
department, you will find the slogan that says, “Health 
for All”. It doesn’t say, “Health for all Sindh people.” 
The province offers health to all people from across 

the country. So, it’s not just a claim, it’s a success, a 
ground reality.

In the past decade, the Sindh government has 
been the only provincial administration in Pakistan 
that has revolutionised its health system. After the 
devolution of power to the provinces in the wake of 

the 18th Amendment, 
the vision of the 
provincial government 
to make the country’s 
strongest and most 
effective health system 
started turning true.

The NICVD 
[National Institute of 
Cardiovascular Diseases] 
is the only hospital in 
the country providing 
cardiac treatment free 
of cost. Only last year, 
more than 1.9 million 
patients benefited from 
its medical services, 
including angioplasty 
and bypass procedure, for 
free from the NICVD.

The CyberKnife 
Robotic Radiosurgery centre at the JPMC [Jinnah 
Postgraduate Medical Centre] is the only centre in the 
world that provides free treatment to cancer patients. 
It’s solely funded by the Sindh government and treats 
patients from all over Pakistan.

Similarly, only a few months ago, one of the most 

advanced forms of radiation therapy — Gamma Knife 
— that uses multiple focused beams of high dose 
radiation to treat lesions in the brain was installed 
and inaugurated at the Ojha campus of the Dow 
University of Health Sciences [DUHS].

Our Gambat Liver Transplant Centre offers free 
liver transplants to those who cannot generate the 
money to pay for the treatment. Liver transplant 
surgery is one of the high-end and costliest 
procedures and most of those who need it can’t afford 
it. Therefore, the Sindh government is here to provide 
cost-effective liver transplant surgery by some of the 
most competent, skilled and dedicated professionals.

Q: You mentioned Sindh government’s labour 
policies. What significant steps have been made to 
protect labour rights in the province and how are they 
being ensured?

A. I would start with Sindh Home-Based Workers 
Act, 2018. This is the first law that was passed to 
protect the rights of home-based workers. Pakistan 
lags behind when it comes to the rights of home-
based workers, and you would be surprised to know 
that they were not even formally recognised as labour. 
There’s hardly any data and numbers about this 
workforce. No one cared about them and they were 
among those labourers who were exploited the most.

In November 2016, the Sindh government 
introduced the first-ever policy for labourers working 
at home. The policy was aimed at recognising and 
accepting the rights of home-based workers through 

abdUl RaSHeed SolaNgI, SeCReTaRy, INfoRMaTIoN aNd aRCHIveS depaRTMeNT, THe SINdH goveRNMeNT, SpeaKS To IMRaN ayUb aboUT THe 
goveRNMeNT’S MajoR aCCoMplISHMeNTS dURINg HIS TeNURe.

Abdul Rasheed Solangi, Secretary, Information and 
Archives Department, in the midst of conversation at 
his office in Karachi.
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“tHere are free treatmeNt facIlItIeS fOr Heart DISeaSe aND 
caNcer. lIVer traNSplaNtatION IS free. NOwHere IN tHe 

cOuNtry are SucH facIlItIeS aVaIlable fOr free”

By Tahir Siddiqui

S
INDH Minister for Local Government 
Syed Nasir Hussain Shah says the pro-
vincial government is carrying out devel-
opment work despite serious financial 
constraints due to a cut in the province’s 
share of funds by the federal government. 

He says uplift projects in the prov-
ince, particularly in Karachi, were initiated as per 
the vision of Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman 
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, who wants to develop not 
only Sindh but the entire country. 

Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah and his team 
have also been putting a lot of effort in this regard, 
Nasir Shah says. 

“However, we are facing a lot of financial difficul-
ties, as funds received from the federation continue 
to decline, with Sindh’s share going down 25 to 30 
per cent every year,” he laments.

Recalling that the National Finance Commission 
(NFC) was formed by former president Asif Ali 
Zardari in 2010, Nasir Shah deplores that subse-
quent governments have failed to uphold it. “Despite 
all this, development work is being carried out across 
Sindh,” he says, adding that while several uplift proj-
ects have been completed, most of the 900 ongoing 
schemes are likely to be completed by June this year. 
He says 260 of these projects are for Karachi alone, 
and 40 of them will be completed by June.

The local government minister says there is always 
a hue and cry by PPP rivals in the media that the 
Sindh government was not doing anything for the bet-
terment and development of the province. “So, what’s 
the reason that after 2008 our seats in 2013 and 2018 
elections have increased?” he wonders.

While he concedes that the PPP got a sympathy vote 
in 2008 after the martyrdom of its leader and former 
prime minister Benazir Bhutto, he insists that the par-
ty bagged more seats in Sindh in 2018 because of the 
development work it carried out across the province. 
“People have been provided with the required facili-
ties and their problems are being resolved,” he says. 

Responding to criticism by PPP’s rivals that the 
party hasn’t done anything for Karachi and most up-
lift projects, including bridges and underpasses, were 
completed by a former city mayor, Nasir Shah insists 
that the city’s infrastructure has been considerably im-
proved because of PPP’s efforts. “Just take a look and 
tell me how many overhead bridges and underpasses 
have been built here since 2008 and before,” he says.  

Roads built in the past used to get damaged due 
to leaking sewerage and water supply lines, he says, 
adding that major roads are now being built in such a 
proper manner that there is no such problem. 

Talking about Sindh’s health sector, the local gov-
ernment minister says people from across the coun-
try are enjoying such health facilities here that “can’t 
be imagined in other provinces”. 

“There are free treatment facilities for heart dis-
eases and cancer. Liver transplantation is free. No-
where in the country such a facility is available for 
free. People from Sindh and other provinces come 
here and seek treatment,” he adds.

He says the provincial government has also 
launched several programmes for poverty allevi-
ation, supporting people under the Sindh Rural 
Support Organisation (SRSO). “Nearly one million 
families have been rehabilitated with the organisa-
tion’s help. It’s a success story. Also, 90 per cent of the 
loaned amount has been recovered,” he says, adding 
that the programme was being expanded and now 
being rolled out in cities as well.

He says all districts of Sindh are included in the 
SRSO. “Work is also being done by other agencies 
and now a mechanism is being introduced so that 
people can get the facilities they already have by 
improving old infrastructure,” he says. “For instance, 
there is a severe issue of potable water in rural areas. 

Big motors used at pumping stations have not been 
replaced for around 60 to 70 years. They have now 
been replaced and their capacity has increased.”

The minister says the provincial government is 
also building small dams to make rainwater usable.

He says the Sindh government has made a signifi-
cant effort to establish special economic zones across 
the province, which will help create a large number 
of jobs. “A lot of work has been done in the economic 
zones. Right now, we have the Dhabeji Economic Zone, 
which is a part of the CPEC,” he says, referring to the 
multibillion-dollar China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. 

Besides, industrial and economic zones are also be-
ing set up in other parts of the province, including 
Khairpur and Larkana.

For instance, a big project power generation project 
is operational in Thar. “We can proudly say that Thar 
would change the country — the way it is working 
there, the way people have got jobs there,” he says and 
adds that huge foreign investment has been made in 

the area. Electricity being generated from Thar is the 
cheapest and will serve the whole country, he says. 

“The road from Karachi to Thar is excellent and 
gives a good first impression. The airport in Islamkot 
has been made by the Sindh government so that for-
eign investors could easily travel to Thar. We have a 
lot of power projects in the energy sector, but Sindh 
is the only province that has provided its transmis-
sion system. We have provided a complete transmis-
sion system to K-Electric from Nooriabad,” he says.

On the Safe City Project for Karachi — under 
which 10,000 CCTV cameras will be installed in the 
city — the minister says: “There has been no delay 
on our part. It’s a matter of record. Now the project 
has been outsourced properly to the National Radio 
and Telecommunication Corporation (NRTC), which 
has already started working on the project.”

On the provincial tax collecting machinery, Nasir 
Shah says the Sindh government has the best per-
formance in this regard thanks to its institutions like 

the Sindh Revenue Board (SRB) and the excise and 
taxation department. “We have improved our tax col-
lection system so that money should go to the govern-
ment’s coffers instead of someone else’s pocket. The 
provincial institutions have even collected a couple 
of taxes on behalf of the federal government because 
provincial government’s recovery of taxes is far bet-
ter than those working in the centre,” he says.

The minister says the provincial government has 
launched several projects for garbage disposal across 
the province, including Karachi, through the Sindh 
Solid Waste Management Board (SSWMB).

Two agreements of solid waste management oper-
ation were signed with Chinese and Spanish firms 
for lifting and dumping 3,500 tonnes of garbage from 
Korangi and central districts. “Under the agree-
ment, the Chinese firm will install a 40-megawatt 
waste-to-energy plant and also establish another 
plant to produce solid waste management-related 
machinery in Karachi,” he says. g
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Murad Ali Shah, Chief Minister Sindh at his office in Karachi.
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Dhabeji is close to the Karachi and Bin 
Qasim ports. Then we are also developing 
Larkana Industrial Estate which I believe 
is a precursor to the economic and social 
change in the area. The industrial estate 
has been established over an area of 500 
acres in Deh Samano, Bakrani taluka, in 
Larkana district. It is being set up at a cost 
of Rs2.4 billion and has 94 industrial plots, 
each measuring an acre, 20 commercial 
plots of 1,000 square yards each and 
95.41 acres earmarked for other facilities.

 
Q. There’s always a debate over the 

effectiveness of the 18th Amendment. You 
have been in power for more than a decade 
in the province that enjoys the most benefits 
under this amendment. How would you 
respond to all the criticism over the 18th 
amendment?

A. We need to understand that strong 
provinces make a strong Pakistan. If a 
province weakens, it would ultimately 
weaken the federation. So when we talk 
about the 18th Amendment it’s not about 
only Sindh, it is about all provinces of the 
country. The 18th Amendment and the 
parliament are the lifelines that hold the 
federation together. Provincial autonomy 
was, in fact, the cornerstone of Pakistan 
movement. Sindh was among the provinces 
that led the Pakistan movement. It was the 
Sindh Assembly which had passed the first 
resolution demanding Pakistan.

In a true democratic system, provinces are 
the pillars of a strong federation and unless 
provinces function efficiently, the federation 
is bound to remain weak. We firmly believe 

that the guiding principle of Pakistan was 
to have provincial autonomy. Those who 
criticise are, in fact, unaware of the deep and 
lasting impact of provincial autonomy on any 
country’s democracy. With all due care and 
respect, I would request and suggest more 
steps to strengthen provincial autonomy 
instead of rolling back the 18th Amendment.

Q. It has been almost two years since the 
absence of any local bodies system in the 
province. This is the system that is often 
defined as the foundation of any democratic 
governance system. When can we expect 
local bodies’ elections in Sindh?

A. In this area, we are now almost 
ready. The time was consumed mostly 
on developing a consensual local bodies 
system and administrative affairs which 
was required to bring new local bodies in 
the province. Now, we don’t have any issues 
at our end as there were only legal and 
administrative formalities that took time. 
We took every political stakeholder onboard 
while drafting a proposed local government 
law. However, when it was passed by the 
Sindh Assembly some parties came up with 
serious objections and demanded a review. 
Then came the orders of the Supreme Court 
that also asked for certain amendments. 
We then carried out another exercise, 
and this time we took all the opposition 
parties on board to draft a local bodies 
law with consensus. After adjusting the 
demands of opposition parties, we have also 
incorporated all the amendments required 
by the apex court. Finally, in the Sindh 
Assembly, we have preferred to refer all this 
to the 19-member committee, in which nine 
members are from opposition parties. So 

that’s what democracy is: inclusivity despite 
political differences. With things quickly 
moving in the right direction, I hope the 
local bodies’ elections can be held in phases 
between May and June. 

Q. There’s always criticism of the education 
sector in Sindh. What plans do you have to 
reform this sector?

A. I would definitely agree that this is the 
area where we couldn’t achieve the desired 
results. But recently, we have chalked out a 
comprehensive strategy to address all the 
flaws and bring about swift improvements 
in the education sector. We have found the 
public-private partnership model to be a 
useful instrument for social development. 
We have demonstrated its success in the 
health sector. It is one area for which I 
can claim with confidence where we are 
ahead of any other province or even the 
programme being offered by the federal 
government. After the 18th Amendment, 
when major health centres, including 
the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre, 
National Institute of Cardiovascular Disease 
and National Institute of Child Health, were 
devolved and came under provincial control, 
we introduced the public-private partnership 
model. I believe that the use of this model 
has proved to be successful in improving the 
quality and service delivery of treatment at 
these hospitals. So we will employ the same 
method in the education sector to first enroll 
the out-of-school children. We are also hiring 
teachers with the help of private partners. 
The government has ensured transparency 
and merit in the recently held tests for 
the posts of junior elementary school and 
primary school teachers. g
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deSpITe SINdH’S pIvoTal Role IN THe MaKINg of paKISTaN, THe  pRovINCe’S developMeNT HaS laRgely beeN NegleCTed, 
wRITeS dR gHUlaM MUHaMMad laKHo.

B
EFORE Sir Charles Napier conquered Sindh in 
1843 A.D, Sindh had enjoyed the status of an almost 
independent sovereign state. After leading a successful 
military conquest of the province, Sir Charles was 
also appointed as its first Governor. One of his most 
notable decisions was to shift the provincial capital 
from Hyderabad to Karachi. Napier served as the 

governor for four years before he was asked to leave Sindh in 1847. 
His departure marked the end of the provincial status of Sindh, since 
it was later made part of the Bombay Presidency and put under the 
administrative control of a commissioner. 

Sindh regained its provincial status in 1936 under the Government 
of India Act. Sir Lancelot Graham, Sir Hugh Dow and Sir Francis 
Mudie came as Governors. Elections were held in 1937 with active 
participation of Sindh-based parties. Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah 
was elected as the first chief minister, followed by Allah Bakhsh 
Soomro and Mir Bandeh Ali Khan Talpur. However, despite the 
elected government, the British governor’s influence on Sindh’s 
administration remained strong. 

The first reference in Sindh to partition and the creation of a 
separate homeland for Muslims is believed to have been made by 
Shaikh Abdul Majid. While addressing the annual meeting of the 
All-India Muslim League (AIML) in Karachi in 1938, Majid spoke in 
support of a separate country for Muslims of the subcontinent. This 
was among the initial events that helped the AIML make inroads in 
Sindh. 

In the decade preceding the partition of India in 1947, a number 
of significant events in Sindh shaped the politics of India. Sindh’s 
was the first legislative assembly in the subcontinent to pass a 
resolution – moved by GM Syed who had by then become the Sindh 
AIML president – in support of the Pakistan Movement on March 3, 
1943. This was mere days before Pir Pagaro, the leader of the Hurr 
movement, was killed by the British Army on March 20, 1943. Then 
on May 14, 1943, nationalist politician Allah Bakhsh Soomro – who 
served twice as the province’s chief minister – was assassinated in 
Shikarpur. 

This helped fuel anti-British sentiments in the region and sway 
public opinion in favour of the proposed partition. A number of Hindu-
Muslim conflicts, such as the one in Sukkur’s Manzilgah mosque, also 
played a part.  

A few years later, however, then AIML Sindh president, GM 
Syed, felt that the party was not living up to the promises made to 
the people of the province and developed differences with Jinnah. 
Elections were held again in January 1946 and the AIML emerged 
victorious in Sindh with 28 seats. Unhappy with the results, Governor 
Sir Francis Mudie dissolved the Sindh Assembly to achieve some 
political targets. Re-election was held in December of the same year, 
however, the AIML could not maintain in earlier position. 

Pakistan came into being on August 14, 1947. Muhammad Ali Jinnah 
became its first Governor General and Liaquat Ali Khan the first 
Prime Minister. On August 11, 1947, Jinnah addressed the Legislative 
Assembly and laid down the guiding principles for a new constitution 
of the future government. Within a year of the creation of Pakistan, 
however, Jinnah passed away. His untimely death created a political 
vacuum that is to this day is filled with the diabolical relationship 
between the civilian and non-civilian bureaucracy.

Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah was appointed as the first Governor 
of Sindh and Mohammad Ayub Khuhro was elected as the Chief 
Minister. The political differences that had marred the province 
before partition, sprung up again. The federal government put 

pressure on Ayub Khuhro to hand over Karachi to the Centre and shift 
the provincial capital to another city. Tension on the political front 
was precipitated by riots following the arrival of refugees from India. 
Ayub Khuhro refused for transfer Karachi to the Centre and dealt with 
rioters with an iron fist, leading to his sacking and the appointment of 
Pir Illahi Bakhsh as the second Chief Minister of Sindh. 

As expected, Pir Illahi Bux was more accommodating to the federal 
government’s requirements and agreed to shift control of Karachi 
to the Centre. Hence, Karachi became the first capital of Pakistan. 
Though Sindhi parliamentarians initially opposed this move but 
were made to accept the decision. Thus, the province which led the 
struggle for the independence of Pakistan was made a fugitive in its 
own territory. 

The Centre took another major decision to undermine 
provincial authority when in 1955 all western provinces were 
amalgamated into One Unit, to be called West Pakistan. Lahore 
was selected as the capital of One Unit government. The odious 
move was resolutely resisted by the nationalist leadership. A year 
later, however, the 1956 Constitution created a federation of two 
provinces. East and West Pakistan were to share representation on 
the basis of parity. Unfortunately, the maiden constitution of the 
country only lasted for about two years before it was abrogated 
by Gen Ayub Khan in 1958 and imposed Martial Law for the first 
time in the country. 

Elections were held in March 1962 under a new constitution, 
brought by Gen Ayub Khan, bringing a Presidential system of 
government. In 1965, Gen Ayub also took the monumental decision 
of shifting the country’s capital to the newly-built city of Islamabad. 
In the same year, Pakistan also went to war with India, dealing a 
deadly blow to the political standing of President Ayub Khan. Till 
1967, his grip over the country had become tenuous.   

It was in this background that Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, a former associate 
of Gen Ayub Khan, formed the Pakistan People’s Party in November 
1967. Slowly and gradually, politicians who supported Ayub Khan 
were not only leaving his side but actively leading opposing political 
movements. A similar phenomenon was observed in the Eastern Wing 
where Sheikh Mujibur Rehman also became a vocal critic of Ayub 
Khan’s policies. 

Countrywide strikes, lawlessness and worsening situation of country 
compelled Gen Yahya Khan to abrogate the 1962 Constitution and 
impose the second Martial Law. Sensing great public opposition, Gen 
Yahya announced the annulment of One Unit in 1970. 

Thus, Sindh regained its historical provincial status and a somewhat 
independent administrative position. Gen Rakhman Gul was 
appointed as the Martial Law Administrator of Sindh and Karachi 
was officially handed back to the provincial government. Hence, the 
port city finally became the capital of Sindh and got the same status 
and importance as it used to enjoy during the British Raj.

In December 1970, for the first time in the country’s history, general 
elections were held on the basis of adult franchise. In East Pakistan, 
Sheikh Mujeeb clinched sweeping victory in the elections while in 
West Pakistan Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s PPP emerged as the majority 
party by winning majority seats in provincial assemblies of Sindh 
and Punjab. In March 1971, Gen Yahya Khan announced the date 
for inaugural session of National Assembly at Dacca. However, due 
to the emerging political differences between Sheikh Mujeeb and 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, the scheduled session of the national assembly 
could not be held. Subsequently, on account of the Awami League’s 

pOlItIcal
SINDH reclaImINg SINDH’S rIgHtful place

Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah (right) with the then popular 
Muslim League leader GM Syed (left) rides in a processional carriage to 
the Annual Session of the Muslim League in Karachi in December 1943.

Sheikh Abdul Majeed Sindhi (at the podium) addresses a crowd during the Karachi Conference in 1938. Seated behind him are Sir Haji Abdullah 
Haroon (left) and Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah (right). Behind them is Mahmoud Haroon, who eventually became the publisher of Dawn.  
Seated on the right are Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah (left) and Sir Shahnawaz Bhutto (right). On the extreme left is Pir Mohammad Ali Rashdi.

A well-dressed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto (left) addresses members of the Pakistan Army and the media.
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Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, one of Pakistan’s most gifted orators, delivers a speech.
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anti-government stance Sheikh Mujeeb was arrested, shifted to West 
Pakistan and imprisoned.  

The year 1971 proved to be fateful for Pakistan, recording great 
political upheaval which ultimately resulted in the separation of 
East Pakistan and the creation of the independent sovereign state 
of “Bangla Desh”. When Gen Yahya Khan resigned after the fall of 
Dacca, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto assumed charge as the Chief Martial Law 
Administrator and the President of Pakistan. During this time, Mr 
Bhutto used ad hoc constitutional arrangements to run affairs of 
the state. Mr. Mumtaz Ali Bhutto was appointed as the Martial Law 
Administrator and the Governor of Sindh. 

When the 1973 Constitution was passed by the Assembly, Bhutto 
Sahib became the Prime Minister. In Sindh, Mir Rasool Bux Talpur 
was appointed as Governor and while Mumtaz Ali Bhutto was elected 
as the Chief Minister. 

A few decisions taken by the Sindh Chief Minister, especially the 
passage of Sindhi Language Bill in 1972, caused great consternation 
among the Urdu-speaking population of the province. Subsequently, 
Sindhi-Muhajir riots broke out in many parts of Sindh. To resolve 
the crises Bhutto Sahib convened a meeting of Urdu- and Sindhi-
speaking intellectuals in Islamabad. Under an agreed formula, Sindh 
was declared a bilingual province. It was also decided that in future 
the two top offices of the provincial government i.e. chief minister 
and governor would be divided among the Sindhi- and Urdu-speaking 
people. Hence, Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi became the Chief Minister of 
Sindh while Begum Ra’ana Liaquat Ali Khan replaced Mir Rasool 
Bux Talpur as the Governor.

This particular decision of Prime Minister Bhutto shocked the 
Sindhi nationalist leaders and intellectuals. Besides, some anti-
Sindh actions and decisions of the PPP leadership at both the federal 
and provincial levels, created a lot of anger and ill will against the 
government. It was also in this background that the veteran Muslim 
League leader G.M. Syed laid the foundation of Jeay Sindh Movement. 
In later years, government kept Mr. Syed under house arrest – as was 
done in the days of Ayub Khan government – and many workers of his 
movement were also detained. 

General elections were held in 1977. Opposition alliance under the 
Pakistan National Alliance alleged massive rigging in elections and 
launched a robust movement against Bhutto. In July 1977, Gen Zia 
overthrew Bhutto and declared another Martial Law, suspending the 
third constitution of the country. Bhutto was implicated in a murder 
case, tried in the Lahore High Court and subsequently hanged in 
1979. The Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the capital punishment 
awarded to the former prime minister was received in Sindh with 
deep anguish.

When Gen Zia had taken over, he had promised that elections 
will be held within 90 days. However, he did not honour his promise 
and prolonged his regime. Ultimately in 1983, Movement for the 
Restoration of Democracy (MRD) was launched. The movement 
became very popular in Sindh but could not gain the same traction in 
other provinces. The popular response to the movement resulted in 
paralysing the civil administration in parts of the province, provoking 
a brute response from the Sindh Police, Rangers and Armed Forces, 

which crushed the uprising. This was perhaps the first time Islamabad 
had tasted the anger of Sindh. Immediately afterwards, Gen Abbasi 
was replaced by Gen Jahandad Khan as Martial Law Administrator 
and Governor of Sindh. The government also took steps to provide 
jobs and concessions to Sindhi youth. 

However, the political pressure exerted by the MRD was successful 
since it resulted in an announcement by Gen Zia about holding of 
general elections in the country. Elections were held in the beginning 
of 1985 on non-party basis. To pacify the excited sentiments in 
Sindh, Muhammad Khan Junejo was made the Prime Minister and 
Ghous Ali Shah the Chief Minister. Junejo was a seasoned politician 

and statesman who gave due attention to the internal as well 
external problems of the country. Martial Law was later lifted but a 
constitutional amendment legalised all of Zia’s acts taken in office. 

It was in this atmosphere that Altaf Hussain and his Muhajir 
Qaumi Movement (MQM) – which later became Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement in a bid to rebrand itself as a national party – emerged as 
a substantial political force in urban Sindh. Sindhi-Muhajir, Muhajir-
Pathan and Muhajir-Punjabi bloody clashes became the order of the 
day. Curfew had to be imposed in Karachi and Hyderabad time and 
again, bringing the government to a standstill. It appeared as though 
Sindh was being punished for its significant role in the MRD. Another 
punishment reserved for Sindhi people on behalf of Gen Zia was 
lawlessness in the shape of dacoit Raj in rural areas. Every other day, 
people were hijacked for ransom and the situation generated much 
hatred against the regime. In early 1988, Gen Zia apparently got 
tired of even the quasi-democratic setup and dismissed the Junejo 
government. He assumed full powers and announced the holding of 
general elections in the country.

On 17 August 1988, Gen Ziaul Haq, along with the top military 
leadership, was killed in a plane crash. Thus, came the end of a 
dreadful era of a military dictator in Pakistan. Then Senate Chairman 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan took over as the acting President and held general 
elections on party basis. After much haggling, Pakistan Peoples Party 
was given power and Benazir Bhutto became the first woman Prime 
Minister of Pakistan. Qaim Ali Shah’s first stint as the province’s Chief 
Minister began from here. However, the twin menace of bandits in 
rural and linguistic clashes in urban Sindh continued unabated to the 
utter anguish of the hapless peaceful citizens. 

Within a year, Benazir’s government was also sent packing by President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan with an announcement of fresh elections. 

Fresh elections were held at the end of 1990 after which Nawaz 
Sharif became the Prime Minister of Pakistan. Though he hailed 
from Punjab, yet he could not remain in office even for three years. A 

tussle between Nawaz Sharif and President Ghulam Ishaq Khan led 
both of them to resign in July 1993. 

During this period, Jam Sadiq Ali had been inducted as the Chief 
Minister of Sindh. He remained in office till his death i.e. March 
1992. His tenure proved to be very testing for the province. After the 
death of Jam Sadiq Ali, Syed Muzaffar Hussain Shah succeeded him 
as the chief minister. However, with the departure of Nawaz Sharif, 
Syed Muzaffar Shah also lost his office. During Nawaz Sharif’s tenure 
an aggressive military operation was launched against dacoits and 
criminals in the Sindh province. Armed forces also took action against 
workers of the MQM, leading to Altaf Hussain’s departure to the UK, 
where he resides to this date.  

The PPP received the peoples’ mandate again the 1993 election 
and Benazir Bhutto was sworn in as the prime minister for the second 
time. Syed Abdullah Shah became the Chief Minister of Sindh. 
Benazir Bhutto’s second government was dismissed in November, 
1996 even though then President Farooque Ahmed Leghari belonged 
to the PPP. Allegations of corruption, malpractices and inefficiency 
were levelled against Ms Bhutto, especially against her spouse Asif 
Ali Zardari, which formed the main basis for such a drastic action 
against her government. During Abdullah Shah’s tenure as Sindh’s 
chief minister, Karachi was a hotbed of brutal killings and MQM’s 
shenanigans. No government action could check it. Abdullah Shah’s 
own brother fell victim to the target killers. Naseerullah Babar, 
federal interior minister, tried his best to crush the militant wing 
of MQM. Prime Minister’s elder brother MPA Murtaza Bhutto was 
murdered by police near his own house in Karachi. Even though this 
was a high-profile case, but responsibility for this murder was never 
fixed. 

After securing a heavy mandate in the 1997 election, Nawaz Sharif 
was elected Prime Minister for the second time. Liaquat Ali Jatoi 
took office as Sindh’s chief minister. Nawaz Sharif’s rule proved 
very difficult and harsh for the province. All Sindhi employees 
appointed in various government departments during Banazir’s 
tenure were thrown out of their jobs. Most development schemes 
were introduced in the prime minister’s home province while other 
provinces were neglected. In rural Sindh, banditry was eliminated 
to a large degree but lawlessness in urban centres continued on a 
massive scale. Life and property of law-abiding, peaceful citizens 
was at stake all the time. A former Sindh governor and a universally 
respected intellectual, Hakim Muhammad Said, was murdered in 
broad day light in Karachi. In this terrible backdrop, Liaquat Ali 
Jotoi’s government was dismissed and all powers were given to the 
Sindh Governor, Lt. Gen. (retd) Moinuddin Haider. 

Afterwards, Syed Ghous Ali Shah was appointed as Prime 
Minister’s Special Advisor for Sindh with the full powers of a chief 
minister. Nawaz Sharif, in his second tenure, had to face a tough 
time when he entered into a tussle with the President and the Chief 
Justice of Pakistan. The important problem was more of military 
nature than a political one, with serious implications for Nawaz’s 
government. The Kargil debacle resulted in another long military 
tenure for Pakistan when Gen Pervaiz Musharraf overthrew the 
Nawaz government in 1998. 

However, instead of imposing Martial Law like his predecessors, Gen 
Musharaf suspended the 1973 Constitution and assumed power as the 
Chief Executive of Pakistan. Retd. Air Marshal Azim Daudpota was 
appointed as Governor of Sindh, who (ironically) could not go along 
with the policies and programmes of the military junta and, thus, 
had to be replaced by Muhammad Mian Soomro in May 2000. Gen 
Musharaf entrusted the National Reconstruction Bureau, the task of 
working out a devolution plan and establishing district governments 
for addressing grievances of the people at the grassroot level. A new 
local government setup comprising district administrations was set up 
in August 2001, when phase-wise local body polls concluded. The posts 
of commissioners and deputy commissioners were abolished, not just 
weakening the civil bureaucracy but also demoralizing it. A presidential 
referendum was held in April 2002 through which Gen Musharraf got 
himself elected as the President of Pakistan. General elections were 
held the same year after which Zafarullah Jamali took office as the 
Prime Minister. However, it is reported that Gen Musharraf did not 
like Jamali, as indicated by his removal from office. Chaudhry Shujaat 
was appointed as the temporary prime minister, paving the way for 
technocrat Shaukat Aziz to take oath as prime minister. In Sindh, 
Ali Muhammad Mahar was the chief minister, followed by Dr Arbab 
Ghulam Rahim. Dr. Ishratul Ebad Khan was appointed as the governor. 

At the height of his tenure in 2007, Gen Musharraf declared 
emergency for the second time and enacted the Provisional 
Constitutional Order (PCO). Around 97 of the senior judges refused 
to take oath under the PCO leading to their sacking and detention, 
including of Chief Justice Iftikhar Chaudhry. This step met with stiff 
resistance from the lawyers’ community who launched an aggressive 
campaign against Musharraf. On 12 May, 2007, Iftikhar Chaudhary 
arrived in Karachi to address a lawyers’ gathering. However, he was 
held captive at Karachi airport all day long while the city of Karachi 
was left at the mercy of miscreants who burnt and looted public and 
private property and killed scores of people including lawyers and 
innocent people. May 12 was one of the blackest days in the history 
of both Sindh and Pakistan. Then Acting Chief Justice of Pakistan 
Rana Bhagwandas played key role in finding legal and constitutional 
means to reinstate Chaudhary Sahib on his seat.

In the midst of all this, elections were also scheduled to be held 
by the end of 2007. Benazir Bhutto had ended her self-imposed exile 
and resumed political activities in the country. Her assassination in 
December 2007 dealt a severe blow to national politics. 

Delayed elections were held in February 2008 and Benazir’s party 
emerged victorious. Her husband, Asif Ali Zardari, who had so far 
been persona non grata for the establishment, became the President 
of Pakistan. The PPP government became the first civilian government 
to complete its five-year tenure. Successive elections have been held 
since, in 2013 and 2018. Though the prime minister’s authority has been 
challenged by the establishment from time to time, however, in 2021 
the country is still under quasi-civilian rule headed by Prime Minister 
Imran Khan. 

Unlike other provinces of the country that either refused or welcomed 
the idea of Pakistan hesitantly, Sindh led the struggle for Pakistan 
and after independence laid bare its resources and land for the new 
homeland. However, the province and its needs were treated with apathy 
and callousness, as successive governments used the province to meet 
their own political goals. 

Karachi became the capital of Pakistan but it was separated from Sindh 
and declared to be a federal subject. Sindh placed 33 crores of its cash 
deposits at the disposal of the Federal government. After nearly 75 years 
of Pakistan’s existence, the people of Sindh appear to feel nothing but 
frustration and despondency. The province is confronted with numerous 
problems, which can be attributed to acts of omission and commission by 
politicians, civil and military bureaucracy, feudals and industrialists. At 
present the province is affected by lawlessness, unemployment, economic 
backwardness, illiteracy, hunger, disease besides a plethora of other social 
and political problems that no one seems to take seriously. 

During Gen Ayub’s One Unit period, the movement for the restoration 
of provincial status for Sindh gained tremendous momentum and won 
popular support. Simultaneously, the slogan of Hari Haqdar (peasants’ 
movement) also became famous. Hyder Bux Jatoi was the guiding spirit 
behind the struggle of farmers in Sindh. He not only raised his voice 
in support of the rights of Sindhi haris but also opposed the arbitrary 
grant of Kotri and Guddu barrage lands to absentee landlords, military 
and civil officers (as a prize or at nominal rates). Due to the frequent 
confinements in prison, his health deteriorated to the point of no 
recovery and in 1970 Sindh lost a bold leader who fought selflessly for 
the rights of Sindh and its people. G.M. Syed also struggled against the 
One Unit from more than one platform. He exposed the tyrannies of 
the scheme and highlighted the miseries and sufferings of the people 
of Sindh. 

Sindh is place where tolerance, sympathy, love and selfless service 
to humanity have been practiced since time immemorial. The region 
witnessed a revolutionary shift in its age-old peaceful atmosphere 
during the dictatorial regimes of Ayub, Zia and Musharaf. 

Since 2008, however, all of the abovementioned issues of the province 
have deteriorated under the rule of a Sindh-based party. Following 2008, 
PPP’s ideology, approach and strategy seem to have changed for the 
worse.

One hopes that the powers that be learn for their mistakes of the past 
and lend a sympathetic ear to the grievances and issues of the province. 
Sindh helped the cause of Pakistan and its nascent federation when it 
needed the most. Now it is time for the federation to help Sindh develop 
and restore at least some of its lost glory. g

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, Chairman, Pakistan People’s Party, addresses a crowd during a rally in Lahore that marked the 49th anniversary of the Party in 2016.
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RECLAIMING SINDH’S RIGHTFUL PLACE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Benazir Bhutto autographs a volume centring on Pakistan in Lahore in 2001.

Sindh’s was the first legislative 
assembly in the subcontinent to pass a 
resolution — moved by GM Syed who 
had by then become the Sindh AIML 
president — in support of the Pakistan 
Movement on March 3, 1943.
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S
INDH is all set for a big leap in the future if the 
provincial leadership keeps the focus, wins over hesitant 
economic drivers, ensures timely transfer of its resource 
share from the centre, improves the quality of economic 
data and planning, restricts political interference in 
the economic affairs and intervenes more effectively to 
translate Sindh’s high growth potential into fast paced 

equitable development.  
Sindh, the second largest province, has the highest GDP and income 

per capita in Pakistan. According to the Sindh government website, 
the GDP per capita in the province is 50 per cent more than the rest 
of Pakistan or 35pc more than the national average. The contribution 
of Sindh to the national GDP has historically been between 30 to 
33pc. The share of the manufacturing sector of Sindh ranges between 
38 and 46pc. 

Ironically the provincial performance is not strong on indices that 
track social indicators. According to the global monitors of human 

development (United Nation Development Programme and others) 
the rate of infant mortality, stunting and wasting in children is higher 
in Sindh compared to Punjab. It trails the bigger province on almost 
all 17 Sustainable Development Goals. The province clearly leads in 
the production and productivity but still lags in key human and health 
indicators.

“If you exclude Karachi anyone travelling from sleepy Sindh to 
happening Punjab can sense the difference. Punjab feels like another 
country. People in Punjab appear healthier and happier, roads are 
better and wider, farms are richer green and even the second tier 
cities like Faisalabad, Sialkot and even Multan have expanded with 
visible investment in their physical infrastructure. There seems to be a 
burst of economic activity all across the province,” a close watcher of 
interprovincial disparities commented privately.

Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah, responding to a Dawn question on 
growing development gap between the two bigger provinces of Pakistan 
blamed the center partially. 

“The disparity is primarily because of a population based resource 
distribution arrangement. Sindh has been hammering for a more 
equitable resource sharing based on development needs, poverty and 
contribution to the national GDP. We did not get a fair deal even on the 
basis of population which in our opinion is under reported in Sindh. We 
have serious reservations on latest census results.

“No I am not trying to shirk the responsibility. We could have 
delivered better with the resources we had but the performance was 
compromised by human resource capacity issues”. He also mentioned 
the paralysis in the administration owing to the fear of accountability 
agencies in this regard.

Sindh planning and development department was not fully 
convinced that the development gap between Sindh and Punjab 
has widened. In a mailed response it asserted: “The ‘Development 
gap’ with Punjab cannot be ascertained without clearly defined 
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fOcuSSINg ON SuStaINable gOalS
afSHaN SUboHI exaMINeS THe ReaSoNS wHy SINdH IS STIll laggINg beHINd pUNjab IN IMpleMeNTINg THe U.N’S 

SUSTaINable developMeNT goalS. 

A rare miniature painting of a Cutch School. c. 1850. Wealthy Shikarpuri bankers (left) – such as the Hindujas whose financial operations grew from Shikarpur and were one of the leading financial entities in the world – and their 
Cutch runners (right) who transported payments across Sindh and much of Western India. 
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A Shroff (a Hindu native banker) in Sind. c. 1876.

Lohana Amils, Hindu deewans, in Sind. c. 1876
Odha Ram (left), Translator to the Commissioner’s office, and Munga 
Ram (right) Head Munshi at the office of the Commissioner of Sind.
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A frenzied afternoon at the Karachi Stock Exchange.
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rOAD TO EXCELLENCE

THE National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases (NICVD) 
Karachi is Pakistan’s premier hospital established for the pre-
vention, diagnosis, treatment and rehabilitation of patients 
with cardiovascular diseases for over more than five decades. 
NICVD has treated a vast the majority of cardiac disease 
patients hailing from all across Pakistan, and abroad. In a 
short span of five years, the NICVD has been transformed 
into the largest cardiac healthcare network of the world. We 
have established 33 NICVD hospitals and Chest Pain Units 
across Sindh; providing 24/7 state-of-the-art treatment and 
best patient care services totally free of cost to the entire 
nation. We believe in delivering patient care of international 
standards, with a firm commitment to training, research and 
development in cardiac health. Our success is attributable to 
a continuous focus on patient care, academic enhancement 
and sincere hard work.

COmmENDALBE PErfOrmANCE Of NETWOrK Of 
HOSPITALS & CHEST PAIN UNITS 
•  From a single, solo hospital five years back, NICVD now 
has 10 hospitals and 23 Chest Pain Units. The NICVD has 
become Southeast Asia’s largest cardiac healthcare network 
round-the-clock top, providing best cardiac services to the 
Nation.
•  NICVD system treated around 1.9 million patients during 
2021, totally free of cost.
•  More than 10 million patients were treated in the whole 
Healthcare Network of NICVD during 2015-2021 and were 
provided with state-of-the-art cardiac services, including 
Emergency, OPD, Admission, Adult Cardiac Surgeries, Pae-
diatric Cardiac Surgeries, Minimally Invasive Surgery, Elec-
tive Angiography & Angioplasty, Primary PCI, PTMC, TAVI, 
TVAR, Post MIVSR Closure, PDA & ASD Closure, Coarcta-
tion of the Aorta in Adult Patients , Interventions in Acute 
Stroke,  POBA, LVAD (Left Ventricular Assist Device), EP & 
Ablation Services: ICD & CRT-P/D, TPM, PPM, Echocardi-
ography, CT Angio, ETT, Thallium Scan and other most ad-
vanced cardiac services, totally free of cost.
•  Paediatric Cardiology caters to the needs for diagnostics ser-
vices and advanced interventional in paediatric population.
•  The unique, novel program of Chest Pain Units (mobile con-
tainers deployed under various bridges/around roundabouts/
in hospital extensions as smaller clinics in Sindh) is responsi-
ble for the emergency management of heart attack.  A total 
695,006 patients visited the CPUs (May 8, 2017 – December 
31, 2021), out of whom 14,781 patients were diagnosed with 
heart attack and were transported to NICVD Karachi and its 
Satellites for immediate angioplasty.  
•  A record number of 8,956 primary angioplasties were per-
formed at NICVD Karachi (in 2019 alone), making this the 
world’s largest Primary PCI Centre.
•  In the last six years,  a total of 72,595 primary angioplasties 
were performed across all hospitals of the NICVD 
•  Introduced the latest procedures of international standard 
such as, TAVI, Cryoablation, 3D Mapping, Minimally Invasive 
Cardiac Surgery, Off-Pump / Beating Heart Surgery, HIS Bundle 
Pacing, ICD/CRT and other structural life-saving procedures. 
•  Improvement in cardiac surgical services, rendering a de-

crease in the mortality rate from 23% to 4%, while increas-
ing the number of surgeries to 4,000 annually. 
•  NICVD Karachi has now started treatment of stroke and 
performed 12 stroke intervention procedures successfully. 
•  NICVD has recently also launched a Comprehensive Pre-
ventive Cardiology Program to rule out risk factors related to 
the development of early heart diseases thereby promoting a 
heart-healthy Pakistan.
•  Established the Heart Failure Program to benefit patients 
with advanced and end-stage heart failure along with the fa-
cility of LVAD (artificial heart) implantation.
•  Introduced the NICVD Cardiac Ambulance service to facili-
tate patients in remote areas to various satellite Centers. 
•  Established country’s first cardiac Rehabilitation Center 
where patients are provided rehabilitation after heart attack, 
bypass surgery, angioplasty and other procedures. An ex-
tremely professional Physiotherapy Department works under 
cardiac Rehabilitation Department. 
•  International standards of nursing care set up, with 1:1 
nurse:patient ratio in all critical care areas. 
•  High Dependency Units (HDUs) have been set up in all 
general wards.
•  All beds in general wards are equipped with a Cardiac Monitor. 
All ICU and CCU beds are equipped with a ventilator. 

10 STATE-Of-THE-ArT CArDIAC HOSPITALS ACrOSS 
SINDH PrOVINCE

 

Communities living in remote and isolated regions of the 
country lack access to specialists and to quality health care 
services. Health care is either very basic or absent. The rural 
regions are marked by harsh weather conditions and rugged 
terrain with deep valleys and rivers, making life challenging 
for villagers. The only alternative for patients seeking quality 
health care is to travel long distances - across lakes in boats 
and through mountainous areas - to nearby cities, where spe-
cialists are available. Often, delays in medical care lead to 
complications, deteriorating medical conditions, sometimes 
even lead to death. During travel, patients spend a lot of 
time, energy and money to travel to avail health care services 
in nearby cities, burdening them with unnecessary expenses. 
Seeing these type of healthcare difficulties in rural areas of 
Sindh, the NICVD in collaboration with the government of 
Sindh has established 9 satellites centers in a short span of 
one year (2017-2018) to provide free, state of the art cardiac 
services to patients at their doorstep. All the Centers provide 
the same quality of services as available at NICVD Karachi.
The Network of NICVD Satellites has been providing prompt 
and easily accessible cardiac services to the population of 
entire Sindh. The NICVD aims at bridging the gap of heart 
healthcare across Sindh Province and ensuring that we pro-

vide specialized care at the doorstep of every needy patient 
free of cost. Now every cardiac patient can access the state of 
the art cardiac treatment within 90 minutes throughout the 
Sindh province. 

THE UNIQUE PrOGrAm Of CHEST PAIN UNITS

NICVD has introduced a new era of heart healthcare with 
the establishment 23 Chest Pain Units have been deployed 
for acute heart attack management at different places under 
flyovers or at hospitals/clinics across Sindh Province. These 
all units have been serving people successfully and treating 
thousands of patients monthly totally free of cost. This service 
is one of its kinds and is available round the clock. Since com-
mencement of this facility in May 2017, more than 695,006 
patients have been visited at all Chest Pain Units. In total, 
14,781 patients were diagnosed to be suffering with active 
heart attack, when they accessed NICVD Chest Pain Units 
and their lives were saved with immediate medical attention 
(since inception till December 31, 2021). In the near future, 
more CPUs will be functional at different localities of Sindh.

PAEDIATrIC CArDIOLOGY – A COmPLETE SPECTrUm 
Of mEDICAL AND SUrGICAL SErVICES
From a meagre four-bed 
unit, the Pediatric Car-
diology ward has now 
grown to a 75-bed unit, 
ensuring excellence in 
congenital and struc-
tural heart treatment 
across Pakistan. The 
pediatric cardiology 
department at NICVD, 
is a unit that is geared 
towards establishing itself to provide tertiary level of care 
for children with complex congenital and acquired heart dis-
eases within the region and beyond.  The unit of pediatric 
cardiology provides high quality, evidence-based care to chil-
dren suffering from cardiovascular pathology, both congen-

ital and acquired and follow a multi-disciplinary approach 
in taking care of patients as well as their families.  The unit 
has 14-bed Pediatric Surgical ICU as well. Our out-patient 
services run daily. Concomitant to both the inpatient and 
outpatient services, pediatric cardiology at NICVD is set to 
embrace all kinds of subspecialties and services within the 
cardiac field including cardiac imaging, cardiac catheteriza-
tion, electrophysiology and surgery which are all vital in the 
management of pediatric cardiovascular diseases.   
The Government of Sindh has committed support for the es-
tablishment of a separate 250-bedded Pediatric Cardiology 
Unit, right inside the NICVD Karachi boundary. 

INNOVATIVE TrEATmENT Of STrOKE PATIENTS 
The NICVD has created history in cardiac healthcare to 
start the innovative treatment of stroke patients totally free 
of cost. NICVD performed its first intervention in a 48-year-
old female who came with a right-sided stroke. The clot was 
removed and permanent damage was prevented. At total of 
12 stroke intervention procedures have been performed till 
date. It was alarming that the second major cause of death in 
Pakistan is stroke and lack of proper awareness. Thousands 
of patients will now take benefit from this free-of-cost “Inter-
ventional Stroke Treatment” at the NICVD. 

ACADEmICS & rESEArCH

Unlike old times, the NICVD has consciously boosted the fel-
lowship program, with the aim of developing a workforce of 
highly trained cardiologists who may serve the entire nation. 
Being a training/teaching hospital, NICVD today is the lead-
ing center for fellowship training in Adult and Pediatric Car-
diology; Interventional Cardiology; Adult and Pediatric Car-
diac Surgery; Critical Care; Electrophysiology; and Cardiac 
Imaging. NICVD is a part of NCDR an international registry 
database, where all interventional procedures are reported.  
The NICVD has also initiated an active research department. 

fUTUrE PLANS
With the number of patients growing every day, we feel it is 
imperative to expand our infrastructure by establishing new 
buildings as an extension of the existing facility for more 
space and better services. This includes establishment of an 
independent out-patient wing, separate Paediatric Cardiol-
ogy unit, a new Adult Cardiology building as an extension 
to the present structure and a parking plaza. The expansion 
plan also includes rehabilitation of the existing block.
UP-COmING CHEST PAIN UNITS: Shortly, Opening more 
Chest Pain Units in Karachi, Sakrand and Kashmore to en-
able the population to access the quality care services near 
to their home town. 
HEArT TrANSPLANTS: Heart transplant, a novel, first-
time procedure in Pakistan, will be conducted at the NICVD 
in the near future.
NUrSING EDUCATION: NICVD will soon have its own 
School of Nursing to address the requirements of human re-
source in the field of nursing. 
fELLOWSHIP PrOGrAm: Fellowship program in Cardiac 
Emergency will be started soon. g

NIcVD: a SucceSS StOry Of traNSfOrmINg carDIac HealtHcare NetwOrK IN paKIStaN
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S
INDH’S Minister for Health 
and Population Welfare 
Dr Azra Fazal Pechuho 
has been working on a 
number of things for the 
up-gradation of health 
facilities in the province. 

She speaks to Dawn about these projects. 
“It is a continuation of processes. You can’t say 

that one year this thing happened and the next 
year this thing happened. So you can’t divide 
it into years, kind of, because obviously, the 
gestational period is very long also, especially 
for the implementation of soft projects. So after a 
long gestation period, there is implementation, the 
making of policy documents, putting those together 
and then getting it implemented. It takes a lot of 
time,” she explains. 

“Just to give you a rough idea, this year’s Annual 
Development Programmes have about 75 new 
schemes and 96 old schemes. And there are chances 
of completing 35 plans till June 2022. There are 
also problems such as delays happening because of 
inflation. The capital expenditures have increased. 

“Three major requirements or inputs that go into 
the development of a hospital or any facility are the 
steel, cement and sand or bajri and all three have 
seen exponential increases in costs. And so the 
works and services department is now reallocating 
and looking at the PC1s again, calculating the extra 
expenditures. We had the ADP amount contracted 
before, so there will be a few delays. Also, there 
is the dollar-rupee disparity that has occurred. It 
is increasing every year, and most of our heavy 
equipment and other major things are all imported. 
So obviously we are facing a lot of trouble 
completing our projects because every project or 
hospital has to do first with the civil works and then 
the equipment, etc. So equipment is an issue for us. 
And when we go into the tendering process, no one 
wants to come and bid because they are worried 
that after they bid on a rate, then if it increases, they 
will be nowhere. So they are reluctant to come into 
the tendering process,” the Minister explains some 
of their problems.  

SINDH INTEGRATED EMERGENCY 
HEALTH PROJECT

The government has taken over the big yellow 
Aman Ambulances. They are now ambulances of 
the Sindh Integrated Emergency Health Services. 
Sindh is providing the expenses for running these 
ambulances now. Many of the ambulances are very 
old, but the health department has deployed them 
for closer proximity services. “In the meantime, 
we have a project of 230 ambulance procurement 
starting from 2022, we will be adding around 40 
new fully-equipped ambulances a month,” Dr 
Pechuho informs. 

Initially, the Sindh Integrated Emergency Health 
Services ambulances will be running in Karachi, 
Sujawal and Thatta along with a few in Hyderabad. 
Then they will be running all over Sindh. There 
will be a single call number for every district. The 
ambulances also have a tracking system so that 
they are not misused. There are also paramedics 
being trained for the ambulance service.  

REGIONAL BLOOD TRANSFUSION 
CENTRES (RBTC)

Sindh is also facing a rise in cases of HIV and 
hepatitis. Hepatitis is spread not only with reused 
syringes and drip sets but also with un-screened 
blood. In previous years, there have been regional 
blood transfusion centres or RBTCs established in 
Larkana Division and Sukkur Division, followed 
by one in Jamshoro, which serves the whole of 
Hyderabad Division. “Now we have two more set 
up in Shaheed Benazirabad and Karachi Division. 
Their services are slowly opening blood banks in 
hospitals they are linked with. So that they provide 
screened blood, which will help lower hepatitis 
cases,” she said. 

“Also, we have a safe blood transfusion authority 
under which we license private blood banks after a 
due process which includes inspections. More work 
for stopping the spread of HIV and hepatitis includes 
introduction of one-use auto-destruct syringes, 
which are also being procured,” she added. 

NEW HOSPITALS
The year 2021 saw the construction of many new 

district hospitals. “We have operationalised them 
now, including a new building in the old Mirpukhas 
Hospital. There is also a new mother and neonatal 
200-bed hospital in Shaheed Benazirabad. Our 
major hospital in the pipeline is a Nawabshah SIUT 
kind of hospital. So it is the Nawabshah Institute 
of Urology and Transplant or NIUT. It is almost 
complete and we will facilitate it with SIUT.” 

“Also, under the Sindh Institute of Cardiovascular 
Diseases Bill, in collaboration with the National 
Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases, throughout 
Sindh there are nine satellite units. There is a big 
satellite unit in Sukkur, one in Tando Mohammad 
Khan, Nawabshah and also one in Lyari. And 

under these, there are another 21 chest pain units 
that may be in a container or a small room in which 
a facility can be put in where they do first aid for 
cardiac patients. The patients with chest pains are 
stabilised, their ECGs are taken out, they are given 
drug treatment before transferring them to an 
ambulance to refer them to one of the nine satellite 
units,” she explained.   

“Another bill was the Sindh Institute of Child 
Health (SICH) Bill. This works with the National 
Institute of Child Health in Karachi. We are slowly 
collaborating with whatever pediatric facilities we 
have right now within Sindh. We will be providing 
them with human resources and training at the 
SICH unit that is coming up in Korangi No 5. 

“You see, our issue was that the Jinnah 
Postgraduate Medical Centre, NICH and NICVD 
were federal government institutions. And the 
provincial and federal government was at a tug of 
war over them. But finally there is an agreement 
under which they want us to run those institutions 
now. Still, we are not happy with that agreement 
because we find many problems with it. We have 
spent a lot of money, something in the whereabouts 
of 18 billion, within these hospitals and other 
facilities, and the court has told the federal 
government to return this money to us before we 
take over the hospitals. They didn’t want to do this 
and have therefore come to an agreement with us. 
But the deal also states that it will be from two to 
three years. Now, if they take the hospitals back 
in two to three years and also keep the money we 
spent on them, then we lose everything. 

“These are hospitals which have to be upgraded 
and made better, which takes a lot of time and effort. 
The agreement also has many other conditions, 
including asking them before buying equipment, 
asking them before appointing human resources, 
etc. These things we can’t agree with. So we are 
looking at the agreement again with the intention of 
redoing it with them. Hopefully, they will agree to it 
and we will have these hospitals running. 

“But in the meantime we have already started 
moving towards a Sindh Institute of Cardiovascular 
Diseases and a Sindh Institute of Child Health. We 
already have a state of the art Trauma Centre in 
Karachi at the Civil Hospital. There are two things 
which we are going to do there. First, its eighth 
floor had a pediatric unit, which we shifted back to 
the Civil Hospital. In its place, we will be opening a 
burns and plastic surgery unit and we are also going 
to have a helipad on the roof of the Trauma Centre. 

“We are also concerned about vascular surgery. 
We only have two or three vascular surgeons in 
the whole of Sindh. Vascular surgery, where they 
connect severed blood vessels, is very important 
for saving limbs. So we really need more vascular 
surgeons, especially for diabetics who have 
gangrene and for victims of road traffic accidents. 
For this we are collaborating with an Italian 
institute. We are going to get our vascular surgeons 
trained there. And these surgeons will then also go 

to the districts for training of other surgeons. 
“But first, there is an operating theatre issue. We 

are converting one of the operating theatres the 
Trauma Centre into a hybrid OT where general 
surgery can be done for trauma patients but it also 
has equipment for vascular surgery. That’s how 
we are improving the Trauma Centre. We will also 
have more trauma centres in Sindh which we will 
link together,” she said. 

HEALTH CARD
The Sindh Government is being criticised for not 

introducing the federal government’s health card 
initiative. Dr Pechuho explains: “My concern is that 
okay, you give people the health card but then like 
the Federal Government has done, there is a ceiling 
of Rs1000,000 [10 lac] on your card and you have 
a panel of hospitals, including private and public 
hospitals where you can get treatment. Now when 
you give people the option of private or public 
hospitals, they will surely head towards private 
hospitals. Why would they opt for a public hospital? 
And mind you, the health card is only for admitted 
patients. The outpatients don’t have the same facility. 
Hence, inpatients means surgery patients, ICU-
dependent patients, etc. Look at the private hospital 
rates! Ten lac is nothing for them. It is not even 
going to last a few days. Only the ICU bills here are 
from one-and-a-half to two lacs per day. And then if 
surgery is involved keep in mind an expenditure of 
10 to 15 lacs,” the Minister points out.

“Therefore the health card becomes meaningless. 
You are pouring money into the private sector at the 
expense of your public sector. In the end, the public 
sector hospitals suffer as they won’t have facilities 
because you are putting all the money into the 
private sector. Also, there are long-term diseases 
such as diabetes, hypertension, cancer, etc. All 
have outpatient treatments. Again, the 10 lac won’t 
help these patients and it will be an out-of-pocket 
expense for them, which is again an extra expense. 
We had long debates over this and we decided why 
not upgrade our public hospitals and then give 
free treatment to the people going there instead of 
charging them for services. As it is, 75 per cent of 
the money for the health card would be coming 
from the provincial government and 25 per cent 
from the federal government. Instead of taking that 
25 per cent, we can use our 75 per cent to improve 
our public sector hospitals,” she said. 

“This is why we have put in state-of-the-art 
facilities in our hospitals such as a better radiology 
centre at JPMC, the CyberKnife, which was 
brought here by non-governmental organisations. 
Every patient treated at the CyberKnife is paid for 
by the provincial government. 

“Actually, we are doing a lot of collaboration with 
the private sector such as constructing a building in 
JPMC. An emergency unit has also been improved 
by them but with the running costs being picked up 
by the provincial government. A lot of people come 
forward to help when they understand that these 

facilities are for the poor people. And the services 
will be available; they will be continued because 
the government has taken ownership and is willing 
to pour money into these services. Long-term 
projects get continuation of services this way. Thus, 
it is necessary for the provincial government to take 
over these services and run them by providing the 
money to do so,” Dr Pechuho explained. 

“For example, the Ojha Hospital at the 
Dow University has used donor money for a 
PharmaKnife but its running expenses will be 
picked up by the Sindh Government. Then there 
is a lot of money that is also being given by the 
Sindh Government for the treatment of people who 
come to us saying that they cannot afford treatment. 
Some need cancer treatment, some need surgical 
treatment, many need cochlear implants for 
children. This way, the Sindh Government always 
foots the bill for these people who get treated in 
other private hospitals if we ourselves don’t have 
these services in our public hospitals. For instance, 
there is the National Institute of Blood Diseases and 
Bone Marrow Transplantation, which is a private 
institute. We give them money for bone marrow 
transplants for people who can’t afford it. 

“But in the meantime, our Dow University 
has also developed the facility to do bone-
marrow transplants, and so has Gambat Hospital 
in interior Sindh. This shows that we really are 
trying. At the Civil Hospital here, we have made 
a Gastroenterology funded by NGOs and us. This 
way we are running a lot of things under public-
private partnership because it works and makes 
sense. Wherever people want to donate some 
money, or give zakat to give back to society, 
such as industrialists or people who are rich then 
they do it. We only want the continuation of our 
services,” she said. 

“There is a diagnostic centre that we are going to 
establish in the Civil Hospital. CT Scan, prep scan, 
computer tomography, etc. We are also working to 
gradually acquire the expensive equipment despite 
the rupee dropping against the dollar,” she said.  

“Meanwhile, the Gambat Hospital is also doing 
liver transplants, bone-marrow transplants, kidney 
transplants and providing cardiac services as well 
such as angioplasty and angiography, open-heart 
surgeries etc. It also has a cancer unit including 
GamaKnife, etc. 

HEALTH REFORMS
There are Rural Health Centres (RHU) 

at the district village level helping with 
preventive medicine through public-
private partnership. The provincial 
government monitors their services. The 
management of these services is given 
to the NGOs but the money is going to 
them from the health kitty. Thus, they are 
providing free services. 

There is also a telehealth system to be 
put in place. Recently, the Government of 

Sindh also approved a telemedicine bill 
for its Sindh Integrated Emergency Health 
Service. The telehealth service will be 
located within the public hospitals where 
specialist doctors will deal with their 
patients over the phone and online. 

As was discussed already about the 
satellite units NICVD, there will also be 
satellites in different districts connected 
with pediatric emergency units of JPMC 
and Civil Hospital. And where there are 
no satellite units, there they have cameras 
fitted with the doctors available online.  

“The Sindh Government is concerned 
about the high neonatal and infant 
mortality. For this, we are starting a 
1,000-day project where the government 
dispensaries which were non-functional 
in remote areas such as deserts, coastal 
and hilly areas will be upgraded. We have 
393 dispensaries selected that will be 
upgraded phase-wise to provide obstetric, 
neonatal and child health services.  

“We are also linking five units with one 
where C-sections can be done. All units will 
be able to do normal deliveries and through 
our ambulance service we will take the 
C-section and assisted delivery cases to the 
closest unit where these can be done. 

“There will also be immunisation, 
family planning and nutrition facilities 
as well as telehealth for communication 
with mothers for community health in 
the premises of all the units where the 
mothers would be able to collect and 
receive telehealth and hygiene guidance, 
counseling and awareness. The units will be 
run by community midwives. The process 
of recruiting them has started. They will 
be trained to give round the clock, 24/7, 
services and their residence, too, will be 
at the centres or units. There are 10 such 
units already working in Tharparkar from 
where we are receiving positive reports 
about reduction in neonatal mortality. We 
are also developing manuals and video 
messages as part of a five-year project for 
which we are being funded by the World 
Bank,” the Health Minister shared. 

Dr Pechuho also said that the Sindh health 
department is also working on increasing 
the number of lady health workers. “We 
are training them to give contraceptive 
injections. They are doing it now but later we 
will also train housewives to give themselves 
the injections. There is also Post Pregnancy 
Family Planning (PPFP) with long-acting 
contraceptives for three-year gaps between 
children available,” she said. g

The writer is a member of staff
She tweets @HasanShazia

a cleaN bIll Of HealtH fOr SINDH
dR azRa fazal peCHUHo, SINdH’S MINISTeR foR HealTH aNd popUlaTIoN welfaRe, SpeaKS To SHazIa HaSaN aboUT 

THe pRovINCIal goveRNMeNT’S INITIaTIveS To IMpRove HealTHCaRe SeRvICeS aCRoSS SINdH. HealtHcare
mecHaNISm

The Paediatric Cardiology Department at the National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases, Karachi.
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A bust of Edulji Dinshaw is placed above the 
chequered floor of the Lady Dufferin Hospital. 
Edulji Dinshaw was a Parsi philanthropist who 
established the hospital in 1894.

Dr Azra Fazal Pechuho, Sindh’s minster for health and 
population welfare.The operation theatre at National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases, Karachi.
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water, water – NOwHere
jaM KHaN SHoRo, SINdH IRRIgaTIoN MINISTeR, SpeaKS To MoHaMMad HUSSaIN KHaN aboUT THe goveRNMeNT’S plaNS 

To addReSS THe pRovINCe’S waTeR SHoRTageS.

T
HE Sindh government has embarked 
upon a number of projects 
considered vital for strengthening its 
colonial-era irrigation network and 
bringing growth to the agricultural 
productivity of the province, which 
contributes significantly to the 

country’s agriculture GDP. 
One such project is nearing completion. It pertains 

to providing freshwater supply for the Thar Coal 
Power Project that aims to overcome the country’s 
energy crisis. 

Under the project, the Sindh government will 
spend Rs42bn to ensure the supply of 200 cubic 
feet per second (cusecs) of freshwater out of its own 
interprovincial share of irrigation water. At a later 
stage, another 100 cusecs will be supplied after 
processing water in the Left Bank Outfall Drain 
(LBOD). A 64-kilometre channel — Thar Water Carrier 
Channel — will emanate from the Farash regulator to 
take 200 cusecs of freshwater to a storage point in the 
Nabisar area from where it will reach another spot of 
Vajihar storage in Tharparkar district before it ends 
up at the Thar coal power project site.  

The Sindh government is set to execute important 
projects worth millions of dollars to improve and 
reform irrigation infrastructure. It is, in fact, in line 
with the Sindh government’s policy that the irrigation 
sector requires investment right from barrages to canal 
commands to meet growing challenges concerning the 
supply of water in the province. These projects are 
expected to reform the system to a large extent.  

The provincial government is also working on an 
anti-water theft law, whose concept paper is being 
evaluated by senior irrigation experts. In addition, 
the government considers establishing a force to curb 
the menace of water theft. Besides, the government 
plans to increase the collection of abiyana (water 
charges) by ten times.   

Currently, Sindh’s revenue department collects 
water charges. However, the irrigation department 
believes it can do it better under a proper mechanism 
and setup. Therefore, the department is planning 
to create a body to ensure transparent and actual 
recovery of water charges that can be used to improve 
irrigation infrastructure. Officials say the Sindh 
government is working on legislation in this regard to 
have a system in place. 

Explaining the above-mentioned policy level 
initiatives by the government, newly appointed Sindh 
Irrigation Minister Jam Khan Shoro explains in an 
interview how the Sindh government is making efforts 
to overcome the energy crisis through the Thar Coal 
Power Project, which is a part of the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC). 

Historically, Sindh’s contribution to Pakistan’s GDP 
has remained between 30pc and 32.7pc, according 
to the provincial government data. Its share in the 
service sector has ranged from 21pc to 27.8pc and in 
the agriculture sector from 21.4pc to 27.7pc.

Mr Shoro says that growth in the agriculture sector 
is directly dependent on improving and strengthening 
the irrigation sector.   

Despite resource constraints, the provincial 
government is doing all it can to bring about 
qualitative changes and sustainable development in 
the irrigation sector, he says, adding: “We are nearing 
the completion of a national-level vital project which 
will ensure freshwater [canal water] supply to the 
Thar coal project.” 

He says the Sindh government is ensuring 
freshwater supply through a 64km lined channel to 
the coal power project at an expenditure of Rs42bn. 

“The Sindh irrigation department will draw 200 
cusecs of freshwater from Nara canal,” he says. The 
Sindh government is spending Rs42bn on this project. 
Of this, Rs10.62bn will be utilised for building the Thar 
carrier channel that would emanate from the Farash 
regulator. Its cost is partly (Rs5bn) shared by the 
federal government. From this regulator, the channel 
would take water to the first storage at Nabisar and 
then the 61km Nabisar-Vajihar pipeline would take 
water to Islamkot at the project site. “We have cut our 
share out of the interprovincial distribution of water 
under the 1991 water accord to ensure supply to the 
Thar coal power project,” the irrigation minister says. 
“This shows how the Sindh government attaches 
great importance to this national-level project.” 

He says that considering the importance of the 
irrigation system and growth in the agriculture 
sector, the Sindh government has also envisioned 
a project under foreign assistance. The Rs51.15bn 
project, called the Sindh Water and Agriculture 
Transformation (SWAT), is in the pipeline to address 
issues with an integrated approach in the water 
and agriculture sectors. SWAT is in line with the 
integrated water resource management (IWRM) 
approach, which is part of the National Water 
Policy, he says. The five-year project will enter the 
implementation stage by the next year and aims to 
address the interlinked issues related to water, food 
security and agriculture.   

The overarching theme of SWAT is to increase 
agricultural and water productivity and improve 
water resources management. It is expected to boost 
Sindh’s rural economy and address water-related 
environmental degradation. Sindh could get much 
more value from its agricultural sector while using 
less water. SWAT will help the provincial government 
follow up on the 2018 Sindh Agricultural Policy and 
the 2018 Pakistan National Water Policy (of which 
Sindh is a signatory), which includes the principles 
of integrated water resources management and more 
efficient water services.  

He says that the project aims to ensure the 
additional lining of already improved watercourses 
at farm level. In Sindh, 30pc length of around 34,000 
watercourses has already been lined. Under SWAT, 

it has been proposed that 2,640 watercourses will be 
taken up for additional lining of up to 50pc length. 
Around 8,000 watercourses were improved during 
the 1977-2004 period but they lost their utility due 
to decades of wear and tear, insufficient maintenance 
and weathering disasters. Under SWAT, it has been 
proposed that 300 watercourses will be taken up for 
rehabilitation that have completed their economic 
life for water conservation and increased efficiency.  

Mr Shoro says that SWAT seeks to promote climate-
smart agriculture (CSA) as an integrated approach to 
managing landscapes — cropland, livestock, forests 
and fisheries — that address interlinked challenges of 
food security and climate change. CSA aims to achieve 
increased productivity and profitability, enhanced 
resilience, and reduced emissions where possible.   

After successful completion of the Water Sector 
Improvement Project (WSIP), SWAT is going to be 
another project of immense significance for Sindh, 
which, being a lower riparian region, faces water 
availability issues, the minister says. “The project will 
address issues concerning the right-bank canals of the 
Indus river in the upper Sindh region which are prone 
to water shortage,” he says. “A feasibility study will be 
carried out to suggest measures for addressing the issues 
related to the right-bank canals of Sukkur barrage. The 
report will also discuss Manchar lake’s revival.”    

He adds that the revival of the freshwater lake 
is long overdue. It faces destruction due to the 
unending disposal of effluent from upper Sindh and 
Balochistan. Similarly, the pending issue of the Akram 
Wah canal, a lined channel of the Kotri barrage, will 
be addressed under SWAT. Akram Wah currently does 
not carry water as per its designed discharge, thus 
leading to an outcry from farmers, especially during 
the Kharif season.      

The minister points out that Sindh’s contiguous 
irrigation system stretches over 19,888km through its 
main canals, branches, distributaries and minors. This 
network feeds a gross command area of 17,584,115 
acres through three barrages of Sindh. The old system 
is also resultantly hit by technical problems. “The 
Sindh government is trying its best to spend money 
on the sector from time to time,” he says. However, 
making this investment available under its annual 
provincial development programme (ADP) becomes 
difficult. Thus the Sindh government collaborates 
with foreign donor agencies to keep the system going.      

He says that under the ongoing Sindh Barrages 
Improvement Programme, Sukkur and Guddu 
barrages are undergoing rehabilitation at the cost of 
millions of rupees. “We are replacing 65 main gates of 
the Guddu barrage and canals’ head regulators. With 
a designed discharge of 1.2m cusecs, the barrage faced 
superfloods in 2010 but successfully endured it. The 
rehabilitation of the Guddu barrage is being executed 
at the cost of Rs18.271bn and that of the Sukkur 
barrage at Rs14.685bn. All but ten gates of the Sukkur 
barrage will be replaced. The operating system of the 
Guddu barrage will also be changed. The project will 
be completed by December 2023,” he says. 

The conservation of the Indus river’s blind dolphins 
is also being taken care of under the project. Besides, 
desilting the Sukkur barrage’s Dadu and Rice canals 
in head reaches will also be done.      

With close to 8.2m acres of gross command area, the 
Sukkur barrage is the lifeline of Sindh’s agriculture 
sector. The barrage caters to 70pc irrigation water 
needs of the province’s agriculture with seven major 
canals, mostly perennial (which means they flow 
throughout the year). The barrage’s seven major 
canals feed upper and lower Sindh regions for all 
major cash crops like sugarcane, cotton, and wheat. 
Balochistan also gets its share of water through 
Sukkur and Guddu barrages.      

The minister says that the Sukkur barrage, built 
in 1932, has outlived its utility. It has successfully 
endured recent superfloods. Silting at all three 
barrages is a cause of concern. Mr Shoro believes 
that silt can only be cleared through freshwater 
flows because other technical measures to remove 
mud from the bed involve huge costs. He maintains 
that the right-bank canals of the Sukkur barrage 
do not get the required flows which causes water 
shortage. “We need a barrage somewhere in Sindh 
for which a survey will have to be conducted. We 
have already started a discussion over this proposal 
as well,” he says.

He says that the factor of climate change is a recent 
phenomenon, but it has started affecting the water 
sector due to unreliable flows, drought and excessive 
rains in case of extreme weather events. “The Sindh 
government is not unmindful of these issues. It is 
envisioning projects in this context and that’s why 
multiple initiatives are planned,” he says. 

Simultaneously, the interprovincial water 
distribution issue makes ensuring desired water 
supplies a bit difficult, the minister says, adding 
that Sindh always seeks to ensure water distribution 
according to the Water Apportionment Accord 1991 to 
get its due share. “Although we had reservations over 
the accord as it was finalised by someone not a duly 
elected representative of Sindh and had no mandate, 
we still believe this is a consensus document and 
should be implemented in letter and spirit, which is 
not happening,” he asserts.      

He says that sea intrusion is fast devouring 
agricultural lands and, according to one estimate, 
3.2m acres of farmland has been affected in the 
coastal districts of Sindh. Sindh is quite concerned 
about sea intrusion, which is threatening soil fertility 
even further. The intrusion is directly linked with the 
non-availability of required water flows downstream 
the Kotri barrage to keep sea intrusion in check and 
the Indus delta’s ecosystem intact. These water flows 
are to be released necessarily. “But this is not the case 

IrrIgatION

CONTINUED ON PAGE 49

An aerial view of the Indus River Delta.Jam Khan Shoro, Sindh’s Irrigation Minister.

The Sukkur Barrage was completed in 1932.

A dry riverbed in Kotri.

The Kotri Barrage began to operate in 1955.
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maNagINg SINDH’S crOp prODuctIVIty
MoHaMMad HUSSaIN KHaN dISCUSSeS How beTTeR waTeR MaNageMeNT wIll booST CRop pRodUCTIvITy IN THe pRovINCe.

agrIculture

P
AKISTAN is blessed with a rich 
agriculture sector that caters to 
food needs of one of the largest 
populations — fifth with 225 
million as per UN figures released 
this year — in the world. The 
country’s population has an annual 

fertility rate of 3.6 children per couple, according to 
the 2020 World Population Data Sheet released by 
the US Population Reference Bureau, Washington.

The report estimates that the world today has a 
total of 7.8 billion inhabitants and places South Asia 
among the fastest-growing region in the world by 
population. Within the region, it marks Afghanistan 
and Pakistan as the fastest-growing populations, 
and therefore, the need for food provision can easily 
be understood against this backdrop.

Within Pakistan, Sindh’s contribution in food 
production is immense after Punjab, the largest 
province of the country by population. The 
province’s farm sector is supposed to keep pace 
with the demand for food supplies for this rapidly 
growing population — the second largest after 
Punjab. Luckily, Sindh has a climate that suits 
a variety of crops, including four major cash and 
other smaller but high-value crops in different 
regions — upper, lower and middle Sindh.

The agriculture sector’s growth is directly 
dependent on the water sector. Sindh, fortunately, has 
a contiguous irrigation system that feeds large swathes 
of its agricultural lands to help produce grain. Amidst 
vicissitudes, the agriculture sector has been ensuring 
sustainable grain production. In fact, the sector has 
shown resilience even in times of pandemic for the last 
two years when stricter lockdowns were experienced 
by people ever since the Covid-19 disease made its 
presence felt here in February 2020.

While grappling with the pandemic, the sector has 
not failed people as far as their food requirement is 
concerned. Sindh’s agriculture sector is diverse. It is 
evident from the cultivation of major crops besides 
fruits, vegetables and oilseeds. Among fruits, dates 
and bananas are something produced exclusively 
in Sindh and transported across the country. These 
are exportable commodities.

A simple look at recent figures compiled by the 
Sindh agriculture department for 2020-21 shows 
that the province’s contribution in crops is just 
significant. As per these statistics, Sindh produced 
14.5pc of Pakistan’s total wheat, 38.6pc of rice, 
30.1pc of cotton, 25pc of sugarcane, 88.3pc of red 
chillies and 34pc of tomato.

The total cropped area of Sindh, according to 
provisional estimates, was assessed at 3,654,072 
hectares (over 9.03m acres) for the same year, with 
74pc of total acreage going under major crops, 
including wheat being cultivated at 1,202,475ha, 
cotton 474,818ha, rice 708,983ha, and sugarcane 
279,694ha. As for production, wheat stands at 
4,043,166 tonnes, cotton 1,861,785 tonnes, rice 
2,416,068 tonnes and sugarcane 18,335,533 tonnes.

Mangoes — especially sindhri and Khairpur’s 
chaunsa — remain popular among people and their 
exports also remain high. Vegetables like onion, 
tomato and chillies are grown at a considerable 
scale to feed Sindh, nay Pakistan. It is perhaps 
this diversity and agriculture produces that enable 
Pakistan to end up among top ten countries when 
the size of cash crops like rice, cotton, wheat and 
sugarcane is assessed globally.

Apart from this rich agricultural profile of 

Sindh, some points must be made. The availability 
of numbers for data remains an issue in the 
country. A safe assumption, however, is that the 
province’s contribution to Pakistan’s agricultural 
GDP is around 23pc. According to farmers’ 
representatives and experts, this contribution can 
be enhanced and even doubled. This needs policy 
initiatives, sensitisation, farm mechanisation and 
modernisation and serious attention — both at 
provincial and federal levels. These initiatives, if 
implemented in letter and spirit, would lead to 
more productivity with increased per-acre yields.

GROWING CHALLENGES
Sindh has fair yields, by and large best soils 

and labour force, which are counted as factors of 
production. The agrarian economy of Sindh involves 
teeming millions, who are dependent on it directly 
and indirectly to eke out a living. Food security over 
the years has become a global issue and Pakistan 
is no exception. Naturally, Sindh’s challenges are 
growing to meet this requirement, too.

To begin with, being a lower riparian province 
and at the extreme tail of Indus basin, Sindh 
faces a shortage of water. It undermines desired 
productivity in major crops, which are sown 
belatedly for want of irrigation water. As water 
is critical to ensure crops’ growth, its judicious 
distribution can change the situation in all respects. 
While discord over distribution is unabated, 
Sindh’s irrigation network is also replete with 
infrastructural development issues. It needs policy-
level interventions to avoid wastages, and some are 
being taken in hand for the purpose. The irrigation 
network, indeed, needs massive investment that a 
province cannot single-handedly manage.

Currently, the Sindh Barrages Improvement 
Programme is under way. It would certainly 
be beneficial for Sukkur and Guddu barrages, 
respectively built in 1932 and 1962 and have 
sustained super floods in 2010. Sukkur barrage is 
Sindh’s lifeline and irrigates close to 8.2m acres 
of land or makes 70pc of water available in the 
agriculture sector. However, efficient use of water 
eludes the farm sector. This can only be done 
through the lining of irrigation network at canals, 
distributaries and watercourse levels.

In 2019, the Pakistan Academy of Sciences 
released a report titled ‘Water Security Issues of 
Agriculture in Pakistan’, drafted by experts like 
Riaz Hussain Qureshi and Mohammad Ashraf. 
Discussing wastages in the irrigation system, it said 
Pakistan’s contiguous irrigation system remains the 
most “inefficient” system where over 60pc water is 
lost during conveyance in the channels.

The break-up shows that the highest conveyance 
losses — at 31pc — are assessed at watercourse 
level followed by 29pc in fields and 15pc in 
the canal system. This calls for laser levelling, 
applying irrigation water according to crop water 
requirements and adopting proper irrigation 
scheduling instead of conventional flood irrigation.

About rice cultivation in Sindh, the report 
specifically disapproves the ‘pancho system’ of 
irrigation for rice crops (witnessed in the upper 
region of Sindh). Under this practice, standing 
water of rice fields is drained out every four to 
five days at regular intervals in adjoining low-lying 
areas and is replaced with freshwater amidst the 
misconception that this reduces water temperature 
and salinity level in the field. The report says 

that about 785mm (59pc) more water was applied 
under the pancho system and it decreases yields 
and increases waterlogging and salinity besides 
the use of additional labour. Right-bank districts 
in Sindh’s upper region are rice-producing areas, 
where mostly the coarse variety is growing which is 
mostly exported to the African region.

“Actually, Sindh badly needs laser land levelling 
to have a uniform and efficient use of water. Today, 
the world is talking about ‘more crop for each drop’ to 
sensitise farmers about saving water and have more 
productivity,” argues expert and former Pakistan 
Agriculture Research Council chairman Dr Yusuf 
Zafar. He says this area water efficiency should be 
given preference. He adds that another area that is 
not being properly addressed is the development of 
the command area of rainwater harvesting dams — 
built in different regions in Sindh — that otherwise 
will lead to saving a considerable amount of water 
to be used in agriculture.

He says water, being a precious commodity, needs 
to be saved given the climate change phenomenon 
which is threatening flows. Besides, increasing rice 
cultivation would lead to the wastage of freshwater 
if efficient irrigation water usage is not done, he 
adds, and points out that yields’ gaps must be 
overcome. He says Sindh’s contribution in fruits like 
dates is huge. It also has the edge in the cultivation 
of onion and chillies and 95pc of these crops are 
produced in the province.

Mahmood Nawaz Shah agrees with Zafar. “We 
can double our crops’ yields easily,” says Shah, 
the vice president of Sindh Abadgar Board (SAB), 
a vibrant farmers’ body in the province. “We 
have virgin lands that are fertile but need the 
availability of water for agriculture activities,” he 
says. “We must focus pre- and post-harvest losses in 
the horticulture sector that are considerable.”

WANING COTTON PRODUCTION
Shah says that among major crops, seed cotton 

(phutti) has been witnessing bumper crops until the 
last few years but now has regularly been hit by pink 
bollworm and yields have dropped significantly. 
While better cotton production is being anticipated 
this year, “we have to make production in the cotton 
sector sustainable as it is a cash crop”, he contends.

As for onion, a per-acre yield of ten tonnes can 
be obtained as is done India, he says. As far as 
sugarcane crop is concerned, a progressive farmer 
in Sindh gets 900 to 1,000 maunds — with a maund 
weighing around 37.3kg — of yields per acre, 
whereas national yields of cane vary between 500 
and 600 maunds an acre.

“This shows we have the potential for more per-
acre productivity in crops but that are not being 
exploited. We need specific measures like strong 
regulatory framework, adequate prices of crop, 
subsidies and sensitisation of farmers as well,” 
Shah said. Quality and certified seed is an area that 
is always being overlooked which is otherwise key 
to ensure better yields, he says.

To quote veteran grower Abdul Majeed Nizamani, 
Sindh used to have a crop zoning system during the 
colonial era in which districts were marked for the 
cultivation of some particular crops like cotton, 
sugarcane and rice. But things have changed since 
then. For instance, sugarcane is now regularly 
grown with unusual growth of sugar factories in 
areas otherwise known as cotton zones, such as the 
Ghotki district. A recent visit by this scribe to upper 

Sindh revealed that water-guzzling sugarcane crop 
is being grown even in the riverine area of the Indus 
river on a massive scale, with groundwater being 
used excessively for its cultivation. Groundwater 
abstraction goes unchecked across the province 
and merits the government’s attention.

Sugarcane has clearly made great inroads in the 
cotton zone in the last ten to 15 years to stomach 
cotton acreage. Until a decade back, Sindh had 
achieved record production of 4.2m bales in 2009-
10. Then onwards, cotton production declined 
for various reasons, including extreme weather 
events and substandard Bt cotton’s seed that has 
lost vigour. Besides, Pakistan’s textile industry has 
started preferring the import of cotton only at the 
cost of local cotton production. The government has 
yet to address the seed’s purity issue.

Another crop to focus on is the sunflower, which has 
emerged as an important oilseed crop and can lessen 
the burden on the country’s foreign exchange spent 
on the import of edible oil. Sunflower cultivation 
peaked around 2010. It was a time when super floods 
had ravaged Sindh’s rice-growing areas located on 
the right bank. Sunflower can be grown belatedly 
and therefore it was promoted after floods in August 
in flood-affected areas. Its acreage was recorded at 
264,964ha in the 2010-11 season, but it then declined 
to 65,883ha in 2015-16. Even before floods, sunflower 
cultivation showed an upward trend from 2005-06 to 
2009-10 season when it ranged between 248,979ha 
and 220,963ha. The Pakistan Oilseed Development 
Board (PODB) — which had been looking after 
its cultivation in Sindh and Balochistan — was 
abolished after the 18th constitutional amendment 
and now exists at federal level alone.

Recent figures of the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics 
showed that the country’s food import bill widened 
by over 50pc to $1.473 billion in the first two months 
(July and August) of the current fiscal year compared 
to $0.980bn a year ago. Palm oil imports grew by 
63.59pc in value in July-August to $577.022m from 
$352.729m in the year-ago period. This important 
crop has not gained lost ground yet. Farmers, faced 
with price issues and solvent industry’s absence, 
started switching over to other crops as they are 
dependent on cash flows availability. In the absence 
of a farmer-friendly loaning system, growers turned 
to informal lenders, who charge an exorbitant 
mark-up. Commercial banks usually turn a blind 
eye to growers’ requests of credit financing and the 
financing process itself is inherently cumbersome.

EMERGENCY PROGRAMME
The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf government 

announced a Rs309bn Agriculture Emergency 
Programme in 2018-19. It covers crops like wheat, rice, 
sugarcane and oilseed crops of sunflower and canola, 
besides fisheries and livestock components. Sindh, 
perhaps, is reluctant to join the programme. Federal 
and provincial governments were to offer their shares 
on a 60-40 basis. Of this programme, a Rs10.176bn 
National Oilseeds Enhancement Programme is part 
of the 10-point emergency programme. However, 
Sindh has yet to become part of it.

A federal government official associated 
with the oilseed development component of 
the programme confides that Sindh’s share 
is worked out at Rs2.113bn and the federal 
government will pitch in Rs1.334bn for the 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 55

Bords de l’Indus, a Saccar-Baccar (On the banks of the Indus at Sukkur-Bukkur). c. 1843. Lithograph based on a drawing by Prince Alexis Soltykoff.
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I
T is a common saying here that if you plant a mango tree, 
your generation will gather the fruit. Not in a literal sense 
though. It means it takes a long time for a mango orchard to 
grow and mature. 

We grew up seeing trees as they are, with some of them 
more than seven decades old. The trees stand thirty to forty 
feet apart from each other but have now formed a leafy 

canopy above our heads. One can spend the whole day under these 
trees without sunlight. 

However, there is a growing realisation that this should change 
and things should move in a commercial direction. Mango farming 
in Pakistan shouldn’t continue to yield five tonnes an acre when 25 
tonnes is the standard in many countries, including South Africa and 
Australia. For this to happen, we need to follow international mango 
farming techniques, increase the number of trees per acre, 
improve nutritional management, etc. 

At present, with limited support from research and development, 
mango growers have embarked upon experimentation on their 
own. For example, 150 growers in Sindh and Punjab, under advice 
from an expert in South Africa, planted 800 to 1,200 trees per 
acre in 2018 against 25 to 40 trees per acre. 

This practice of planting more trees to grow on a smaller 
area is called the small tree system (STS) or ultra-high-density 
plantation. The results of this new farming technique will only 
come after four to eight years. We should keep our fingers crossed. 

Currently, the leading mango varieties have been sindhri, 
langra, Anwar ratool, sunehra and Banganapalle. One can see 
many other varieties — up to 200 — in mango exhibitions. 
However, sindhri remains the jewel in the crown and a common 
denominator in Sindh’s orchards. Sindhri by far is the largest 
grown mango variety and has a major share in exports. Besides 
being a traditional variety, it also offers a lot of commercial sense 
thanks to its colour, taste and high resilience to sea shipping. 
I remember one Australian expert remarked that sindhri has 
shown tremendous resilience to endure shipping times of 25 days 
from Pakistan to the UK. 

Experts can explain it better but it has been observed that the 
sindhri cultivar grown in Punjab has never produced the same 
colour, taste, shape and texture as it does in Sindh,  especially in 
the southern part of the province. 

That said, production is not the only challenge as far as mango farming 
is concerned. The supply chain also needs to be revolutionised to cater to 
consumers’ demands. Beginning from logistics to exports, each and every 
step needs rethinking and investments. 

According to the Asian Development Bank (ADB), Pakistan produces 
13 million tonnes of fruits and vegetables but, unfortunately, the country 
has only 990,000 tonnes of cold storage capacity. And while we are still 
relying on old-fashioned cold rooms, the world has moved on to controlled 
atmosphere logistics and storage systems where humidity, carbon 
dioxide, oxygen, etc., are also controlled apart from just temperature. In 
simple words, the shelf life and quality of fruits and vegetables can be 
maintained and enhanced if we start using modern techniques. 

If we fail to follow the right protocols and best practices, reaching 
out to high-end markets will remain a distant dream. In Pakistan, we 
continue to export fruits at low value with limited volumes. More than 60 
per cent of our produce goes to the Middle East and Iran and it wouldn’t 
be an exaggeration to say that the fruit is dumped in these markets. 

Our potential to market horticultural products, especially mangoes, is 
immense and the demand for the fruit remains strong, but the needs must 

be understood. For instance, most of the European Union’s 500 million 
wealthy people tend to buy from supermarkets, where, unfortunately, 
the footprint of Pakistani produce is almost zero. The local customer in 
those markets doesn’t know much about Pakistani mangoes. In contrast, 
countries like New Zealand have successfully marketed kiwi fruit and 
have made it a global commodity. 

So, the sixty-four thousand dollar question is: when it comes to mangoes, 
how can we achieve higher production volumes and fetch better per-unit 
prices? What we as growers can do is make a concerted effort. In this 
regard, we recently formed a company named Sindh Mango Growers 
and Exporters (SMGE). A similar effort was seen in Punjab in the shape 
of Progressive Mango Growers (PMG). These companies developed 
packaging houses having facilities like hot-water treatment (HWT), 
grading, forced cooling, etc. The basic infrastructure was put in place at 

farms with support from the US Agency for International Development 
(USAID) and we got facilities and farms certified by GLOBALG.A.P. 
Risk Assessment on Social Practices (GRASP) and Hazard Analysis 
and Critical Control Points (HACCP). These certifications are the basic 
compliances required for entry to supermarkets in the European Union 
to even consider importing the fruit. 

From 2014 to 2018, the SMGE was able to market fruit in major UK 
supermarkets, such as ASDA, Morrisons and Tesco. Another landmark 
was exporting mangoes through the sea in controlled atmosphere 
containers for the first time ever from Pakistan. Although we faced a 
lot of discouragement from the industry initially, we followed the advice 
of experts from the Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research (ACIAR) who worked with us on the field by describing 
parameters like temperatures, oxygen and carbon dioxide settings. These 
sea shipments were a technical success and were reviewed and published 
in reports by USAID, ACIAR and Tesco and mentioned mangoes arriving 
in good quality despite a turnaround time of 30 days. 

One may ask why we didn’t continue. There are several reasons. One 
is that we in the SMGE anticipated a higher demand from the region. 

However, we realised that this could only happen when the fruit is 
marketed to non-ethnic buyers, and that required a huge marketing 
expenditure, something our small company could not afford. 

However, the lessons learned for Pakistan’s mango industry are 
invaluable. The parameters developed during the process — which are 
now available to the entire industry — can change the landscape for 
good. The experience shows that by working with growers and on the 
field where raw material is produced, the results in the horticulture 
industry can be of great value.

Going forward, the industry can be developed in the light of 
these experiences. The way forward for all stakeholders, including 
development agencies like the Trade Development Authority of Pakistan, 
is to start working with supermarkets in countries where market access 
is available. The usual activities of participating in trade fairs, mango 

diplomacy, etc., should continue, but the focus now needs to be on 
supermarkets which are real commercial operators churning out 
billions of dollars of business. There is a need to develop a long-
term strategy to introduce mangoes to the non-ethnic population 
the world over.

The purpose of developing a relationship is to get close to 
consumers and develop aggressive promotional programmes 
with them. These promotions should be commercial in nature, 
meaning to work with companies in Pakistan that are able to 
supply to these supermarkets. It is critical for stakeholders in 
Pakistan to understand that consumers today require more 
information of fruit or a vegetable that they consume, e.g. 
chemicals used, social compliance, etc., these can only be 
achieved through the traceability of fruits and vegetables up to 
the block in an orchard. These can be achieved only when the 
whole supply chain is integrated. 

Another aspect in the horticulture industry and quite relevant 
to mangoes is value-addition. While we should continue to 
work on market penetration for fresh fruit and vegetables, 
new products like ready-to-eat small convenient packs like the 
individual quick-frozen (IQF) fruits and vegetables in dried form 
and fruit- and vegetable-based candies and drinks. This whole 
industry, if developed in Pakistan, is likely to increase our export-

based horticulture industry. This will be able to cater to valuable 
markets like the European Union and the countries that are 
part of China’s massive One Belt One Road (OBOR) initiative.

Talking of OBOR, a lot has been said about the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) in our part of the world. However, much 
needs to be done to focus on initiatives that can help us take advantage 
of market opportunities for the horticultural produce of Pakistan. The 
countries on OBOR are essentially those that require tropical products. 
In Pakistan, we can produce or are already producing the goods required 
in these countries, but what we can do is bring them in the right form 
through value addition. While we have signed a free trade agreement 
with China, we are not selling products as per market requirements. Our 
products are too raw, which limits our chances of making the most of the 
real potential that exists in these markets. 

If we are able to put our own house in order, develop infrastructure, 
promote progressive companies and make an aggressive plan, 
Pakistan’s horticultural export — currently hovering around $440 
million — can jump to $2 billion, which countries like Vietnam have 
achieved within ten years. g

The writer is Senior Vice President, 
Sindh Abadgar Board (SAB).
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TeCHNIqUeS, wRITeS MaHMood Nawaz SHaH. 

A mango orchard in Mirpurkhas. 
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“KaracHI waS DeclareD ONe Of tHe mOSt DaNgerOuS cItIeS 
IN tHe wOrlD, but we INItIateD a targeteD OperatION 

agaINSt mIScreaNtS [aND] peace returNeD”

S
INDH Chief Secretary Mumtaz 
Ali Shah who retired recently is a 
seasoned civil servant. He was born 
in his ancestral village near Sehwan 
Sharif in the Jamshoro district. He 
received his primary education in his 
village and moved to Hyderabad for 

further schooling. He did his master’s in English 
literature and economics at the University of Sindh 
and took the CSS exam immediately afterwards. 
He joined the prestigious civil services in 1984 
and has served in a number of positions in federal, 
provincial and district governments for more than 
37 years. 

In addition to the basic training that he underwent 
at the Civil Services Academy in Lahore, Mr Shah 
completed a development studies course at Harvard 
University. He also received quality management 
training in Sweden.

Mr Shah’s initial postings were in Punjab where 
he mainly served in Multan and Dera Ghazi Khan 
as assistant commissioner. Then he moved to Sindh 
and worked as deputy commissioner of Thatta, 
Mirpur Khas and Umerkot. He also held the position 
of DCO in Badin, Mirpur Khas and Naseerabad. 
His tenure as Sindh home secretary witnessed a 
marked improvement in the law and order situation 
in Karachi. He served as federal secretary for ports 
and shipping before assuming the charge of chief 
secretary in Sindh — a position he held for more 
than three years till his retirement.

The following are excerpts of his interview 
with Dawn.

Q. You’ve held so many positions in different tiers 
of bureaucracy for almost four decades. Which 
assignments did you enjoy the most and why?  

A. Some postings are more rewarding than others 
because they offer more opportunities to serve the 
public. I was DCO Badin for three years where I 
tried to improve the education system. I developed 
a five-year education plan and successfully 
implemented it. I also helped establish a campus 
of the University of Sindh there. I helped set up 
libraries and a thalassemia centre. In addition, I 
also enjoyed my posting as managing director of 
the Sindh Small Industries Corporation for three 
years. The organisation was not in good shape when 
I joined it. But I restructured and reformed it and 
eventually turned it around.

Q. Which tier of bureaucracy lets a civil servant 
do the most impactful work? 

A. Every tier of bureaucracy offers different kinds 
of opportunities to serve. In the beginning of my 
career, I got to work as assistant commissioner and 
deputy commissioner. These positions provided me 
with the opportunity to work closely with people 
at the grass-roots level. These positions let one be 
in the field and serve the public at a very basic 
level. But as one moves into senior positions, they 
get to take more policy-level decisions. That kind 
of decision-making has a province-wide impact and 
has wide-ranging consequences for a larger number 
of people.

Q. What’re some of the main challenges that you’ve 
faced and overcome in your recent assignments?

A. We’ve been managing Covid-19 for the last 
two years. The pandemic hit soon after I took 
charge. Everyone agrees that Sindh has tackled 
the pandemic in the best possible manner. It was 

all teamwork. The chief minister led the effort 
and all departments played their respective roles. 
Pakistan Army, Aga Khan Hospital, World Health 
Organisation and Indus Hospital have been with 
us every step of the way. We and the National 
Command Operation Centre (NCOC) have been 
coordinating closely and taken important measures 
to fight Covid-19. In fact, our strategy has been so 
effective that other provinces have replicated it. 

There was a serious issue of law and order in 
Karachi when I took charge as Sindh home secretary 
in 2012-13. Karachi was declared one of the most 
dangerous cities in the world. But then we initiated 
a targeted operation against miscreants. All kinds of 
forces and agencies joined hands with us. From the 
army, rangers and intelligence agencies to ordinary 
citizens, everyone played their part in bringing 
normalcy to Karachi. Peace returned to Karachi and 
its ranking in global indices improved significantly. 

Q. What’s the biggest challenge facing Karachi?
A. Karachi used to have a major crisis of law and 

order. But that has largely gone away. The biggest 
challenge is infrastructure. We must fix it. The 
federal and Sindh governments have been trying 
to address the infrastructure deficit. A Karachi 
diagnostic study was carried out by the World 

Bank to assess the development requirements. It 
concluded that Karachi’s infrastructure requires 
an investment of $8-10bn. It’s a big amount. Now 
the federal and provincial governments, along with 
foreign institutions like the World Bank and Asian 
development Bank, have come up with a plan. Its 
implementation has also begun. I think the Green 
Line and Orange Line, which are two of the six Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) lines, along with the Karachi 
Circular Railway constitute a solution to Karachi’s 
mass transit challenge.

Q. It’s perceived that political differences 
between federal and provincial governments leave 
a bad impact on governance at the grassroots. To 
what extent is this true in the case of Sindh?

A. Political differences emerge and hurt 
governance in a province when a different political 
party is in power at the federal level. However, both 
governments try their best to complement each 
other administratively. Problems arise sometimes, 
but everyone tries to peacefully resolve such 
differences before they get big enough to hurt 
governance. Every political party has different 
priorities but a working relationship is always 
maintained among different tiers of government.

Q. What’s the role of the chief secretary’s office in 
mitigating such differences? 

A. The bureaucracy always follows the law. It 
never takes sides. Officers are supposed to stick to 
their code of conduct. If there is any difference, we 
try to resolve it as per the rules.

Q. It’s often said in the mainstream media that 
the state of governance in Sindh is worse than that 
in Punjab. Do you agree?

A. Every province is developing infrastructure 
at its own pace. Every province has its own 
strengths and weaknesses. Sindh has many 
success stories, especially in the health sector. 
One such example is the National Institute of 
Cardiovascular Diseases (NICVD). It’s an old 
institution that was set up in the 1960s and 
existed for years under the federal government. 
The provincial government invested heavily after 
taking it over. Now it’s giving free heart treatment 
to people from all over the country. This kind of 
facility is unheard of even globally. The facility 
is not restricted to the people in Sindh. Earlier, 
it existed only in Karachi, but now it operates in 
eight different places. 

Another great example is the Gambat Institute 
of Medical Sciences, which is doing free-of-cost 
liver transplants. Until now, more than 500 liver 
transplants have taken place there at zero cost 
to patients. The procedure is supposed to be 
expensive as people would earlier go abroad for 
treatment. Liver, cornea and kidney transplants 
are taking place there. Such institutes don’t exist 
anywhere else in the country. 

As for education, the Sindh Education 
Foundation (SEF) is a great success story. 
The foundation runs high-quality educational 
institutes in both rural and urban areas while 
receiving funds from the provincial government 
on a per-student basis. About 700,000 students are 
studying in more than 1,600 schools of the SEF.

Another great educational initiative is the 
Institute of Business Administration (IBA), 
Sukkur. It’s a world-class university whose 
graduates get preferential treatment by blue-chip 
companies. 

Another great project is Thar coal. The Sindh 
government has spent heavily on infrastructure in 
and around Thar after setting up a mining project 
with a majority stake. Local people are getting 
jobs and economic activity has gathered pace. The 
government has connected Mithi to Tharparkar 
and rebuilt a major bridge. In Islamkot, the Sindh 
government has established an airport using its 
own resources. No such thing has ever been done 
by any other provincial government in Pakistan. 
It did so to ensure that the full potential of Thar 
coal is exploited. The open-pit mining project 
is already providing coal to a 660-megawatt 

electricity plant. Chinese companies are working 
in another block of the Thar coalfield. Coal that 
will eventually be mined in all of the six blocks 
will be sufficient for the entire country. 

Q. What benefits has the National finance 
Commission (NfC) brought to the provinces?

A. All the provinces sat together and agreed to 
an NFC formula. All the provinces are satisfied 
because the formula has improved their financial 
position significantly. The provinces have better 
finances, but a large part of the revenue collection 
is by the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR). 
Resource distribution among the provinces 
suffers whenever the FBR’s collection of taxes 
is insufficient. One persistent complaint of the 
provinces has been that they’ve not been receiving 
their due share from the federal government. 

That’s why the provincial government has set up 
the Sindh Revenue Board (SRB), which collects 
sales tax on services. Sindh was the first province 
to set up such a revenue-collecting body. Now 
other provinces have also followed suit. Initially, 
the annual target of the SRB was only Rs20 billion. 
Now the target has reached Rs120bn. The SRB has 
performed better than the FBR when it comes to 
efficiency in tax collection. It uses technology and 
there are very few complaints from taxpayers.

Another important achievement of the Sindh 
government is the implementation of the public-
private partnership (PPP) model. It’s the best 
model in the whole region as per a survey by The 
Economist. Sindh has done many infrastructure 
projects under the PPP model. The first of 
such projects was the Hyderabad-Mirpur Khas 
highway. The project has already recouped the 
initial investment and is now turning a profit. 
Another example of a successful PPP project is 
Thar coal where the provincial government has 
joined hands with Engro Corporation.

Q. Why is the pace of work on infrastructure 
development projects slow? 

A. Big projects take time. You have to make 
feasibility and prepare its PC-1. Then all the 
approvals consume a lot of time. If everything 
goes as per the timeline, Karachi’s infrastructure 
will be of international level in the next five to 
eight years. g
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Mumtaz Ali Shah, former Sindh Chief Secretary, at his office in Karachi.
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AT the time of finalising the content of this 
Special Report, Dr Muhammad Sohail 

Rajput assumed the charge of Sindh Chief 
Secretary as Syed Mumtaz Ali Shah retired 
from service. Due to printing deadlines, we 
were unable to have the new Chief Secretary’s 
vision about the province. We offer Dr Rajput 
our best wishes, and are sure that the province 
will have further success under his leadership.

tHe New SINDH cHIef Secretary
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tHe cOStS Of ruNaway urbaNISatION
A

LL discussion on urbanisation in 
Sindh revolves around Karachi. 
This is because Karachi’s 
population comprises 30 per cent 
of the total population and 62pc 
of urban population of Sindh. 
Whereas Lahore accounts for only 

7pc of the total population of Punjab and 22pc of its 
urban population. 

In Karachi, only 13pc of the residents speak 
Sindhi. However, in Lahore, Peshawar and Quetta, an 
overwhelming percentage of the people speak local 
languages. Thus, Karachi is a non-Sindhi-speaking 
capital of a Sindhi-speaking province. This aspect, 
accompanied by demographic changes owing to large-
scale migration from other provinces, defines the 
process of urbanisation and the politics of the province. 

Apart from Karachi, Sindh has only two cities with a 
population of over 500,000 – Sukkur and Hyderabad. 
There are six cities with a population between 150,000 
and 200,000 and 22 towns that have fewer than 10,000. 
What makes urbanisation in Sindh unique is that the 
province’s total growth in urban population between 
1998 and 2017 has approximately been 18 million, 
of which only 8m is officially attributed to Karachi. 
Unofficially, this figure varies between 12m and 15m. 

The secondary and smaller towns of Sindh have 
developed in a similar manner. After Partition, there 
was an influx of refugees from India. Simultaneously, 
Hindu merchants who managed, with the help of the 
bureaucracy, and contributed to the maintenance and 
development of these towns, migrated to India. Hence, 
partition rendered the existing systems of governance 
ineffective. Plans for the increasing needs of these 
towns were not developed and even if they were, they 
were prepared by Karachi-based government agencies 
or consultants who knew very little about these cities. 
The sociological needs of these smaller towns were 
never integrated into the planning process. This was 
also because the local governments in these towns did 
not have the capacity or the capability to implement 
such development plans. 

Despite these challenges, in the Ayub and Bhutto 
era, several projects for water supply and sewage 
treatment were executed in Larkana, Sukkur and 
Hyderabad, along with a number of smaller towns. 
However, not a single one of those projects is functional 
today. In Sukkur, most of the city receives untreated 
water directly from the Indus River and the sewage 
is discharged directly back into the river, completely 
bypassing the existing treatment plants. A similar 
situation exists in other cities. In Larkana, for example, 
water is drawn from the rice canal and discharged 
back into it. Where a natural drainage system is not 
available, sewage disposes into large cesspools which 
exist all over urban Sindh.

The fact that these water and sewage treatment 
facilities do not function tells us that there are 
no systems for their operation and maintenance. 
Municipal budgets allocate very little for these 
functions but have considerably larger allocations for 
capital-intensive new projects. 

Livability has become an important criterion for 
judging the quality of life in a city and one of its major 
indicators is health which is directly related to water, 
sanitation and hygiene. Formal medical facilities 
are insufficient, unaffordable and inaccessible. For 
instance, the critically-injured persons of the Sehwan 
bomb blast of 2017 had to be shifted to Hyderabad 
and Karachi for treatment. It is due to these and other 
similar factors that infant mortality in Sindh remains 
high: 62 per 1000.  

Moreover, the huge demand-and-supply gap in 
housing in the secondary and smaller cities also 
contributes to health issues. This gap is met by the 
creation of informal housing or through densification. 
Informal housing is created mostly by building shacks 
on vacant irrigation department land. Most of the 
inhabitants of these settlements are working class 
farmer tenants or fishing communities who have been 
evicted from their homes to create gated housing 
colonies, most of which remain unoccupied for years. 
Recently there have been large-scale evictions to clear 
informal settlements, including along the riverfront, 
leading to increased homelessness, and, loss of valuable 
agricultural assets and fishing activity, which has grave 
ecological implications that remain unaddressed. The 
absence of tenure security also has a major impact 
on mental health and hinders upward socio-economic 
mobility. 

Meanwhile, densification has taken place is in 
the historic cores of these towns where their built 
heritage and old mandis are located. Attempts at the 
preservation of this heritage are being made by the 
provincial department of culture. However, this is an 
uphill task as there are thousands of colonial and pre-
colonial buildings that qualify as heritage. In some 
of these cities, such as Shikarpur, Sehwan and Rohri, 
there are groups of young people who have organised 
themselves to protect their heritage but they have no 
links with government conservation programmes. 

Wholesale markets in these cities have also densified 
and the transport servicing them creates congestion. 
Attempts at relocating these markets outside the 
city have met with opposition from middlemen and 
the public as it raises the cost of doing business and 
retailing. The mandi relocation sites appear to have 
been decided in an ad hoc manner and do not seem to 
be the result of a planning exercise. 

 An attempt at resolving the congestion issue has 
been made through the building of bypasses in most 
of the secondary cities of Sindh resulting in improved 
traffic conditions and of opening up additional 
space for development. However, there is a fear that 
this development, if unplanned, will result in the 
congestion of the bypasses as well. In addition, a 
good road network connecting various cities has been 
developed increasing mobility, businesses and access 
to jobs. 

With this increase, transportation requirements have 
also increased but remain unmet. Inter-city transport has 
been a beneficiary of this demand and is entirely in the 
private sector. Luxurious buses have been placed on the 
routes between large cities but transportation between 
smaller cities and shorter routes is uncomfortable, 
insufficient and the vehicles are archaic. However, 
there are no well-planned, appropriately located, and 
commuter-friendly terminals. Because of the absence of 
intra-city transport people have resorted to purchasing 
motorbikes whose number has increased by 230pc 
between 2007 and 2017. This has created further 
congestion and also affected the housing sector, since 
people can now live 20km outside the city and commute 
to work on their motorbike. 

There is increasing participation from the smaller 
towns in Hyderabad-based festivals such as the Sindh 

Adabi Festival, Lahooti Melo, Sindh Culture Day, and 
the development of a number of cultural societies, 
such as the Sindh Community Foundation (SCF), in 
which the students and the young are involved.  

Karachi’s issues, however, are different. It’s a multi-
ethnic city in which 21 languages are spoken among 
which Sindhi, as mentioned earlier, is only spoken by 
13pc of the people. Karachi’s population increases 
by about 500,000 per year, of which more than half 
is through migration. Around 62pc of the population 
lives in katchi abadis which now have densities of up to 
3,000 persons per hectare. Karachi’s enormous wealth 
and institutions can only be controlled by the parties 
representing the Sindhi-speaking population by a 
highly centralised system whereas parties claiming to 
represent the non-Sindhi speaking population can only 
control it through a highly decentralised system. This 
has resulted in an absence of a consensus on what the 
governance system should be. The present law does not 
support the creation of a powerful local government 
and so many municipal functions are slowly being 
transferred to private sector companies such as the 
Sindh Solid Waste Management Board (MoUs were 
signed with Chinese and Spanish companies for 
garbage collection from Central and Korangi districts).  
Foreign companies are also involved in building 
the Bus Rapid Transit corridors in the city and the 
Karachi Building Control Authority is now the Sindh 
Building Control Authority and its bylaws and zoning 
regulations apply to the whole of Sindh. 

Karachi’s major problems, besides housing, are 
massive land encroachment by the private sector and 
development companies; building of housing colonies 
for speculation purposes on agricultural and pastoral 
lands; reclamation of sea land creating immense 
environmental and ecological problems; unregulated 

construction of high-rise buildings without an urban 
design plan creating stress on infrastructure (water, 
sewage, energy); the absence and failure of a proper 
municipality to collect garbage and manage its disposal; 
the rapid reduction of public transport; closing down of 
industries due to load shedding and high cost of power; 
acute shortage of water, drainage and sewage disposal 

in spite of the fact that there are two existing sewage 
treatment plants which do not receive sewage due to 
bad planning; and the rapidly disappearing historic 
heritage of the city. It is because of this that Karachi 
is ranked as the third most unlivable city in the world. 

In this background, regulating urbanisation in 
Sindh needs decentralised planning and management 
agencies. The task requires well-trained manpower, 
financial resources, and capacity building of all 
institutions involved in the urban drama; regional 
plans for the urbanising areas; coordination between 
Sindh’s urban development and management 
agencies; involvement of communities and their 
elected local government representatives in the 
planning and implementation process; a social 
housing program which includes the upgrading of 
informal settlements; land-use plans to guarantee that 
land is used in the interest of the public and for the 
protection and promotion of the natural environment; 
and the promotion of equity for which an urban land 
reform, comprising of a non-utilisation fee on vacant 
land, a land ceiling act limiting the size of individual 
land ownership, and a minimum level of density 
per hectare for human settlements. It is hoped that 
the Sindh Master Plan Authority and the proposed 
Karachi Master Plan 2050 will take these issues into 
consideration and that the huge World Bank loans we 
are taking will be used in a transparent manner.

 Another important aspect of urbanisation in 
Sindh is that 14pc of its population is young, with 
an increasing involvement of women in civil society 
movements, sports, media and the mainstream 
workforce. Dignity of labour, job security and the 
protection of fundamental human rights are also 
required to create an equitable and environmentally-
friendly urban Sindh. g

aRIf HaSaN aNd aMal HaSHIM eMpHaSISe THe Need foR SolUTIoNS baSed oN deCeNTRalISed plaNNINg aNd effeCTIve MaNageMeNT. 

A view of Karachi from the Trinity Church tower. c. 1860.

An aerial view of Karachi.

Regulating urbanisation in 
Sindh needs decentralised 
planning and management 
agencies. The task requires 
well-trained manpower, 
financial resources, and 
capacity building of 
institutions concerned.

A view of Clifton beach and its adjoining areas from a drone.
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tHe SOul
Of a cIty

T
HE city of lights; the city that never 
sleeps; mini Pakistan; the most hospi-
table city; city of the Quaid—call it by 
any name, the city that comes to my 
mind is Karachi. 

Karachi, once the humble abode 
of fishermen, was named Kolachi jo 

Goth in 1729 in honour of Mai Kolachi, a resident of 
the old settlement whose son is said to have killed 
a man-eating crocodile. During the late 18th century 
it came under the control of Khan of Kalat and was 
later annexed by the Talpurs. In the mid-19th century, 
the British started major projects to transform the 
city into a major seaport, and connected it with the 
railway network throughout the subcontinent. 

Karachi is one of the few cities in the world with such 
rich cultural diversity. The city’s population is a mix 
of people from different communities and linguistic 
and religious origins, who live and work with each 
other. It is this diversity and blend of cultures that 
has made life here so exciting and colourful.

It is the country’s largest and most populous city. 
From a population of around 400,000 in 1947, it has 
expanded exponentially and continues to do so as 
people continue to migrate here mostly for economic 
benefits, or due to political developments or natural 
calamities in other part of the country or the region. 
The major influx was of migrants from India after 
independence which continued throughout the 
1950s and early 1960s. During the 1960s, which saw 
rapid economic growth, large numbers of Punjabis 
and Pakhtuns came here, the Afghan refugees 
came during the ’80s. The city also received a large 
number of migrants from Bangladesh in the early 
’70s. According to the 2017 national census, the city’s 
population was around 16 million, though political 
parties in the province claim that the population 
far exceeds 20 million and that it has been 
underestimated to undermine the city’s political 
power. 

After independence, Karachi was selected to be 
the capital of the country and was administered as a 
federal district separate from Sindh until 1958 when 
the capital was shifted to Islamabad. It is now the 
provincial capital of Sindh province.

Karachi is a very happening city. It seems 
Karachiites are always on the go. Head outside at 
any time of the day and you won’t find the streets 
completely deserted. If people are not going to their 
educational institutes or workplace, they are out 
shopping, selling street food, eating, and drinking 
chai with friends at road side restaurants. An open 
chai shop late in the night, or people lining up to buy 
nihari for breakfast at the crack of dawn is not an 
unusual sight. On holidays or early morning hours, 
people can be seen riding bikes, or taking walks in 
the cool breeze as part of their workout. 

Karachiites love to eat out, and the options are 
unlimited. Depending on my mood and company, I 
can enjoy a lavish meal—not only desi cuisine but 
Chinese, Continental, Thai, Japanese, Lebanese, BBQ, 
sea food, etc.—at the various high-end restaurants 
scattered all over the city, or head to Do Darya along 
the sea shore, or visit any of the fast food outlets. If 
I am craving desi food I would brave traffic and visit 
Burns Road, or drive all the way to Super Highway 
where open air restaurants provide excellent food in 
rustic environment, though there is also the option 
of an inexpensive meal at one of the road side hotels 
anywhere in the city. Dhabas, which used to be the 
eateries of the working class, have taken a new 

dimension and are now the favourite hangout of the 
elite and fashionable. 

If I am craving sea food but don’t want to sit in a 
restaurant for a formal dinner, I can gather some like-
minded friends and head on to Keamari port and 
arrange for a mouth-watering meal of lobsters, crabs, 
fish, and prawns to be cooked on board. 

Karachi is a shoppers’ paradise. The city boasts of 
modern high-end shopping malls spread all over the 
city where I can get everything under one roof in air 
conditioned environment. At the same time there are 
traditional shopping areas or markets such as Tariq 
Road, Haidery Market, Zamzama, Saddar, etc. where 
I can buy all sorts of stuff at reasonable rates. These 
bazaars also give the liberty of using my bargaining 
skills, though it is not always possible. 

Talking of Saddar, it is not one market but 
comprises a large number of diverse markets such as 
Bohri Bazaar, Empress Market, Zainab Market, Co-

operative Market, etc. where I can buy anything and 
everything—from fruits and vegetables, to Jewellery, 
hand-embroidered fabrics, handicrafts, electronic 
items, electrical goods, leather products, traditional 
and ethnic gift items, etc. 

The markets in the old city area—Ranchore Lines 
Bazaar, Motan Das Market, Bolton Market, Mahboob 
Bakhsh, Jama Cloth Market and Khajoor Bazaar—
offer affordable and cheap shopping options for 
everyone. 

Living in the city we take many things for granted to 
the extent that some say there are no tourist places in 
Karachi. They can’t be more wrong. The picturesque 
colonial architecture of the Frere Hall; or Rajasthani 
style Mohatta Palace; the Empress Market; 
the headquarters of Karachi’s Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese, St Patrick’s Cathedral, etc. depict the 
rich architectural diversity of Karachi, were built in 
the pre-Partition days either by the Colonial rulers or 

the Hindus living here and are worth seeing. 
Many of the old buildings, though built for some 

other purpose, now house the various museums 
of Karachi. Among the notable museums are the 
Flagstaff House or Quaid-i-Azam Museum; the State 
Bank of Pakistan Museum; the National Museum 
that showcase ancient artefacts from the Indus 
Valley Civilisation, Gandhara civilisation, miniature 
paintings, and political manuscripts; and the PAF 
and Maritime Museums that feature the various 
aircrafts and artillery, etc. that have been in use by 
the Pakistan Air Force and the Pakistan Navy.

The Quaid’s Mausoleum is a must visit place when 
in Karachi. The building’s structure was inspired 
by the Uzbek Samanid Mosque, and is surrounded 
by a 53-hectare park that serves both as a national 
monument and a place of recreation and relaxation. 

Situated on top of a hill in Clifton area is the shrine 
of Abdullah Shah Ghazi, considered to be the patron 
saint of Karachi. The legend goes that no harm can 
come to Karachi as the city is under the Saint’s 
protection and that his mystical power and presence 
is the reason that cyclones usually miss hitting 
Karachi. 

Though Karachi is called a concrete jungle, it is not 
totally devoid of parks and green spaces. The biggest 
park in the city is the Safari Park, which was built in 
1970, with a sanctuary-style zoo. Not too far away is 
the Aziz Bhatti Park which has its own natural lake 
and its fresh grass is spread over eight acres. On the 
other side of the city, facing the Clifton beach, is the 
Bin Qasim Park that overlooks the 90-metre high Port 
Fountain of Karachi Port Trust. Set on 130 acres of 
land, Ibn-e-Qasim Park also houses a turtle pond and 
a rose garden. Among the other notable parks of the 
city is the massive Hill Park, which, along with its 
age-old trees and lush gardens, also has a pond full 
of ducks and a viewing gallery at the highest point 
of the hill with a great view of the city. Many of the 
city’s parks have jogging tracks, a playground with 
swings for kids as well as tuck shops and a gym on 
the premises.

Being a city by the sea, Karachi has many beaches 
one can visit for a dip, relax on the sand or take a 
walk by the sea to enjoy the fresh sea breeze. The Sea 
View, Hawkes Bay and Sandspit beaches are the most 
visited. You can ride on the shore in a buggy at Sea 
View or enjoy horse and camel rides after frolicking 
in the water or rent a hut for day-long or overnight 
stay at Hawks Bay and Sandspit. However, these 
are not the only beaches accessible to Karachiites. 
Those who can prefer the French Beach because of 
its unique location and private admission, while Cape 
Monze is surrounded by a hill where people can climb 
for a great view of the horizon and the dark blue sea 
and is home to endangered species like dolphins, 
whales and turtles. Balochistan’s pristine Sonmiani 
Beach is only at a two-hour drive from Karachi. A visit 
to Manora Island on a boat is a fun way to sail in the 
seas and spend a day at the beach; the lighthouse and 
the Shri Varun Dev Mandir there are worth visiting. 
Churna Island is only a two-hour drive away from 
Karachi, where you can swim, snorkel and scuba dive 
around the island’s reef. The mild winter of Karachi 
is a good time to visit the Turtle Beach—home to the 
green sea turtles—to spot turtles that come out to lay 
their eggs in the sands. 

Not a sea person or want to visit some historical 
places? No issues! Chaukhandi Tombs, a UNESCO 

KaracHI KaracHI HaI
wHaT MaKeS KaRaCHI a CITy lIKe No oTHeR? RIzwaNa NaqvI CoUNTS THe wayS.

A Sindhian and Attendants at Kurachee, Lower Sinde.  c. 1842.
Feeding the Rajah c. 1878. From Sketches from India: The Scared Alligators at Muggur Talao, Scinde. 
Lithograph based on a drawing by James Atkinson.

A Victoria carriage stands outside a nineteenth-century residence; prior to its demolition, it was located near 
Flagstaff House in Karachi c. 1865.

Karachi is one of the few cities in the world with such rich 
cultural diversity. The city’s population is a mix of people 
from different communities and linguistic and religious 
origins, who live and work with each other. It is this 
diversity and blend of cultures that has made life here so 
exciting and colourful.
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The Jehangir Kothari Parade painted soon after its construction in 1919 in watercolour by the famed Lahore Artist Ustad Mira Baksh, who was the principal of the then Mayo School of Arts (now NCA).
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World Heritage Site, 29km east of Karachi, is the 
graveyard of the Jokhio tribe. The tombs are notable 
for their elaborate sandstone carving similar to that 
of the Makli Necropolis. It is estimated that they 
were built between the 15th and 18th centuries when 
the Mughals ruled the subcontinent.

Drive a little further and see the prehistoric city 
of Bhanbore, 65km east of Karachi, which dates back 
to the first century BC. The city is associated with 
the story of Sassui-Punhun. The ruins of one of the 
earliest known mosques in the world, dating back to 
727 AD, can still be found here.

What Karachi does lack is the mountains that so 
attract people to the northern areas. But closer to 
the city is the Gorakh Hill Station in the Kirthar 
Mountains—about 400 km from Karachi— which is 
known for its nightlife, especially bonfire setup.

Though the city has seen periods of economic 
stagnation, especially during the late 1980s and 
1990s, due to socio-political unrest, it is still the 
centre of the country’s economy. Despite contributing 
the major share to Pakistan’s tax revenue—estimated 
to be more than 50 percent of the total collection of 

the federal revenue—the city has been neglected by 
successive governments. This is evident in the lack 
of infrastructure and facilities for the common man. 
Poor planning to house the migrants from all over 
the country and abroad has resulted in the eruption 
of shanty towns or katchi abadis. Approximately 
half of the city’s population live in these unplanned 
settlements, despite the city being called one of the 
most unban cities perhaps due to a few well-planned 
gated communities with all amenities of life. The city 
has no cohesive transport policy, and no government-
run public transport system, which results in 
abundance of private cars and motorbikes.

Karachi has been suffering from water shortages 
for years—though plans are made on paper to 
provide water to the city, they never materialise. 
Same is the case with sewerage system and garbage 
collection—overflowing gutters and piles of garbage 
everywhere tell a sorry tale, though, I am told, there 
were times when the city’s roads used to be washed 
daily. Residents dread the rainy season as roads are 
inundated after each rainfall, power goes off at the 
first drop of rain, not only in the low-lying areas but 
the posh localities too go without power for days.

Despite everything, Karachi is identified by its 
philanthropy and social service. The ambulance 
services run by the Edhi Foundation and Chippa, the 

Sindh Institute of Urology and Transplant, and the 
NICVD top the list of worth-mentioning organisations 
for their humanitarian services.

With the cost of living going up and the Covid-19 
situation a number of charity organisations (some of 
which have been working for years) have taken upon 
them to provide for the needy. During lockdown and 
even later hundreds of households are being provided 
with rations. Saylani and Alamgir Welfare Trusts 
have been providing free meals and other services 
for years. During Ramazan, close to Iftaar time one 
can see people along the roadside offering water and 
food to passers-by. In some areas, long tables and 
dastarkhwans appear on the sidewalks as Iftaar time 
approaches and anyone who wants can partake of the 
meal—no questions asked. 

I can proudly say ‘such is my Karachi’.
I have lived here almost my entire life and missed 

this place when abroad. Small puddles of water after 
the rain in Doha reminded me of the inundated Karachi 
roads; traffic jams of Dubai where people were patiently 
waiting for the traffic to move without honking horns 
or cutting lanes reminded me of the traffic jams in 
Karachi; the well-organised Singapore made me miss 
the chaos that becomes part of one’s life in Karachi. 

I can go anywhere in the world but my heart will 
always ache to come back to my Karachi. g

“mOre INDuStrIeS wIll eNSure better emplOymeNt 
OppOrtuNItIeS fOr KaracHI aND New ecONOmIc zONeS 

wIll be game-cHaNgerS IN paKIStaN”

K
ARACHI is a megacity with big problems, ranging from a 
shortage of water and electricity to a crumbling transport 
sector and bad law and order. And the city is bursting at 
the seams. 

This must change. In fact, much has already changed 
in recent years, believes Karachi administrator Murtaza 
Wahab Siddiqui. 

In an interview with Dawn, Mr Siddiqui mentions several projects and 
measures being undertaken by the Sindh government to address these 
myriad problems faced by the city’s residents. 

WATER SCARCITY
The city administrator agrees that there is a huge gap in the demand and 

supply of water in Karachi, which needs 1,100 million gallons per day (MGD) 
of water. 

He stresses that the provincial government is taking several measures, 
including desalination, in this regard to overcome the issue.

A major source of water for Karachi was Hub Dam, but a large amount of 
water is stolen on the way to Karachi, he regrets. The provincial government 
is now establishing a new canal from Hub Dam to the city. Karachi will be 
getting 100 MGD water through the canal and it will go to the city’s hardest-
hit District West. The 16-month project will start soon.

The administrator says the provincial government has also decided to 
increase Karachi’s share in the water coming from Keenjhar and Haleji lakes. 
The city will get 65 MGD additional water after the project’s completion. He 
says the project is about to start and will be completed within 30 months at 
the cost of Rs8 billion.

Speaking about the third and perhaps the most important provincial 
government measure to overcome Karachi’s water scarcity, Mr Siddiqui says 
desalination plants will be installed to make the sea water drinkable.

The Sindh government has held an investment conference to set up a 
desalination plant and signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with a 
Dubai-based company, whose representatives have visited Karachi and suggested 
two or three places to install the plant.

WORLD BANK PROJECTS
The Sindh government also initiated the Karachi Neighbourhood 

Improvement Project (KNIP) with the assistance of the World Bank. The 
project is aimed at enhancing public spaces in targeted neighbourhoods and 

improving the city’s capacity to provide selected administrative services.
The government has established a “very beautiful” People’s Square under 

the project, Mr Siddiqui says, adding that in the second phase, Lyari’s famous 
Kakri Ground will be converted into a modern sports facility. The issues 
related to roads and streetlights around the ground will also be fixed.

Besides, a project to revamp an old football stadium between Zamzama 
and Gizri has been approved and the work will start soon. Similarly, a stadium 
in Sherpao Colony will also be turned into a modern facility.

Mr Siddiqui says Boat Basin, a popular food street, will also be modernised, 
starting from Schon Circle to the last restaurant in the food street. “We will 
make it a modern food street,” he says, adding that parks next to the food 
street will be connected to it. All necessary work has been done in this regard.

Furthermore, work to repair dilapidated roads near Malir’s Kala Board and 
slum areas will start soon. All these projects will be carried out under KNIP.

Another World Bank-assisted scheme is the Competitive and Liveable City 
of Karachi (CLICK) project, which aims to strengthen the performance of 
local councils to increase citizen engagement and gender-responsive planning, 
expand and sustain service delivery, and promote transparent and efficient 
resource utilisation. The project aims to reach more than three million people 
through improved access to infrastructure and services.

Under the project, uplift work will be carried out in three districts of Karachi, 
namely Malir, South and Korangi. “Streets will be repaired and big parks will be 
transformed under this project. It’s going to start soon with an estimated cost of 
Rs700 million,” Mr Siddiqui says.

Streetlights of Mai Kolachi Road are also being repaired and the flyover’s 
expansion joints are being replaced as well.

Mr Siddiqui stresses that all this work has been done by the PPP-led 
provincial government in the last four or five months.

He regrets that the infrastructure of Karachi’s industrial zones was in ruins 
until recently, even though the city is the country’s economic hub. However, 
the situation has become much better since the provincial government has 
poured billions into the construction of roads in industrial areas, he says.

Apart from that, a new industrial zone spanning 1,800 acres is going to be 
established by the Sindh government near Port Qasim. He believes it will be 
one of the best economic zones of Pakistan owing to its excellent location. 
Link roads are also being built along the port that will connect the National 
Highway to the Super Highway.

Mr Siddiqui sees the country’s future in economic growth and says that 
when the PPP comes to power in the centre, its single-point agenda will be to 

strengthen the economy.
He says the city’s power crisis has been overcome and the provincial 

government is now working to address the gas crisis as well in the next few 
years so that foreign investors can come and invest here.

“More industries will ensure better employment opportunities for Karachi. 
Besides, new economic zones will be a game-changer in Pakistan,” he says.

HEALTH SECTOR
As for the Sindh government’s performance in the health sector, Mr Siddiqui 

there used to be only one unit of the National Institute of Cardiovascular 
Diseases (NICVD) in the past, but it has ten units across the province.

“Patients from Sukkur, Larkana, Hyderabad, Khairpur and Nawabshah 
don’t have to travel to Karachi, as the NIVCD provides free treatment in their 
respective cities,” he says, adding that people from other parts of the country 
also come to these health institutions for treatment.

“In 2021 alone, 1.9 million patients received free treatment at the 
NICVD. Of them, 526,000 patients belonged to Sindh, whereas the rest 
came from other parts of Pakistan,” he says. “We are proud to say that we 
govern in Sindh, but we serve the Pakistani nation.”

Similarly, the Sindh Institute of Urology and Transplantation (SIUT) now 
has branches in Larkana and Sukkur apart from Karachi, Mr Siddiqui says. 
The Sindh government allocates Rs6 billion to SIUT each year.

He also mentions the Gambat Institute of Medical Sciences as another 
example of Sindh’s medical prowess. With an annual budget of Rs4.5 billion, 
the institute offers free cornea, kidney and liver transplants.

As many as 140 people have undergone a kidney transplant at the institute 
and 112 people have been treated for the cornea.

Moreover, 550 liver transplants have been performed in Sindh so far, with 
the cost per patient coming in at Rs4 million. Of these patients, 52 per cent 
belonged to Sindh while the remainder came from other provinces.

“Patients used to go to India for liver transplantation in the past, but it’s 
now being done free of cost in Gambat,” he says.

As far as cancer treatment is concerned, the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical 
Centre provides free CyberKnife radiation therapy to patients coming from 
163 cities across the country.

The administrator says 14,882 patients have so far received free 
CyberKnife radiation treatment while more than 200 have been treated 
with homeopathy. Free radiation treatment is being provided to 140 cancer 
patients daily. g

fOcuS ON
KaracHI

KaRaCHI adMINISTRaToR MURTaza waHab SIddIqUI SpeaKS To TaHIR SIddIqUI aboUT TRaNSfoRMINg THe CITy of lIgHTS INTo a ModeRN MeTRopolIS THaT aTTRaCTS 
INveSTMeNT fRoM THe woRld oveR.

KARACHI KARACHI HAI
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 mINOrItIeS tHe SINgularIty Of SINDH’S DIVerSIty
MeNIN RodRIgUeS HIgHlIgHTS THe pIvoTal Role of NoN-MUSlIM CoMMUNITIeS IN SINdH’S eaRly developMeNT. 

S
INCE time immemorial, Sindh 
has been the cradle of social and 
human development. It was home to 
the Indus Valley civilisation which 
laid the foundation of man’s first 
urban settlement, and through its 
long history was the seat of several 

dynasties that helped enrich mankind through culture 
and scientific innovation. The Talpurs were the last of 
the nine dynasties (1783-1843) to rule Sindh. After the 
Talpurs, British ruled over this region till they left the 
subcontinent in 1947. 

Today, major cities of Sindh, especially Karachi and 
Hyderabad, are pulsating hotspots of economic and 
cultural activities. 

Similarly, other cities including Thatta, Sukkur, 
Larkhana, Nawabshah, Jacobabad and other towns 
also have their own unique cultural traits of taste, 
sound and attire, in as much as being hometowns of 
non-Muslim communities as well.    

The Hindu, Christian and Zoroastrian (Parsi) 
communities also have a deep historical connection 
to Sindh, and to this day continue to live their lives 
in their ‘home province’ with pride and conviction. 
These honorable communities, in their own special 
ways, have contributed immensely to the growth and 
development of the province and are an integral part 
of its ancient and cultural milieu. 

Karachi continues to be the ultimate illustration of 
all that encompasses Pakistan. Its economic muscle, 
business vibrancy and importance to the national 
exchequer make the city a volatile political consideration 
no matter who is in power. The city has its unique 
background, from a minuscule fishing village in the 
1800s to the burgeoning metropolis of today, Karachi’s 
rich cultural past is reminiscent of the contributions 
made to its identity by the mix of communities that have 
lived and thrived here for generations.

If one is to take a cursory tour of ‘old Karachi’ as it 
grew from the seaport in the West to the airport in the 
East, you will find scores of magnificent structures, 
both on its northern and southern flanks, built by 

the British town planners, Hindu businessmen, Parsi 
philanthropists or Christian missionaries. All these 
beautiful buildings are a cultural heritage of Sindh, 
and every effort must be made to protect and preserve 
them. While many edifices continue to stand, some 
as ghost-structures, defaced by the vagaries of time, 
illegal occupation and greed for real estate, others 
have vanished into oblivion.  

late Hamida Khuhru and Anwer Mooraj, in their 
book “Karachi: Megacity of Our Times” traces the 
antecedents of the province to its erstwhile founders. 
Better known as the ten ‘founding fathers’ of Sindh, 
the list includes several Hindus, and two other 
prominent members of the non-Muslim communities – 
Mr. Cincinnatus Fabian D’Abreo of the Goan-Catholic 
community, who supported the construction of the 
Sukkur Barrage, revolutionising irrigation in the 
province; and the Zoroastrian city-father Mr. Jamshed 
Nusserwanjee Mehta, the founder of modern Karachi. 

The Parsi community too has also had an immense 
influence on the city through its philanthropic work 
by building magnificent landmarks, educational 
institutions, hospitals, dispensaries, maternity homes, 
and also iconic luxury hotels.        

Meanwhile, Christianity is the third largest religion 
in Pakistan and Christians comprise about 1.27 per 
cent of the country’s population. There are two major 
denominations, Catholic and Protestant. Approximately 
75pc of Pakistan’s Christians are in rural Punjab.

in Sindh, however, dates back to the 16th and 17th 
centuries when some Augustinians, Carmelites and 
Jesuits from Bombay and Goa evangelised Sindhis 
near Portuguese factories in Thatta. Apparently, 
this is where the first church was built but not much 
information about the spread of Christianity is 
available until after the conquest of Sindh by the 
British in 1843. Sindh and Baluchistan were under 
the jurisdiction of Bombay. There were not too many 
people living in the province, including its bigger 
cities, such as Karachi. Even at the time of the British 

T
HE fact that the first proper school in 
Sindh wsa named after Rao Narayan 
Jagannath Vaidya (NJV) speaks 
about the contribution of the Hindu 
community to the domain of education 
and social uplift of Sindh. Established 
by Sir Bartle Frere in 1885, the NJV 

school was a tribute to Narayan Jagannath Vaidya’s role 
as a deputy inspector schools in the province. During his 
tenure, he had worked for many years with selfless zeal 
for the advancement of education in Sindh.

The man belonged to the Chandraseniya Kayastha Prabhu 
(CKP) community of Maharashtra which is an ethno-religious 
caste of South Asia. Ritually ranked very high, the caste is 
often considered socially proximate to the Maharashtrian 
Brahmin community. Though numerically small, its members 

have traditionally been elite and literate.
Another landmark education institution is the DJ 

College in Karachi which had Bulchand Dayaram and 
Daulatram Jethmal as the brains behind its establishment. 
The architect J. Strachan prepared the original drawings 
and the foundation stone was laid by Lord Dufferin in 
1887. The notable graduates of the college include a 
range of names from Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah to 
Adeebul Hasan Rizvi.

In Hyderabad, the New Vidyala School was set up in 
1897 by Rai Prabhudas Shewadas. It was upgraded to 
the level of high school in 1900. Today, it called the Dr 
N.A. Baloch Modern School and is counted among the 
best schools in Hyderabad.

The Hindu community believed that the social uplift 
is only possible through mass literacy, hence it was 

focussed on education.
According to the census of 2017, the Hindu population 

in Sindh was 3345424. 
Hinduism is a product of many cultures and traditions. 

It grew gradually over a period of 5000 years absorbing 
and assimilating all the religious and cultural movements: 
the Veda, the Upanishads, the Gita, the Ramayana, the 
Mahabharata, the Puranas, the book on so called six 
systems of philosophy, the songs of the bhakti movements. 
The book on Hindu philosophy has been that they attach 
too little importance to the religious movements of the 
lower strata of society by concentrating on the documents 
of the more educated sections of the people. Hinduism is 
more like a tree that has grown gradually than a building 
that has been erected by some great architects at some 
definite points in time. The cultures of the Dravidian 
and the non-Dravidian people before the so-called Aryan 
invasion, the actual sanskritized Aryan culture, the 
culture of the later invaders, the influence of Buddhism, 
Jainism and Sikhism to which Hinduism gave birth and 
others can be traced at various stages of the evolution of 
Hindu thought.

The term Hindu is derived from the river Sindhu (the 
Indus), for the Persians referred to as land beyond the 
Sindhu. Thus, Hinduism is a generic term which means 
the religions of the people of India. The tradition of 
bhakti can be traced from the time of the Vedas. Though 
it is one of the non-Aryan traditions, it was particularly 
flourishing in the middle ages and was reinforced by 
the sufi tradition from outside.

In theory, there are four castes in Hinduism: Brahmana 
(Brahmin) which include priests and religious teachers; 
Kshatriya which include kings, warriors and aristocrats; 
Vasisya which include traders, merchants and people 
engage in other professionals and Sudra which include 
cultivators and servants.

We all seem to be affected by desire, anger, fear, 
sorrow, worry, hunger and labour then how do we have 
caste differences?

The majority of the traders and professionals who 
were residing in towns migrated during the partition. 
A vast number of peasants and agriculture workers 
in Sindh today are Hindus, although they migrate 
seasonally from arid zone to canal areas especially after 
hydraulic system introduced in Sindh. The majority 
still speak Gujarati and Dhatki, belong to Rajasthan 

and are settled in Sindh. Before the partition the 
Hindus especially Lohanas were philanthropists and 
established hundreds of schools and hospitals in Sindh. 
They used to trade all over the world and return back 
after years during moonson. Their families were settled 
in Sindh. The city of Karachi was established by Seth 
Naumal along with others when Napier took over.

History indicates that difference of opinion 
developed during the movement of separation of Sindh 
from Bombay before partition which a created vacuum, 
especially among moneylenders, traders, teachers 
and professionals. The majority of Lohana Hindus are 
nanakpanthis and follow Guru Granth Sahib and attend 
annual celebration in Nankana and Hasan Abdal. The 
Hindus pay homage at Lal Shahbaz Qalandar, Jhulilal, 
Bhit Shah along with Sindhi Muslims, visit shrines, 
celebrate Eid and Diwali together and mourn during 
Muharram all over the Sindh. Many grocery shops in 
the province are owned by Hindus. There was a separate 
electorate for Hindus and elected separate legislative 
which the government abolished despite the fact that 
there was no confrontation by them during national 
political process. But, there was an opportunity in threat 
and dalit Hindus elected legislatures and reached the 
corridors of power for the first time in history although 
a separate electorate does not hold a good background 
in the subcontinent because all division arose from 
it. The youth’s desire to be a part of law enforcement 
agencies was fulfilled and every year they enter civil 
service among others. They are also part of various 
exchange programmes abroad.

Before Britishers took over the trade was conducted 
between Thatta and Surat Gujarat by hundreds of boats 
and we were sending saltpetre, dye and cloth made at 
Nasarpur and Sehwan. The role of middle man was 
performed by Hindus between artisans and outside.

The Lohanas of Shikarpur were moneylenders in 
Russia along with central Asia upto October communist 
revolution in 1917.

The excavations in Mohenjo-Daro in 1922 revealed 
clear evidence of planned communal living in cities 
dating from at least 2500 BC. It was a pre-Aryan 
civilization and was perhaps destroyed by the invading 
Aryans who had better military equipment and more 
martial traditions or perhaps have been destroyed by 
severe floods. g

L
EGEND has it that when the Parsis first arrived in 
the Subcontinent, the raja of Sanjan, who didn`t 
speak the same language as them, presented 
their elders with a glass of milk that was filled 
to the brim. He was trying to indicate that there 
was no room for them in the land, which the wise 
people understood immediately. They responded 

by adding a spoonful of sugar to the glass. Without saying a word, 
they told the raja that they would blend into the locality while 
sweetening it with their presence.

And that`s what they did: they integrated into the society 
giving it back what they could. Here we recall a few prominent 
Parsi citizens of Pakistan.

JEHANGIR KOTHARI
The gentleman after whom the Jehangir Kothari Parade in 

Karachi is named was a great philanthropist and well-travelled 
man, who among other things was a member of the Karachi 
Chamber of Commerce, an honorary special magistrate in Karachi, 
member of the cantonment and municipal committees in Karachi, a 
lieutenant in the Sindh Volunteer Rifle Corps and a patron, trustee 
or president of many charitable and other institutions in Karachi. 
He built the pavilion, parade and pier after demolishing his own 
house in 1907, to give the people of Karachi a recreation spot.

JAMSHED NUSSERWANJI
Also known as the `Builder of Modern Karachi, he was the first 

elected mayor of the city who had previously also worked for the 
Karachi Municipality as a councillor and president. He built roads 
lined with shady trees and parks, hospitals, schools, libraries, a 
transport system with well-planned sanitation and water systems.

Seth Shapurji Hormusji Soparivala, Seth Edulji Dinshaw and 
Ardeshir Hormusji Mama

Both the Bai Virbaiji Soparivala (BVS) Parsi High School and 
the Mama Parsi School are offshoots of the grand tree planted by 
Seth Shapurji Hormusji Soparivala and his family in 1859. BVS 
Parsi High School was then a small Parsi Balakshala housed in the 
residence of Dadabhoy Palonji. Paymaster. But as the school-going 
community grew, it had to move to a bigger place.

In 1869, Seth Shapurji, the school`s biggest benefactor, donated 
Rs10,000 to the school with the request that it be named after his 
late wife Bai Virbaiji. The new school building at Abdullah Haroon 
Road was completed in 1905.

Instead of remaining exclusive to Parsi children, BVS School opened 
its doors to children of all faiths in 1947 on the request of Quaid-i-Azam.

The Mama Parsi School for girls was established in a portion of 
the BVS School in 1918. In 1919, it was shifted to another building 

HINDu DIlIgeNce 

parSI prOmINeNce

dR KHaTaUMal HIgHlIgHTS THe CoNTRIbUTIoNS Made by THe HINdU CoMMUNITy To THe developMeNT of SINdH IN TeRMS of TRade, fINaNCe aNd SoCIal welfaRe.

SHazIa HaSaN ReCallS THe paRT played by THe paRSI CoMMUNITy IN KaRaCHI’S RISe To faMe aS THe gloRy of THe eaST.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 59

CONTINUED ON PAGE 59

Worshippers at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Karachi.

A bust of Seth Shapurji Hormusji Soparivala, a prominent Parsi philanthropist at Bai 
Virbaijee Soparivala Parsi High School.

A Hindu worshipper at the Swami Narayan Temple in Karachi during the Bhola Nath festival.
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cIVIl 
SOcIty

T
HE civil society scene in Sindh 
has been robust and beaming 
since centuries. Some intellectuals 
consider the well-known Sufi 
saints as the prime proponents of 
civil reforms. And Sindh has been 
hospitable to such noble figures 

since ages. Sayyid Usman Marwandi, popularly 
known as Lal Shahbaz Qalandar, came down to 
cause an enormous social and spiritual change. 
Originally, from Maiwand in Afghanistan, he came 
from Baghdad about a millennium ago. His message 
of love and peace for all still resonates in Sehwan and 
beyond. Sindh became a region known for hosting 
Sufis and reformers of various ranks and orientations. 
Many more need to be remembered, including Abdul 
Wahab Farooqui (Sachal Sarmast), Shah Abdul Latif  
Bhittai, Pir Mango, Qadir Bux Bedil and Sufi Budhal 
Faqeer, to name a few. 

Contemporary Sindh benefitted immensely from 
the presence and works of range of reformers, 
intellectuals, civil society activists and like. Comrade 
Hyder Bux Jatoi influenced a sizable cross section of 
the society through his writings, activism and struggle 
for peasant rights. A keen observer of the society, 
Jatoi resigned from the post of Deputy Collector and 
focused his attention towards mobilizing peasants 
to attain their legitimate rights. He became the 
president of Sindh Hari Committee and struggled to 
make Hari achieve a fair share in production and a 
decent life. With the tragic murder of Mai Bakhtawar 
Lashari in 1949, during peasants-landlord standoff, 
the hari struggle gained more strength.

Ghulam Murtaza Syed, popularly known as G.M. 
Syed is a larger-than-life figure in Sindh. Political 
and social history of Sindh is incomplete without his 
mention. He is often named as the father of Sindh’s 
rights movement. Syed is ranked in the line of sub 
continental stalwarts such as Jawahar Lal Nehru, 
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and Allama Inayatullah 
Mashriqi. Syed stood firm whenever the demands 
for the rights of Sindh and its inhabitants became 
an issue. He began his political struggle at a very 
young age. An avid reader, observer and analyst, 
Syed’s comprehension of the society and politics was 
profound. More often than not, Syed was arrested 
and put behind the bars for speaking his mind and 
refusing to toe the official line. Initially he began his 
politics with Khilafat Movement. During this time, 
he opened Anglo Vernacular School in his village 
in Sann. Apart from Sindhi language, the school 
offered a combination of languages and courses for 
the bolstering of communication and intellect among 
young minds. Literary giants such as Ibrahim Joyo 
also studied here. Syed formed Jiye Sindh Movement 
which did not bode well with the state apparatus. He 
was put in house arrest and eventually died in 1995. 
He wrote over five dozen books and pamphlets on 
different subjects such as history, philosophy, social 
development and identity issues.

On the intellectual and literacy front, Sheikh Ayaz 
is a phenomenal figure. Hailing from Shikarpur, Ayaz 
was educated in Karachi during pre-partition times. 
He wrote short stories with very progressive themes. 
Trained as a lawyer, he was made the Vice-Chancellor 
of University of Sindh. He was often arrested and put 
behind the bars on many occasions. He wrote poetry 
in several genres including the free verse. Tally of his 
books is over 50. He supported and mentored many 
creative writers and men and women of letters. It is 
important to mention that poets and intellectuals 
such as Faiz Ahmed Faiz and Ahmed Faraz admired 
his work and contributions to the intellectual life 
of Sindh and the whole region. Ayaz also played 
a key role in bringing to lime light the Sindhi folk 
artists including Sadiq Faqeer, Sajan Sindhi, Mumtaz 
Lashari and many more. 

Sobho Gianchandani was a well-known literary 
figure, activist and intellectual of present times. He 
was born in Bindhi, a village near Mohenjo-Daro in 
1920. Educated in Karachi, Sobho sahib remained 
associated with communist party of Pakistan. He 
was a keen observer of social relations of different 
classes of society in Sindh and appraised the same 
through his poetry. Sobho sahib provided the voice 
to the oppressed through his poetry. Articulated but 
provocative, his verse used to have an electrifying 
effect on his readers. He led a life surrounded by 
people and activists.  He interacted with party 
activists and extended mentoring input in lighting 

their struggle. For his inspiring works and verse of 
superior artistic standing, Sobho sahib received 
many awards. One of the most notable in this respect 
is the ‘Kamal-e-Fan Award’ by Pakistan Academy of 
Letters. After receiving this outstanding recognition, 
Sobho sahib joined the ranks with Ahmed Nadeem 
Qasmi, Shaukat Siddiqui, Mushtaq Ahmed Yusufi, 
Intezar Hussain, Ahmed Faraz, Munir Niazi and Ada 
Jaffery. He passed away in 2014.

Dr. Hameeda Khuhro was a foremost historian, 
intellectual and politician who contributed to the 
political and intellectual life of the region in a 
profound way. Educated in prestigious institutions 
including the University of Oxford, Dr. Khuhro 
possessed sharp observations on the national and 
regional affairs and never minced her words while 

expressing her views. She earned the ire of the 
military establishment during the East Pakistan saga 
of 1971. She condemned the alleged atrocities by 
some members of the establishment. She served as a 
professor in University of Sindh and also as Minister 
of Education. Her liberal and objective leanings 
were not admired by her adversaries. She wrote 
many books including Sindh Through The Centuries 
and edited Karachi Megacity of our Times. Dr Khuhro 
passed away in Karachi in 2017.

Maulana Wafai was a multi-faceted personality 
of Sindh who left indelible marks on the social, 
intellectual and political life of the region during 
the first half of twentieth century. Maulana Wafai 
dwelled in a time and space which is termed by 
many as the golden era of Sindhi journalism. The 
end of nineteenth century saw Al Hilal becoming the 
launching pad of this useful trend. Acclaimed men 
of intellect and calibre contributed to its columns. 
It is important to note that these newspapers were 
run and managed to communicate the thinking, 

philosophies and social approaches of the editorial 
team to the common masses. These publications 
also performed the critical task of raising political 
awareness, especially the Muslims who were less 
educated. As Sindhi was the common man’s language, 
the effectiveness of this communication strategy 
was found to be fairly effective. Maulana Wafai 
joined Khilafat Movement and tirelessly worked to 
propagate the message of Khilafat leadership. He 
was associated with ‘Al-Waheed’ in 1920s, which 
was a noted Sindhi newspaper. The publication 
became mouthpiece of the various Muslim demands 
pertinent to local and regional issues. Due to 
objective appraisal of the colonial policies, the 
successive editors of the paper were jailed including 
Maulana Wafai. However, the paper continued with 

its uprightness and managed to survive. The Muslim 
political and business elite, foremost of them being 
Sir Abdullah Haroon, supported the paper even 
during the most trying days. In his articles, Wafai 
examined the role of feudal and religious elite of 
Sindh in relevance to the issues faced by ordinary 
souls. He also launched ‘Tauheed’ and several other 
periodicals. His contemporaries would regard him 
as a moving encyclopedia on Sindh. Apart from 
journalism, he was a writer par excellence. Regional 
and Muslim history, sufism, politics and sociology 
were some of the domains where he panned down 
numerous accounts. His works on the poetry of Shah 
Abdul Latif Bhittai and religious reformation of 
Shah Waliullah possess outstanding academic merit. 
Maulana Din Mohammad Wafai passed away on 10 
April 1950. 

A great and most compassionate personality 
of Sindh is Abdul Sattar Edhi. Few personalities 
evolved into institutions like Edhi sahib. Born in 
1928 in a small village of Bantwa near Joona Garh, 

Gujrat in India, Edhi’s life transformed after the 
experience of looking after his ailing mother. He 
migrated to Karachi after Pakistan came into being. 
After working as a commission agent in a wholesale 
market for some time, he setup a free dispensary 
with the assistance of his community members. As 
he possessed a vision of expanding his charity work, 
he setup Edhi Trust. He made a public appeal for 
funds. People responded to his call. With the funds 
so generated, he launched an ambulance service 
and a maternity home. With the assistance of his 
wife Bilquis Edhi, a trained nurse, he expanded 
the scale and range of his services further. Bathing 
corpses, setting up a morgue, adopting and raising 
abandoned infants /children, setting up old homes, 
developing animal shelter, rehabilitating addicts, 
extending food support during emergencies, setting 
up rescue service along coastlines, stationing life 
guards along public beaches and establishing air 
ambulance services across the country were some of 
the salient features of his work. He led an extremely 
simple life. Clad in Khaddar attire, he was very 
approachable. Edhi lived among the people and 
created an efficient and dependable institution 
that is functioning very well even after his death in 
2016. People called him ‘Angel of Mercy’ for his work 
which never differentiated beneficiaries on the basis 
of religion, sect, gender, age or any basis. He received 
‘Nishan-e- Imtiaz’ from the Government of Pakistan, 
Lenin Peace Prize, Ramon Magsaysay Award, Gandhi 
Peace Award, UNESCO – Madanjeet Sindh Prize to 
name a few.

Sindh and Pakistan will always remain indebted to 
the invaluable services of Dr. Ruth Pfau. Born and 
raised in Germany, Dr. Pfau experienced several life-
changing experiences that led her study and practice 
medicine and eventually become a nun in the service 
of humanity. Another turn of events made her land 
in Pakistan during the early 1960s. She decided to 
remain in this country and work for the treatment, 
relief and rehabilitation of leprosy patients. In 
following this tough objective, she tirelessly worked 
to set up over 150 leprosy clinics across the country. 
Warm, affectionate and always accessible to her 
patients and downtrodden, she acted as the beacon 
of hope for thousands of patients. Her immense 
sense of service never let her go back to Germany. 
Sindh and Pakistan remained her home. She passed 
away in 2017 and was accorded a state funeral with 
all the three services chiefs in attendance.

Discourse around social reforms in Sindh cannot 
be complete without the mention of Dr. Akhtar 
Hameed Khan. He was a renowned social scientist, 
development practitioner, teacher and writer. Born 
in Agra in 1914, Akhtar Hameed Khan was educated 
at Agra and Meerut Colleges in British India as well 
as Magdalene College, Cambridge, UK. He joined 
the prestigious Indian Civil Service (ICS) but soon 
became disillusioned and resigned. He took up 
several teaching assignments and also worked as 
a locksmith to understand life of the ordinary. He 
moved to Pakistan after partition in 1947. He set up 
Pakistan Academy of Rural Development (PARD) at 
Comilla in East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) and led 
one of the most effective rural development initiative 
that helped transform the lives of thousands of poor 
farmers and farm labourers. The development model 
inspired many promising young reformers including 
Dr Muhammad Younus, Nobel Laureate and founder 
of Grameen Bank and Sir Fazal Hasan Abed, founder 
of BRAC in Bangladesh. He founded Orangi Pilot 
Project in Karachi during 1980 with the assistance of 
Mr Agha Hasan Abedi, the chief of Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International (BCCI) (now defunct). The 
model became a well-known and replicated initiative 
for participatory development across South Asia and 
beyond. Dr. Khan also taught as a regular and visiting 
professor in many universities across the world 
including Michigan State University and Harvard 
University. He wrote many books, monographs and 
papers and also lectured widely. He died on October 
12, 1999, in Indianapolis, USA and laid to rest in the 
compound of Orangi Pilot Project.  The intellectual 
legacy, published and compiled works, body of 
students and staff trained by him and the legacy of 
working models of low cost development continue to 
serve the world. g

The writer is an academic and researcher based 
in Karachi.

trIbute tO SINDH’S great SOcIal refOrmerS 
dR NoMaN aHMed laUdS THe dedICaTIoN aNd CoNTRIbUTIoN of SINdH’S SoCIal RefoRMeRS To THe pRovINCe’S developMeNT.  

Sindh and Pakistan will always remain indebted to 
the invaluable services of Dr. Ruth Pfau who tirelessly 
worked to set up over 150 leprosy clinics across the 
country. Warm, affectionate and always accessible to 
her patients and the downtrodden, she acted as the 
beacon of hope for thousands of patients.

Members of the civil society at the ‘I am Karachi’ press conference in December 2014.
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SINDH’S SufI HerItage
zUlfIqaR alI KalHoRo TRaCeS THe HISToRy of SUfISM IN SINdH aNd ITS Role IN pRoMoTINg plURalISM, INClUSIvITy aNd 

THe aRTS. a bRIef HISToRy of SUfISM IN SINdH.

E
VERY aspect of life in Sindh has been touched by the 
Sufi mystics who made this land their home. The use 
of local themes by the sufi saints in spreading their 
message enabled its wide acceptance by the people of 
the region who then went on to produce sufi-inspired 
literature. Even modern poets built their works of 
poetry on Sufi thoughts of the earlier era, while adding 

some political tinge to their work. 
Prominent Sufi clans 
Certain families and Sufi orders had a larger impact than others on 

Sindhi Sufism. One of them was the Rizvi family of Sindh, which produced 
several eminent saints, Sufis, soldiers, scholars, poets and administrators 
between the 12th and 18th centuries. The shrines of Rizvi saints are 
scattered across the province, with the prominent ones being situated in 
Sukkur, Bakhar, Rohri, Nasarpur and Thatta towns. One of the eminent 
Rizvi Syeds of Bakhar was Syed Muhammad Shah Makki, the son of 
Syed Muhammad Shujah (born in Mashhad, Iran). One day, on the way to 
Makkah to perform Hajj, Shah Shujah visited Shaikh Shahabuddin and 
became his disciple. Shaikh Shahabuddin married Shujah to his daughter. 
Shah Shuja lived many years in Makkah where Syed Muhammad Shah 
Makki was born. He was called Makki – as he was born in Makkah. Later 
Shah Shuja migrated from Makkah and lived in Mashhad where he died 
and is buried in the shrine complex of Imam Ali Reza. It was in the 13th 
century, that Syed Muhammad Shah Makki migrated from Mashhad to 
Sindh along with his family, friends and some relatives. They settled in 
Bakhar (then called Harsna according to some scholars).

Syed Muhammad Shah Makki was the ancestor of all Rizvis in the 
subcontinent. However, he should not be confused with another saint 
with the same name, Syed Muhammad Shah Makki of Hyderabad. The 
latter had four sons and two daughters. He gave his daughter Fatima in 
marriage to Jalaluddin Surkh-Posh Bukhari (1198-1292) of Uch. When 
Fatima died, Syed Muhammad Shah Makki also married his second 
daughter Zuhra to Jalaluddin Surkh-Posh Bukhari. Syed Muhammad 
Shah Makki died in 1246 in Sukkur. His shrine is situated near the 
deputy commissioner’s Office in Sukkur and is attended by a large 
number of disciples. 

Meanwhile, two of the sons of Syed Makki of Bakhar, Syed Sadruddin al-
Khatib and Syed Badruddin, became even more prominent. Syed Sadruddin 
was born in 1204 A.D. in Bakhar. He was known to be a virtuous and 
spiritual person whose righteousness and spirituality spread beyond Sindh 
to parts of India. He was a follower of the Suhrawardi school of thought 
and spent most of his time travelling in Sindh and Punjab, before finally 
establishing a khanqah in Bakhar many received mystical education. He 
died in 1270 A.D., leaving behind four sons and two daughters. His shrine 
is located at the Bakhar Island between Rohri and Sukkur.

QALANDAR’S CULT  
Like Sukkur and Bakhar, Sehwan was also home to many eminent Sufi 

saints, with Lal Shahbaz Qalandar being the most prominent among them. 
What distinguishes the cult of Lal Shahbaz Qalandar is its cross-sectoral 
following: many of his disciples are not Muslims and a great number are 
also women. His shrine is the only dargah in Sindh where all – Muslims, 
non-Muslims and women – participate in the dhamaal. This is also why, 
the cult of Lal Shahbaz Qalandar attracts more people, who come from 
all over the country, at the annual Urs than any other shrine in Sindh. It is 
also due to this contestation that in the last few decades many symbolic 
shrines of Qalandar have also been set up in other parts of Sindh.

To the Hindus of Sindh, Lal Shahbaz Qalandar was lovingly known as 
Raja Bharthari. This dual identity ended up becoming highly disputed 
in the contested religious history of Sindh in the 12th-13th centuries. 
Meanwhile in the 10th, 11th and 12th centuries, Ismaili da’is (preachers) 
were preaching in Sindh and converted many to their sect. They even 
converted the Soomra rulers of Sindh, under whose reign Ismailis emerged 
as the most influential proselytizers. Similarly, many Ismaili preachers 
made Sindh the centre of their missionary activities until one of the 
Soomra kings was forcibly converted to Sunnism by Mahmud of Ghazni 
(d.1030), thus, forcing Ismaili preachers to adopt the practice of taqiyya 
and carry dual identities. By concealing their true identity and adopting 

dual identities, Ismaili da’is continued their missionary activities.
Whether Lal Shahbaaz Qalandar belonged to the Ismaili sect or not, 

his cult is the most syncretic in nature. In the past seven or eight decades, 
many symbolic shrines of Lal Shahbaz Qalandar have also come up in 
other parts of Sindh. These shrines are mostly run by Qalandar’s Hindu 
devotees. Some centuries-old symbolic shrines are also located in Thano 
Ahmad Khan, Thano Bula Khan and Thano Arib Khan in Jamshoro 
district. Meanwhile, one of the earliest symbolic shrines of Lal Shahbaz 
Qalandar was established some six centuries ago and situated in the 
Kanra village on the Karchat road near Pir Gebi. 

In Thano Ahmad Khan, there is an impressive shrine complex 
dedicated to Lal Shahbaz Qalandar. Though the shrine has functioned 
for about 200 years, the initial structure of the shrine complex was 
built in 1995 and it was later expanded to include a dargah and other 
buildings in 2015. As one enters the complex, the first thing one notices 
are two small structures on the right side of the entrance. They are the 
shrines of Laki Shah Saddar and the first caretaker of the dargah of Lal 
Shahbaz Qalandar at Thano Ahmad Khan.

EMBRACING PLURALISM 
The Sufi saints of Sindh have always been against religious 

fundamentalism. Even in ancient times, they rejected the religious 
bigotry of their time and often travelled with Hindu yogis to their 
pilgrimage centres.  Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai was perhaps the first Sufi 
poet who travelled with Hindu ascetics to their pilgrimage centres in 

Sindh and Balochistan. He also mentioned other holy places of yogis 
in Kutch, Girnar, Dwarka and Rajasthan, some of which he might 
have visited himself. Shah Abdul Latif makes references in his poetry 
about some of the popular Hindu sacred spaces which he visited with 
the wandering ascetics. The two surs out of his thirty, of his Risalo Sur 
Ramkali and Sur Khahori are devoted to the yogis. 

In fact, yogis had already marked their presence in Sindh’s Sufi poetry 
of Sindh before the time of Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai. Shah Lutfullah 
Qadiri (1611-1679) was the first Sufi poet who mentioned them in detail 
in his poetry. Miyon Shah Inayat (1620-1708) also referred to yogis in 
his poetry, and also devoted two surs, Ramkali and Purab, to them. He 
mentioned Veer Nath in his poetry – who was an eminent 17th-century 
Nath Yogi. He was also the founder of the Veernathi Sampradaya. Veer 
Nath Ji Marhi at Ratokot in Khipro taluka was once an important centre 
of the Nath Jogis of Rajasthan, Gujarat, Punjab and Sindh. It still attracts 
both ascetics and common people.

Like his Muslim devotees, Hindu followers also worked to get the 
poetry of their mentors published and built impressive tombs over the 
graves of Sufi saints. There are many Muslim shrines in Sindh which 
are venerated by the Hindu community. Some of the most popular 
Sufi shrines which are frequented by them include the shrines of Lal 
Shahbaz Qalandar, Shah Inayat, Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai and Sachal 
Sarmast. Apart from these popular Sufi shrines, there are many lesser-
known shrines, situated almost in every district of the province, of 
Muslim saints which are also revered by the Hindus. In fact, the tombs 
over the graves of a majority of lesser-known saints in three districts – 
Umerkot, Tharparkar and Jamshoro – have also been built by Hindus. 
In Thano Bula Khan taluka of Jamshoro district, barring one or two 
shrines, impressive structures have been built by the local Hindu 
community over all other graves of Muslim saints. They include the 
shrines of Sumbak Sawai, Pir Gebi, Mai Umeedi and Jam Lohar. The 
most popular shrine among these is that of Jam Lohar, located in Taung 
Sharif, about 70 kilometres north of Thano Bula Khan, and is visited by 
both Muslims and Hindus. A saint from the 16th century, Jam Lohar 
was famous for his generosity and piety. 

Hindus have also built two astans (sacred spaces associated with 
the saint) of Sakhi Jam Lohar – one at Thano Bula Khan and the 
other at Sari town. Sakhi Jam Lohar’s astan is located 7km east of 
Thano Bula Khan. A large number of Hindus come to the astan where 
a symbolic grave has been made to pay their respects. Many also 
bring their newborns here for their first head-shaving while it is also 
customary for newly-wed Hindu couples to pay their homage to the 
saint and seek his blessings.

There is another astan at Sari town which lies about 50km southeast 
of Thano Bula Khan. A walled enclosure has been erected to house a 
symbolic grave and a small domed structure (devri). The entrance of 
Jam Lohar’s astan is inscribed with the words “Jam Lohar ki Jai”.

These astans of sufi saints also served as a place to provide comfort 
and shelter the marginalised communities, eg women and lower-
caste Hindus. Sufis and their inclusive approach towards people, by 
providing shelter to everyone in need and never converting anyone to 
their worldview by force, is reflective of the significance they placed 
on tolerance and diversity. Their message was such that it transcended 
religious boundaries and caste barriers.

Like many other sufis of Sindh, Maula Hassan also set example of 
inclusiveness. The shrine of Makhdoom Maula Hassan is located about 
15km northwest of Golarchi in Badin district. He welcomed many lower-
caste Hindus to his khanqah. When his Hindu disciple named Gurgala 
Faqir died, Maula Hassan asked his Muslim disciples to bury him near his 
sufi lodge. Today, the shrine of Makhdoom Maula Hassan is situated right 
next to Gurgala Faqir’s grave. The devotees of Makhdoom Maula Hassan 
first pay homage to Gurgala Faqir before going to the main shrine. Such 
were the instructions of Makhdoom Maula Hassan to his disciples that 
Gurgala Faqir was to be respected first. This was the way that the Sufis 
dealt with the downtrodden and excluded members of the society.

Some royal women of Sindh also patronised sufi saints. Mai Shahar 

SufI SINDH

Entrance to the Town of Schewan and Lal Shah Baz’s Tomb (1846). From Sketches in Scinde, a series of lithographs by Charles Haghe based on the drawings by Lt. William Edwards.

The tomb of the Sufi saint Sachal Sarmast in Daraza Sharif. CONTINUED ON PAGE 43
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SINDH’S muSIcal eclectISm 
dR abdUl HaqUe CHaNg evoKeS THe TRadITIoNS THaT Have Made SINdHI MUSIC UNIqUely eCleCTIC. 

T
HE music of Sindh has many colours, 
styles, genres, and forms. This diversity 
reflects layers of history and cultural 
influences. The music of Sindh is 
made up of seemingly similar but 
very diverse practices and traditions. 
Sindh has many geographical or 

cultural regions, and each of these regions has its 
own style of music. For example, the Thar region has 
unique melodies - a mixture of Rajasthani, Thari folk 
music, Marwari, and Dhatki tunes. Dhol, harmonium, 
khartal, morchang, and mudkaa are prominent musical 
instruments, whereas in the mountain regions of Sindh, 
string instruments and flutes are more common. In the 
Lar, or lower Sindh, vocal styles like mulud or choral 
singing are a distinguishing characteristic. In Sindh, 
the duhul (drum) and shehnai are popular instruments 
at weddings, anniversaries, and other joyful events. 

FOLK MUSIC 
Folk music is the dominant form in Sindh, especially 

in rural and semi-urban areas. It has many different 
flavours and includes Geech, songs performed by 
women at weddings. Geech contains poetic themes 
of home, family, village, and happy moments but also 
sorrow and longing. Folk singing is often heard at 
shrines and public gatherings. These performances 
take a simple form and are accompanied by 
harmonium, dholak, and yaktaro.

SACRED, DEvOTIONAL, OR SUFI MUSIC
There are many styles and forms of sacred music 

in Sindh. Some of these are derived from syncretic 
traditions, and others are attached to various 
religions. Sindh has two main sacred traditions, Islam 
and Hinduism. They have similar tones and poetic 
expression in some musical styles, but they have 
evolved independently. Hindu devotional and sacred 
songs are sung in the temples, and Sikh Gurdwaras 
whereas Muslim sacred songs are sung at the shrines 
of saints and public gatherings. 

SHAH JO RAAG: A SUFI MUSICAL TRADITION OF SINDH 
Shah Jo Raag is a tradition of devotional music 

performed historically at the shrine of Shah Abdul 
Latif Bhittai, located in the town of Bhit Shah, in the 
district of Matiari. Bhit Shah is 58 kilometres from 
Hyderabad and 13 km from the historic town of Hala. 
The tradition has been transmitted through families 
of sacred musicians, called Ragi faqirs, since 1743. 

Ragi faqir is a specific term for a musician of Shah Jo 
Raag. In Islamic Sufism, a faqir is a dervish, a Muslim 
Sufi ascetic. In modern Sindh, faqir is the generic 
term for any pilgrim visiting shrines or sacred places 
or inclined toward mysticism. A Ragi faqir is a Sufi 
musician who has devoted his life to performing in the 
sacred tradition of Shah Jo Raag while maintaining 
a regular, nonascetic social life. Different castes of 
Ragi faqirs live in different villages. Historically, each 
caste group has its own Ragi faqirs who perform with 
a distinct style. Most faqirs of Shah Jo Raag wear 
black to indicate their insider status. 

TAMBURO, THE MUSICAL INSTRUMENT 
The tamburo used for Raag has five strings, which 

makes it distinct from all other tamburos, which 
have three or four strings. The tamburo is also called 
damburo, dambur, tambooro, and dambooro. It is the 
only accepted musical instrument for Shah Jo Raag, 
since Shah’s time. Ragi faqirs call it kath jo manhoon, 
or ‘wooden man.’ They believe it is a living thing. 
According to the faqirs, a tamburo is a mystical and 

mysterious musical object. They say that the murshid 
played it to connect with God in a state of wajad, 
or trance. They try to connect with their murshid 
through Raag, and through him ultimately with God. 
There are two types of tamburo: the yak bhandyo and 
the phakdar. Function and performance are identical, 
and it’s a matter of individual preference which type 
a Ragi faqir chooses to play. The yak bhandyo is made 
of a single wooden piece with a single chamber and 
no joints. The outer shape or resonator is plain. It is 
heavier than the phakdar. The phakdar is made of two 
or more wooden pieces. Its soundboard, resonator, and 
neck can be separate pieces. The lower outer shape is 
in the form of slices of melon. The tamburo has seven 
parts: the bhandi (resonator), thaari (soundboard), 
sung (neck), ghityoon (pegs), taandoon (strings), 
ghorri (bridge), and pustang (tailpiece).

Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai (1689–1752)  was a Sufi poet 
and the founder of Shah Jo Raag. He formed the first 
toli (group) and made Tamar Faqir its agwan (leader). 
Shah Jo Raag is a vocal performance accompanied by 
a single five-stringed instrument called a tamburo. 
It is sung in choral style by a group of four or more. 
Transmitted orally, the Risalo, a compendium of Shah 
Abdul Latif’s work, is the only acceptable text. The 
mystical ideas in Shah Latif’s poetry are revealed 
through Shah Jo Raag, which consists of three 
essential components: Shah Jo Kalam - the text, the 
tamburo, and the Ragi faqirs.

The Ragi faqirs emphasise the difference between 
Shah Jo Kalam and Shah Jo Raag. Singing Shah’s 
poetry in any style or form, such as classical, folk, 
or pop, is considered a rendering of Shah Jo Kalam. 
However, Shah Jo Raag is a separate genre, and only 
those who follow the traditional methods and have 
completed the prerequisite study can sing it. 

Born in 1954, Abida Parveen took Sindhi music in 
a very different direction. She has introduced Sindhi 
music not just to Pakistan but to the world, making Sufi 
music accessible to a larger audience than those who 
understand Urdu, Sindhi, Hindu, and other languages 
of Pakistan and India. Because of her influence, Sufi 
music is now a popular genre in the West. 

Allan Faqir (1932–2000) simplified Shah Jo Risalo 
and Sufi poetry for the general public in Pakistan. 
His style was syncretic, combining folk and classical 
and taking some elements from Shah Jo Raag. He 
simplified the wai singing accompanied by tamburo. 
He belonged to the Manganhars, an occupational 
caste of traditional musicians in Sindh. His many 
songs were very popular in Pakistan, especially “Itnay 
Baray Jeevan Sagar Main,” and he was also famous 
for singing a song with Muhammad Ali Shehki, “Allah 
Allah Kar Bhayya, Humma Humma.” 

POPULAR MUSIC
Pop is the most common form of music played in 

Sindh. It has been broadcast on radio and spread 
through cassette culture and live performances. 

Syed Suleman Shah was a unique performer who 
made use of storytelling and dance in his songs. His 
singing style involved singular body movements, hand 
gestures, and expressions. 

CLASSICAL MUSIC 
Though Sindh has many North Indian musicians 

who adapted classical music to Sindhi poetry, Ustad 
Manzoor Ali Khan (1922–1980) was a legend. Many 
classical musicians performing today are either 
members of his family or his students or were trained 

culture

A portrait of the famed folksinger Allan Fakir.
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myStIc melODIeS 
foR dR abdUl HaqUe CHaNg, THe MUSIC THaT peRMeaTe wITHIN SHaH abdUl laTIf’S SHRINe aRe THe RayS of Hope THaT 

foReveR SUSTaIN HIS devoTeeS.

T
HE saint, the great poet and master 
of music, Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai, 
is buried in Bhit Shah. The tomb 
is covered with beautiful square-
shaped wooden craft. The shrine, 
situated in Bhit Shah, Matiari district 
of Sindh, is about 59 kilometres from 

Hyderabad city and around 13km from Hala, which 
lies in the northwest. In the southeast, approximately 
19 kilometres away, is Tando Adam. Driving to Bhit 
Shah via the Link Road, one passes by the Karar Lake, 
which has now shrunk in size due to the expanding 
population of adjoining areas.

On its other three sides, Bhit Shah is surrounded 
by agricultural land. The shrine itself is located in the 
town’s centre and the middle of residential quarters 
of those associated with the dargah. The Havelis of 
Syeds are situated in the north and east of the shrine. 
In the south is the commercial market. In the west lies 
the Zikari Fakir Para.

Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Christian, people from all faiths pay 
homage to the saint with humility. The building of the shrine 
is a well-decorated piece of art and architecture. Sindhi and 
Multani Kashi work dominates the tomb’s walls in shades 
of blue, black, white, brown and yellow, in a mesmerising 
display of patterns and colours. The floor of the shrine is 
also fully tiled in black and white. The shrine’s overall kashi 
interior, made by local artisans on tiles brought from Hala and 
Nasserpur, also incorporates Quranic verses, Persian poetry, 
geometrical and floral designs. 

In front of the tomb is the central inner courtyard 
of the shrine with the Lakhidar gate. There are two 

rooms on the left and right of the entrance, known 
as the Toshakhana. On the left side of the Lakhi gate 
area waiting the room, kitchen (langar khana), and 
the office of the Sindh Auqaf department. In the 
front of Lakhi gate is an exterior courtyard, where 
the Much (holy fire) is lit for the Sai Sohmani ritual, 
Muslo (designated place for praying) where Fakirs 
conduct their ritualistic zikr. At the right corner of the 
courtyard is an old well which used to provide fresh 
drinking water in the olden days. The drum-beating 
place, which is locally called Dhamal Ji Jai or Nonbat 
Gah, is at the boundary of the courtyard. At sunset, 
the dhamalis beat the drums, and devotees and fakirs 
dance with spiritual zeal.

The shrine of Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai is an abode 
for thirsty souls looking for a spiritual path. Millions 
have visited the dargah, yet the spring of blessings 
has never dried up. 

The shrine of Shah Abdul Latif has been the source 
of inspiration through the poems sung by Bhit Shah’s 
Fakirs. The saint’s signature work of poetry and music, 
Shah Jo Raag, provides a magnificent medium of 
expression. The melodic voices of Fakirs touch the souls 
of pilgrims. 

SAI SOHMANI 
Zikari Fakirs perform the Sai Sohmani ritual. It is 

performed on the night of the first Sunday of every 
Islamic month. During the Ziker, the Fakirs burn wooden 
sticks collected from the nearby jungle and then walk 
seven times around the Much (holy fire) while reciting 
Allahoo and the kalam of Shah Abdul Latif. 

NOBAT GAH 
In the Nobat Gah, Dhamali (drum beater) Fakirs 

beat two drums every day after Maghrib prayers. 
During the dhamal, Raqs-i-Darveshan is performed 
by Fakirs and visitors. In this particular Sufi dance, 
a performer moves in a circle with the rhythm of the 
drum. The darvesh performing the dhamal start slow, 
and then both the dancers and drummers gradually 
increase the pace of the rhythm of movement and 
accompanying drumbeat. The Raqs-i-Darveshan 
is similar to the whirling dance performed on the 
shrine of Maulana Rumi in Konya, Turkey. It is 
widely believed that by losing oneself in the dhamal, 
the performer is transcended to the state of Wajd 
in which they experience some divine moment or 
spiritual connection. 

WADI-I-AUTAQ 
The Wadi-i-Autaq (Khanqah) is also known as Shah 

Ji Autaq and Tamar Fakir Ji Autaq. Its functions are, 
to some extent, like that of a traditional Khanqah 
which is in essence a spiritual retreat or a place, in 
essence, for spiritual and character reformation. 
The shrine’s Wadi-i-Autaq was the first structure 
built by Shah Abdul Latif and his Fakirs. From the 
time of Shah till now, this Wadi-i-Autaq has rendered 
significant contributions in the continuity of Shah’s 
Sufi doctrine, which is kept alive by Shah Jo Raag 
through the ideological lineage of Raagi Fakirs. 

Historically, this institution has remained a hub 
of devotees and Sufi intellectuals, providing three 
main functions: 1) Cementing brotherhood and 

strong attachment with Shah among the Fakirs. This 
connection provided a role model for the masses with 
a spiritual devotion to Sufism and Shah Jo Raag.

2) This institution keeps Shah’s message and work 
alive and makes it relevant for the modern time. The 
Autaq is the centre for teaching and learning Shah 
Jo Raag and other teachings of the saint. Here, new 
Fakirs get mystical training. It is said that Tamar 
Fakir was the first who started singing the Raag, and 
this was why he became a favourite of Shah Abdul 
Latif Bhitai.

3) It provided residence for Fakirs from earlier 
times, as it was the only place where people could 
reside. Everyone was accepted there while searching 
for the ultimate truth without considering of religion, 
caste or creed. Through this, many people became 
members of the Sufi school of Shah Abdul Latif 
Bhitai. His poetry provided intellectual Sufi discourse 
by which Fakirs searched for the reality of life and 
beyond. The Wadi-i-Autaq is also called the School of 
Shah Jo Raag, as many Raagi Fakirs live here, and 
every Toli who has to perform Raag at Adi comes here 
before the commencement of the Raag. Three to four 
hours before going to Raag, members of Toli come 
here simply because, according to the tradition, they 
have to keep their instruments in the Autaq. 

The saint, the poet, the musician, the torchbearer 
might physically lie in Bhit Shah, but his true essence 
is found in the Fakirs’ melodies. In the songs of bards. 
In the narratives of storytellers. In hope for the poor 
and hapless. Shah Abdul Latif’s shrine is a ray of hope 
for those who see no light in life. g        

bHIt SHaH

by them. He was from Gwalior Gharana, which emerged during the 
time of the third Mughal emperor, Jalal-ud-din Muhammad Akbar, and 
flourished till the decline of the Mughal Empire (1526–1857). 

Ustad Manzoor Ali Khan introduced classical Indian music through local 
dhuns (tunes) and styles and translated it into Sindhi. He appropriated 
many dhuns from both traditions and gave them new, creative styles. 
Among many of his great songs and dhuns, Rano is a famous piece 
synonymous with the Sindhi language. Muhammad Juman, Muhammad 
Yousif, Waheed Ali, Ustad Wazir Ali Khan, Ustad Gulzar Ali Khan, and 
Abida Parveen are established students of Ustad Manzoor Ali Khan. 

BHAGATI TRADITION 
Bhagati is an old and famous Hindu devotional tradition in Sindh, 

but it is not limited to the Hindus of Sindh. Bhagat Kanwar Ram (1885–
1939) was a renowned singer who performed all around Sindh. He was 
a poet, musician, and practicing mystic. He earned most of his income 
by singing devotional songs to poor and needy people without regard 
to their creed or religion. He was assassinated in December 1939 by 
fanatics. His traditional music continues today, especially among the 
Hindu community of the upper Sindh and Thar regions. Many folk and 
Sufi singers in Sindh have followed his musical styles and adapted his 
songs and poems. Abida Parveen and Suhrab Faqir have sung his songs 
in different styles that appropriate original dhuns. Bhagat Kanwar Ram 
was a beloved and respected devotional performer in pre-Partition 
India. It became a sensation, and he influenced many prominent singers 
in Sindh such as Jalal Chandio, Manzor Sakherani, Zarina Baloch, 
Runa Lila, Dhol Faqeer, Ustad Muhammad Yousuf, Master Chander, 
and Suhrab Faqir, among others. 

AFRO-SHEDI MUSICAL TRADITIONS
The largest South Asian–African community resides in Sindh, but not 

much has been written about their musical traditions. This area is not 
only home to the African Pakistani population but is historically the 

cultural capital of the African Iranian community. Within this broader 
era, Afro-Shedi music is a tradition peculiar to Sindh. Shedi Mela is an 
annual celebration held at the Shrine of Saint Mangho Pir in a suburb of 
Karachi. Different Shedi groups from Hyderabad, Karachi, and the Lass 
and Bela regions of Balochistan lead the procession, playing African-
derived forms of music referred to as Goma, or sacred trance dance, 
accompanied by large African drums. The event attracts a huge crowd of 
devotees and pilgrims from all over Sindh and Balochistan.

Similarly, Shedi music has acquired pop status. Lewa dance, zar trance 
music, drumming, dhamal dance, and Shedi women singing in domestic 
spaces in rural and urban Sindh have become essential local traditions. 
The Shedi also recite eulogies for martyrs of Karbala following the Shia 
tradition of Ashura procession in Muharram as a sacred practice. Shedi 
have taken on the traditional role of playing shehnai, a double-reed 
flute, during weddings and birth and circumcision ceremonies. Another 
specialty of the Shedi of Sindh is the nagara, or naghara, a half-circle 
drum played at the shrines and Shia mosques.

In Sindh, where the majority of the Shedi reside, many are known 
as bards, traditional musicians, trance masters, shamans, dancers, and 
spiritual healers. Shedi music has become localised and vernacularised 
as sacred, folk, and popular music in these regions. Within the cultural 
context of Sindh and Balochistan, Shedi music and performing arts are 
an essential component rather than being considered exotic or imported. 
This process of localisation, vernacularisation, and indigenisation shows 
us how Shedi music has been internalised as a form of cultural identity 
in Sindh and Balochistan. Meanwhile, the Shedi musicians host a canon 
of folklore with a shared leitmotif of Afro-Shedi history from slavery 
to citizenship. As musicians in their new home, the Shedi have opened 
channels of mobility that endure across Sindh and Balochistan. 

During the last 20 years, throughout Sindh and Balochistan — in rural 
villages, at the shrines of Sufi saints, at weddings and circumcisions 
— almost anywhere I go, I find that the Shedi identity is not limited 
to African descent. It seems to be, like my own identity, a mixture of 
two cultures. My ethnographic research among the Shedi in Karachi 
suggests that the growing popularity of hip-hop and Western music 
is peculiar, yet at the same time, it tells of the power of music, which 
transcends all divides.

The writer is an assistant professor of anthropology at IBA Karachi. g
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A woman in a trance as Kamil Faqeer Thani renders a raag at the tomb of the sufi saint Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai at Bhit Shah.

Laghans (Muslim minstrels) in Sind. c. 1876.

SINDH’S MUSICAL ECLECTISM 
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tHe 
muSIc 
SceNe mOVINg tO tHe rHytHmS Of geN z

K
ARACHI, the metropolis that nev-
er sleeps, is a melting pot of cul-
tural diversity unparalleled across 
Asia. It is home to languages and 
cultures from all across Pakistan 
and South Asia. Art and culture 
oozes out of Karachi, if one knows 

where to look and what one is looking at. 
Emanating from of this vibrant mix of sights, 

sounds and feelings is a new sonic landscape that is 
now defining the music scene of Pakistan. Breaking 
away from over a decade of repetitive, commercially 
sponsored fusion music, Karachi based musicians 
have taken their fate into their own hands. 

These artists are embracing their own particular 
genres and styles, without shying away from the 
roots they have established within the culture of this 
megacity. A new and vibrant crop of music stars is 
emerging from Karachi who are relatable to not only 
national but a regional audience. 

Empowered with a new found independence over 
their imaging, craft and distribution, courtesy of 
a rapidly developing online space, musicians from 
Karachi have truly found their voice. With each passing 
day the sheer variety of new music emerging from the 
studios of this ever-evolving city keeps emerging.

, expanding and taking our music across borders to 
the farthest reaches of cyberspace and planet Earth. 

LYARI UNDERGROUND AKA LUG
Just the name Lyari evokes so many feelings and 

impressions. To the slightly older it is synonymous with 
boxing, cycling, donkey cart racing and the unique 
amalgamation of Baloch and Sheedi culture, while to 
the younger generations Lyari is unjustly portrayed 
as this volatile, violent and unforgivingly area, often 
cliched as the ‘most dangerous neighbourhood in 
the world’. There is some truth in both of these 
descriptions, but out of such turmoil and hardship 
almost always rises unforgettable art. 

The rise of Lyari Underground in the music scene 
of Karachi can draw many parallels with the rise, 
fall and re-emergence of Lyari itself. They have been 
the driving force behind the meteoric rise of Balochi 
language hip hop. Drawing inspiration from the 
forefathers of hip hop music like Tupac and Notorious 
B.I.G, Lyari Underground have expressed the angst, 
the hardships and the intricacies of growing up in 
Lyari. Their lyrical content espouses politics, social 
issues, discrimination, sports, youth, violence, peace 
and everything else that is Lyari. Their rap stands up 
as a voice for the people and the soul of Lyari, their 
words speak out against the political and social forces 
at play, their emotive content speaks of the days gone 
by and of the good times to come. Like true artists, 
they have chosen not to compromise their core creative 
ethic to please commercialism and continue to make 
a huge contribution to the Balochi language itself by 
presenting it through the art form that is rap music. 

Nearly a decade ago, at the height of gang violence 
in Lyari when shut downs and drive-by shootings 
were the norm, Abdul Ahad aka ‘Anxiously’ began 
to delve into rap music to learn and speak better 
English as advised by his tutor. This inspired him 
to begin experimenting with Balochi rap music and 
soon he connected through social media with other 
young men who were also discovering hip hop. These 
young men soon learnt that they all lived in Lyari. 
They finally connected in real life, and together with 
Asadullah aka ‘Danger Baloch’ and Abdullah aka ‘DJ 
Khalifa’ they gave birth to Lyari Underground. Their 
track ‘Players of Lyari’ became an instant hit with 
the sports-mad people of their own neighbourhood. 
The song spoke of the exploitation and neglect 
football players suffered at the hands of the football 
federation. ‘Riyasat-i- Siyasat’ spoke of exactly that, 

a mishmash of politics playing havoc with the lives 
of the denizens of Lyari. ‘Kasani’. ‘Samajdhari’, 
‘Lyari is United’, the list goes on and on. They have 
truly managed to give a loud and clear voice to the 
concerns of the neighborhood they are from and the 
culture they were born in through an epic mix of old 
and new hip hop grooves. 

Lyari Underground remained proverbially and 
literally underground for a large part of their early 
career to avoid being exploited by gangsters who 
would use them to create songs glorifying their 
exploits. Instead, Lyrai Underground chose to use 
their songs and lyrical content to educate the youth of 
Lyari about the dangers of crime and the dark pit that 
is a gangsters’ life. Having emerged from obscurity 
and hiding, there seems to be no limit to Lyari 
Underground’s creativity as they continue to work on 
new material and bring to light even more cultural 
and social issues. For them, the show has just begun. 

YOUNG STUNNERS
A large part of Karachi is a middle-class suburbia 

with rows and rows of apartment blocks and small 
housing units as far as the eye can see. These localities 
represent the largest portion of Karachi’s middle-
class and Urdu-speaking population. This suburban 
nerve centre of the city has also produced endearing 
musical art and none more so than Young Stunners.

The band is a brainchild of two Talhas, who have 
captivated old and young audiences alike through 
their meticulously thought out music and thoughtful 
lyrical content. Talha Anjum and Talha Younus, along 
with their long-time producer Umair Khan, are Young 
Stunners and, quite frankly, their music and rise to 
fame is absolutely worthy of their name. They have 
not only achieved huge success commercially and 
critically but have also played a huge role in putting 
Urdu rap firmly on the worldwide hip hop map. 

Both the Talhas started their careers as rappers in 
their teens. Talha Younus would even bunk school to 
spend time in a studio chasing his dream. When they 
finally did connect, magic followed. Their satirical 
take on the upper classes and their decadence, 
‘Burger-i-Karachi’, was an instant hit followed by two 
equally successful songs, ‘Maila Majnu’ and ‘Laam sey 
Chaurah’. Their later songs ‘Afsanay’ and ‘Gumaan’ 
speak volumes of their transformation into mature, 
aware and very articulate songwriters. Their music is 
cutting edge, encompassing the best of 21st century 
auditory sensibilities and their lyrical content pulls 
at the heart strings of the restless youth of this vast 
suburbia and far beyond to other countries. 

The Talhas have not shied away from collaborations 
either. Be it with Naseebo Laal, Asim Azhar or a host of 
producers and fellow practitioners, Young Stunners’ 
seem to be imbued with this spirit of inclusivity 
which is the very essence of making music, to be able 
to collaborate and create a greater form of art. Young 
Stunners are rising a level with every effort of theirs 
and in the years to come we can expect nothing less 
than profound brilliance from this duo and their crew. 

SOUNDS OF KOLACHI
Helmed by ace musician, theorist, teacher and 

singer, Ahsan Bari, Sounds of Kolachi is a 10piece 
musical ensemble from Karachi. Featuring Gul 
Muhammad on Sarangi, Waqas Hussein on Sitar and 
Saif Abbas Rizwan on Bass along with a formidable 
vocal line up that is led by Ahsan Bari, Quaid Ahmed 
and Nimra Rafiq, Sounds of Kolachi have performed 
with an evolving line up over the years which included 
Ahad Neyani, Aziz Kazi and Shamsul Arifeen on 
drums and guitar virtuoso Faraz Anwar. This is a mind 
bogglingly eclectic mix of musical styles, modes and 
tonalities that has effortlessly produced some of the 
most creative and well-thought-out fusion of raga-

based moods with folk, western and regional music. 
Sounds of Kolachi first took root at the National 

Academy of Performing Arts where Ahsan Bari and 
his fellow students began to dabble in cross-cultural 
music and sounds. An avid student of music, Ahsan 
soon began to fuse his various influences into a 
coherent and multilayered fusion which was the 
foundation of a totally new sound, a far cry from the 
over commercialised fusion presented in the later 
days of Coke Studio and similar corporate marketing 
driven platforms. 

Ahsan and his bandmates effortlessly fused this multi-
tonal musical approach with complex time signatures 
and rhythmic cycles using both eastern and western 
instruments. Their live performances have been the 
stuff of legends, mesmerising two- to three-hour sets in 
which they present new versions of their songs every 
time they play, a music lover’s dream come true. 

Their debut album ‘Elham’ which was launched 
with the single ‘Allah he dey ga’, is a perfect example 
of how fusion music can be done right. It bears the 
signatures of all the members of the band presented 
through a vast tapestry of sounds and modes. One 
can even hear hints of flamenco and North African 
blues music in these complex yet easy-to-listen to 
musical pieces. The vocal virtuosity of Ahsan, Quaid 
and Nimra only adds to this already complex piece 
of creation. Numbers like ‘Chakardar’ and ‘Man Mora’ 
are not only mind bending in their complexity but 
also pure and simple melodically. 

Sounds of Kolachi are a shining icon of this diversity 
that Karachi is so proud of and their melding of these 
various musical influences from across the country 
speaks volumes of this amazing chemistry between 
the band members who themselves are as diverse as 
the city which brought them all together. 

TAHA G

A Karachi local and prodigious song-writing 
talent, Taha Gurwara aka Taha G, has put himself 
firmly on Karachi’s musical map. A radio darling, 
his songs can be heard blaring from cars passing 

by, in cafes and at parties. Despite only being 26, 
Taha has demonstrated his maturity as a songwriter 
and his skill as a musician through his intricately 
crafted yet simple songs which touch a multitude 
of subjects. 

Having dropped out of University due to financial 
issues, Taha picked up the guitar at the age of 21 
and taught himself music through YouTube and 
the internet. A couple of years later, inspired by 
the likes of Michael Jackson, Junaid Jamshed, Dua 
Lipa and The Weeknd, Taha began to prolifically 
compose new songs. He incorporated a very retro 
feel into his very modern songs, the mix resulting 
in a series of ultra-memorable and simple melodies 
which one found hard escape. Using simplified 
chord progressions, catchy rhythms painted with 
flavours of modern and retro electronica, Taha has 
managed to create a unique space for himself within 
the music industry developing out of Karachi. 

His song ‘Mann mein tou’ is beautiful in its 
simplicity, yet unforgettably melodic. Accompanied 
by a quirky video, it has been a firm favourite of his 
audiences since its release. ‘Pyar da Meter’ and his 
latest release ‘Dil Kay Isharay’ are equally tasty and 
come with amazingly crafted videos that poke fun 
at the society and how we perceive love and music. 
All his music is imbued with an inherent catchiness 
that keeps driving more and more listeners to it. His 
collaboration with Maanu, ‘Dou Pal’ is moody, dark 
and rhythmically driven. Just a few years into his 
career, Taha has gathered quite the body of work 
and his live performances are becoming better and 
better, full of energy and verve, also demonstrating 
his amazing dance skills. 

And like the city he is from, Taha’s music keeps 
evolving, developing and changing. His musical 
repertoire espouses the vast diversity of Karachi 
and as he matures it will keep developing into 
something new and fun every time he sits down 
to write a new song. Like other musicians of his 
age, Taha is a prolific collaborator and continues 
to explore new sounds and styles by working 
with different producers, musicians and other 
songwriters. The future of Karachi-based music is 
bright, and with one look at Taha and his evolution 
over the years one can rest assured it will be even 
brighter in the years to come. 

From hip hop to rock to pop to electronica and 
fusion, Karachi is bursting with new music. This 
multilayered kaleidoscope of social, ethnic and 
lingual diversity is the driving force behind this 
explosion of talent. Other young artistes like 
Hasan Raheem, Kashmir, Maria Unera, Auj, Khaki 
1000 and Kaan Parh keep creating song upon song 
capturing the hearts if listeners across the country 
and the region. The possibilities are endless.

However, what is remarkable and also truly 
emblematic of Karachi, is that almost all of these 
artistes succeeded without any support from 
commercial platforms like Coke Studio or Nescafe 
Basement. Empowered by the internet, with their 
imaging and music in their own hands, these young 
artistes have made a huge impact on the music scene 
of Pakistan. The freedom that online streaming and 
social media has provided has empowered them 
to keep pushing the boundaries of creativity and 
musical variety while the lack of competent music 
companies has put them in charge of their own 
business future.

The future of music in Pakistan is safe in the 
hands of these younger generations of musicians, 
untainted by the pressure of commercialism and 
unfazed by the expectancy to adhere. The young 
musicians of Karachi continue to inspire and push 
the boundaries of creativity, infinitely enriching 
this incredible new sonic landscape of Pakistan. g

Talha G.
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tHe lItterateurS Of SINDH
dR faHMIda HUSSaIN TRaCeS THe SeCUlaR TRadITIoNS eMbedded IN SINdHI lITeRaTURe SINCe THe 15TH CeNTURy.

laNguage & 
lIterature

T
HE history of recorded Sindhi lit-
erature commences from the 15th 
century poet Qazi Qadan. Since it is 
not feasible to deal with the entire 
history of more than six centuries, 
only a selection of a few prominent 
poets and prose writers is being pre-

sented in this article, who showed clarity of thinking, 
excellence in their art and the milieu of their respec-
tive eras. Most of the Sindhi writers and poets treated 
their pen as the most potent weapon to energise and 
motivate people and reinforce positive attitudes like 
love, peace, tolerance, justice, beauty and harmony 
in society. They infused them with courage to stand 
up against oppression, tyranny, injustice and exploita-
tion of the masses by feudal lords, autocratic rulers of 
their times, when they were subjected to oppression 
and violence by them. In essence, we can conveniently 
say that ‘resistance’ has always been the general trend 
of Sindhi literature. 

As the earliest manifestations of Sindhi literature, 
we find epic poetry preserved through oral traditions 
in the form of ‘ggah’ and ‘bait’, sung by bards known 
as ‘Bhatt’ and ‘Bham’. Popular amongst them was the 
epic of Dodo-Chaneser of the Samma period (1025-
1356 AD). Then in the Samma period (1356-1520) the 
most important poet was Qazi Qadan (1463-1551AD), 
who has left behind a collection of more than 90 cou-
plets or ‘baits’, that show the influence of Sufi thought, 
although he was theologian and a Qazi at the time. 
His diction is simple but the theme shows his deep in-
sight in the music tradition of classical Persian poetry. 
He is followed by another great Sufi poet Shah Abdul 
Karim Bulri (1537-1626), who was the great grand fa-
ther of Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai. He has been called 
the ‘morning star’ of  the Sindhi poetry, who showed 
the future poets, a path to symbolic representation of 
the journey of human soul towards its original desti-
nation. His mystic poetry in the form of ‘bait’ is fully 
developed, which was further developed in style and 
technique by Shah Latif. He was followed by Shah 
Inayat and Lutufullah Qadri and others. During this 
period Sufi thought was dominating the literary world 
and a tradition of depicting characters from folk ro-
mantic stories of Sasui-Punhoon, Suhoni-Mehar etc 
was prevalent, to convey the message dealing with a 
mystic ideal.

The Kalhora period (1737-1782 AD) is considered 
the golden era of Sindhi literature with Shah Latif 
as its epicentre. His collection of poetry, the ‘Risalo’ 
is a masterpiece, a treasure of Sindhi language, cul-
ture, history and literature. His Risalo is divided in 
Surs (musical notes) based on the romantic stories 
of Moomal-Rano, Umer-Marvi, Sasu-Punhoon, Suho-
ni-Mehar, Sorath-Rai Diyach, Leela-Chanesar etc. No 
doubt he is a great Sufi poet and his poetry played 
an important role in maintaining communal harmony 
and religious tolerance, through its rhythmic rendi-
tion and recitation, yet he is more of a poet of real life, 
who composed his poetry in accordance with the so-
cial and political conditions of his times, for the ben-
efit of common folks. He transformed the characters 
of female protagonists of the folk stories, into strong, 
brave and bold women, who refused to bow before 
tyrants, and defied all sorts of hurdles, natural or hu-
man, and remained steadfast on the road of love thus 
giving them attributed of independent empowered 
women who made their own decisions. His portrayal 
of these female characters and their image is that of 
an ideal woman, he had visualised in the society of 
Sindh.

The socio-political conditions of Sindh during his 
times were difficult for the people, who were suffer-
ing due to oppressive and exploitative polices of the 
rulers and orthodox clergy. He, as a sensitive and con-
scientious creative artist, composed his poetry in the 
language of the masses to advise them to unite and 
face the odds with coverage and reject discrimination 
and intolerance propagated by the orthodox clergy. 
He was a revolutionary poet in that sense.

After Shah Latif, the most important and vocal poet 
was Sachal Sarmast (1739-1829) in the times of Tal-
pur rulers. He was a rebellious poet. What Shah La-
tif has said in a mild and subtle way, Sachal said in 
a more vigorous and powerful way, in more than one 
languages, such as Sindhi, Seraiki, Urdu and Persian, 
and used different genres for his expression. In his po-
etry Sachal seems to be too explicit and revolutionary, 

due to the persistent anarchy, violence and fanaticism 
rampant is the society of that era. He is said to be fol-
lower of Mansoor Hallaj. 

Sami Chaneser, a Hindu poet of the same era com-
posed his poetry according to the philosophy of the 
Vedas, i.e. Vedanta. After him Roohal, Bedil, Bekas, 
Abdul Rahim Girohri, Muhammad Zaman, Khalifo 
Nabi Buksh were also important poets of this era. 
Mysticism was the basic philosophy in their poetry, 
but along with that their poems depict the real life sit-
uations, conflicts and political turmoil of there times. 

In the British period (1983-1947), Sindh under-
went radical changes. The people never accepted the 

alien rule. In the beginning, social movements were 
initiated, which later generated political movements 
of resistance and defiance, culminating in the Hur 
Movement, that put the British in a defensive position 
and they tried to appease and please the people by 
recognising Sindhi as the officials language of Sindh 
and initiating literary and educational reforms. Along 
with printing of academic books, several newspapers, 
magazines and periodicals were issued, that played 
an important role in creating awareness among the 
people against the colonial powers.

The movement against separation of Sindh from 
Bombay presidency gave birth to organised political 
movements as well as literary revolution. Several po-
ets composed resistance poetry; some among them 
were Shaikh Abdullah, Haji Mehmood Khadim, Mu-
hammad Buksh ‘Wasif’ etc.

Although the influence of Progressive Writers 
Movement came in the late ’30s of the twentieth cen-
tury, the general trend of Sindhi literature, especially 
poetry has always been secular and progressive, right 
from Shah Latif and Sachal Sarmast to the present 
times. The progressive writers’ movement added 
a new life to the literature of Sindh. The writers of 

this era wrote in favour of classless society, against 
feudalism and religious extremism. They liberated 
themselves from the alien forms and techniques, for-
eign imagery and Persianised diction, with has been 
adopted by a section of reactionary writers. 

Kishan Chand Bewas, Abdul Karim Gadai, Haid-
er Buksh Jatoi and Shaikh Ayaz were among those 
who revolutionised the whole literary scenario. They 
worked both in prose and poetry during pre-indepen-
dence days and even after that.

The political life and demography in Sindh was 
drastically changed after the partition. The social 
and political conditions were such that the identity, 

culture and language of the province were denied 
recognition with the imposition of one unit in the 
’50s. Political persecution and oppression created 
mistrust and instability. Sindhi Adabi Sangat and 
other literary forums started an anti-one-unit move-
ment against the establishment. Most of the nation-
alist and progressive writers struggled for restoration 
of the independent provincial statics of Sindh and 
Sindhi language, under the leadership of Muham-
mad Ibrahim Joyo. They wrote in all genres of liter-
ature; they composed resistance poetry, wrote short 
stories, novels, essays, columns with emphasis on the 
miseries of the people, exploitation and oppression 
by the establishment and the feudal. This movement 
continued till the abolition of one unit. Those at the 
forefront were Shaikh Ayaz, Niaz Humayuni, Tanweer 
Abbasi, Shamsherul Haideri among the poets, Ibra-
him Joyo, R.B. Palijo, Ghulam Muhammad Grami, 
Haider Baksh Jatoi, M. Usman Diplai, Rashid Bhatt 
and other among the prose writers, Jamal Abro, Ayaz 
Qadri, Siraj Memon Rabbani Agro were among the 
fiction writers.

The literary giant of this era Shaikh Ayaz’s poet-
ry created ripples among the powers to be and his 

protest poetry motivated the masses. The result was 
that his books were proscribed and he was impris-
oned along with other progressive and nationalised 
writers. Monthly magazines that published his poetry 
and other writers’ resistance literature were Mehran, 
Rooh Rehan and Suhsi. Later, another lot of such po-
ets came in the front, they were Ustad Bukhari, Sar-
wech Sujawali, Ibrahim Munshi, etc.

The popular trend of this era was to create anti-es-
tablishment literature. Since the political conditions 
of Sindh have always remained such, this trend has 
continued till date.

With the advent of modernism, a sizeable number 
of writers were influenced by it, such as Madad Ali 
Sindhi, Shaukat Shoro, Manik, in the field of short 
story and Imdad Hussain, Taj Joyo, Taj Baloch, Qamar 
Shahbaz, Ayaz Gul, Adal Soomoro, Hasan Dars and 
Ahmed Solangi as poets, who adopted the new trends 
along with continuing with the old ones. A whole new 
variety and creed was created in poetry that depict-
ed the deprivation, frustration and resentment of the 
people after the ’70s giving rise to new techniques 
and forms with modern diction. 

In the ’80s after the MRD movement, Sindh saw a 
new wave of violence and terror. In order to create 
awareness about the history of violence and terror in 
Sindh through the centuries, Siraj Memon wrote five 
novels with the technique of historical fiction. In the 
same period Agha Salim and Ali Baba also wrote nov-
els for the same purpose.

Although the dominant trend of Sindhi literature 
has remained secularism and progressivism, yet a 
handful of fundamentalist, pro-establishment pseu-
do, intellectuals and writers,  produced their brand of 
self-generated literary ideals propagating so called 
ideological literature; but they were never welcomed 
by the majority of people, because they did not have 
their roots in the masses.

During the ’70s Sindh saw a new awakening and a 
big lot of female writers came to the front through 
some newspaper editions for women, such as ‘Sugh-
arian Sath’ in the daily Hilale Pakistan, monthly 
Sojhro and Adiyoon etc edited by Fahmida Memon 
and Khadija Hanum Dawoodpota. This era produced 
literary giants like Khairunisa Jafferi and Noor ul 
Huda Shah and other like Tanvir Junejo, Suraya Soz, 
Shabnam Moti, Sahar Imdad, Sultana Waqasi, Hija 
Dowood, Amar Sindhu and many more. They are 
producing progressive, feminist and nationalist lit-
erature with modern diction and style; giving a new 
progressive face to the society of Sindh. g    

M
UHAMMAD Bin Tughlaq 
died in 1351 on his way to 
Thatta, Sindh. He was lead-
ing an offensive there. In 
1361, Firoz Shah Tughlaq 
decided to conquer Sindh 
and attacked Thatta but 

the campaign failed miserably. The devotees of a 
local saint believed it was due to the blessings of 
their sheikh that Thatta could not be conquered 
and said “Barkat-e-Sheikh Pattha, aik muaa aik 
nattha”(it was divine grace of Sheikh Pattha, one 
died and the other fled). 

Several scholars, including Syed Sulaiman 
Nadvi, have quoted this phrase, often found in 
slightly variant texts in different sources, to prove 
that in 14th century Urdu had taken its early shape 
and was spoken far and wide, including Sindh. Or, 
at least, an Urdu-like common language was very 
much existent in Sindh as well, they claim.

Some scholars, including Sulaiman Nadvi and 
Hussamuddin Rashdi, were of the view that Urdu 
was born in Sindh. Aside from whether or not 
Urdu was born in Sindh, it is a fact that Sindh’s 
contribution to Urdu literature had begun much 
earlier than most people think. Dr Nabi Bakhsh 
Baloch in his book ‘Sindh Mein Urdu Shaeri’ has 
mentioned names and works of over 170 Urdu 
poets from Sindh, right from Mughal era through 
Kalhora and Talpur periods up to British Raj.

Though Urdu literature and language found 
a new haven in Sindh in the post-independence 

era, Urdu was neither a stranger nor an apple of 
discord before 1947 here. ‘Mufarreh-ul-Quloob’, a 
newspaper in Persian language was launched from 
Karachi in 1856 and it carried poetry and articles 
in Urdu as well. Garcin de Tassy, the renowned 
French scholar of Urdu, has also mentioned this 
newspaper and its Urdu contents in his lectures 
published by Anjuman Taraqqi-e-Urdu. Later on, 
several Urdu dailies, weeklies, fortnightlies and 
monthlies were launched from Karachi in the 
latter half of the 19th and the early 20th century, 
not to mention robust growth of Urdu journalism 
in Sindh in post-independence era. 

Some scholars from Sindh had been writing in 
Urdu, too, and their works had been published in 
late 19th century. For instance, Mirza Qaleech Baig 
had published his Urdu book ‘Makhzan-ul-Qavaafi’ 
in 1898 from Jacobabad. This writer was able 
to trace a copy of this work at Karachi’s Ghalib 
Library. In 1914, a branch of Anjuman Taraqqi-e-
Urdu was established at Karachi and it provided a 
fillip to Urdu mushaeras (poetry recital sessions) 
that were already popular in Karachi. In those 
days there were scores of Urdu poets in Sindh who 
would recite their poetry at Urdu mushaeras held 
in Karachi, but their names cannot be mentioned 
here for want of space. The point is, contrary to 
the general perception, Urdu had been a tool of 
literary expression in Sindh much before the 
independence in 1947, despite not being a native 
language here. 

After the independence, Urdu found a new 

homeland in Sindh. Pir Hussamuddin Rashdi, 
a renowned scholar from Sindh, once remarked 
that Karachi became a cultural and literary hub 
only after many literary and cultural centres in 
India were ruined. He was, of course, referring to 
scores, nay hundreds, of poets, writers, journalists, 
scholars and intellectuals who had migrated after 
the independence from different parts of Indo-Pak 
subcontinent to settle down in urban centres in 
Sindh, especially Karachi, Hyderabad and some 
other towns, leaving behind everything they had, 
including their cultural, literary and linguistic 
heritage. They were welcomed in their new country 
with open arms and warm hearts, but leaving 
one’s home for good and heading to the pastures 
unknown can in no way be termed easy. 

Rashdi sahib’s assertion was based on his 
personal experiences as he personally met dozens 
of scholars who had migrated from India and 
he had seen them struggling to find a decent 
livelihood and settle down in the then capital of 
the nascent country, already reeling from the 
economic crunch and horrors of massacres in the 
wake of independence. The country was grappling 
to rehabilitate over seven million migrants, 
crossing over from the neighbouring India. Jobs 
were not scarce, they were virtually non-existent 
and everyone was trying to scratch a living. Rashdi 
sahib ran into, for example, Syed Yousuf Bukhari 
Dehlvi, a writer, broadcaster and nephew of the 
then Imam of Delhi’s grand mosque, hawking 
cigarettes and ‘paan’ on the streets of Karachi 

in a large tray-like box dangling from his neck. 
Rashdi was startled to know who he was and took 
Bukhari sahib to his personal library to show him 
a treasured copy of Bukhari’s book ‘Ye Dilli Hai’. 
Rashdi solaced him and hoped he would find a job 
suited to his abilities. This ultimately happened. 

But there were others, too, who were 
accommodated according to their expertise and 
experience. For instance, Allama I. I. Qazi, the 
then vice-chancellor of Sindh University, asked Dr 
Ghulam Mustafa Khan, a renowned scholar who 
had migrated from India, to join Sindh University’s 
Urdu department as head and he accepted the 
offer, thus paving way for hundreds of students to 
benefit in the decades to come. Sindh University 
had been shifted from Karachi to Hyderabad. It 
later on moved to a much expansive campus at 
Jamshoro, where the department is still serving. 
Many of the students graduating from Sindh 
University’s Urdu department later on shone in 
different literary and cultural domains.  

Aside from hundreds of authors and intellectuals 
who migrated from India and settled in Sindh, and 
whose names simply cannot be mentioned here, 
another interesting aspect of Urdu’s popularity in 
Sindh is the contribution of local Sindhi writers 
who wrote in Urdu and were recognised as Urdu 
writers or poets in addition to their standing in 
Sindhi’s literary circles. But this needs another 
piece as the saga is as long as interesting. g

drraufparekh@yahoo.com

SpearHeaDINg tHe lOVe fOr urDu lIterature 
RaUfH paReKH dISCUSSeS SINdH’S CoNTRIbUTIoN To URdU lITeRaTURe SINCe paRTITIoN.

Most of the Sindhi writers and poets treated their pen as 
the most potent weapon to energise and motivate people 
and reinforce positive attitudes like love, peace, tolerance, 
justice, beauty and harmony in society. They infused them 
with courage to stand up against oppression, tyranny, 
injustice and exploitation of the masses by feudal lords 
and autocratic rulers of their times.

Shaikh Ayaz was a Sufi and a prominent nationalist poet.
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Pir Hassam-ud-Din Rashidi.

Dr Siraj Memon. Hyder Bux Jatoi (r) and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. Kishan Chand Bewas.

Allama I.I. Kazi. Mohammad Ibrahim Joyo.

Wh
ite

 St
ar 

Ar
ch

ive
s

Mirza Qaleech Baig.   

Wh
ite

 St
ar 

Ar
ch

ive
s



DAWN FRIDAY ApRIl 22, 2022 VISION 2022 SINDH40

IN
F-K

RY
 16

87
/20

22



VISION 2022 SINDH 41DAWN FRIDAY ApRIl 22, 2022

T
HE legendary painter A R Nagori 
was known for his unwavering at-
titude to life and his intrepid stand 
against the dictatorial rule of Gen 
Ziaul Haq. But he was, first and fore-
most, an artist. The colours that he 
splashed onto the canvas and the 

lines with which he drew contours of images that 
he either wanted to disapprove or extol were of 
very high quality. Another important piece of infor-
mation about him is that he was from the province 
of Sindh, the land of Sufis, and a region that was at 
the forefront of the struggle for democracy in the 
1970s and ’80s.    

The political uncertainties in the country have 
often made critics and appreciators of creative 
pursuits overlook the fact that Sindh has a rich 
history in the field of art. Interestingly, for the last 
two to three decades, there is a huge number (and 
one says this without any fear of contradiction) of 
top-notch painters and sculptors that have come 
out of Sindh. The number is so overwhelming that 
it has not yet allowed art historians to analyse why, 
on a regular basis, this southern part of Pakistan 
churns out visual artists.   

Today, Karachi boasts of at least a dozen worthy art 
galleries where exhibitions take place almost every 
fortnight – if not every week. More often than not, 
the artworks displayed in them come from creative 
souls belonging to Sindh. To boot, the Culture 
Department of the Government of Sindh is playing 
its part in promoting all sorts of cultural activities 
that project the softer, productive side of the region.   

For example, a gallery set up on the premises of 
the Liaquat National Library called Sambara now 
regularly holds shows where artworks produced by 
men and women hailing from the province are put 
on view. A couple of months back, an exhibition 
displayed works of no fewer than 100 sculptors – 
not painters – and it was a sight to behold. Pieces 
made from material ranging from wood to metal 
and from fibre glass to hair… impressed the viewers 
who came to the show no end.   

These artists are not only making their presence 
felt at a national level but they have attracted the 
attention of the global market. The prime example 
is that of Imran Qureshi, who grew up in Hyderabad 
and is now an internationally renowned name 
known for his distinct take on miniature art. His 
exhibitions have been held around the world and 
his artworks have sold at reputed galleries.   

Then there are the likes of Aqeel Solangi and Ayaz 
Jokhio, two painters deeply rooted in the land they 
come from. The sweet smell of their soil emanate 
from their paintings alongside all the trappings of 
modern-day art. Imran Channa and Raheela Abro 
experiment with form without compromising on 

their styles. These are formidable names.  
And who can ignore the inimitable Fakira who, 

with his astounding life-like sculptures, has been 
wowing art practitioners and viewers in equal 
measure. Many of the latter (that is, the viewers) 
have started to take a profound interest in artistic 
endeavours because of him!   

These are only a few unavoidable mentions. There 
are others who have carved a niche for themselves 
by sheer virtue of their remarkable talent. Sameera 
Raja, the founder of Karachi’s Canvas Art Gallery, 
has put up shows of Sindh’s artists on numerous 
occasions. She looks at their prominence on the 
art horizon through a distinct prism. She says, “I 
think what people are seeing now as emergence of 
the artists from Sindh may be because it has been 
categorised as such. They have always been there. 
There has been a very strong band of artists from 
Sindh, which includes Karachi, which is an intrinsic 
part of the province, and from the interior, that is 

how it should be put. Karachi is also the hub of 
cultural activities. It has changed over the years. 
Before that, Lahore was the cultural hub, now it’s 
Karachi. Artists from all over the country want to 
come here and exhibit their stuff. 

“If I were to look back and think about where this 
term or phrase ‘artists from Sindh’ came, maybe it 
was from the Sindh Art Festival that happened in 
Feb 2015 under the aegis of the PPP government. It 
was a very good initiative. It was a big show organised 
by the Canvas Art Gallery and Vasl in collaboration, 
at the behest of the Sindh government. We had a 
67-artist group show at Frere Hall.” 

Expanding on the subject, Ms Raja says, 
“Another aspect of it is what Sambara Gallery 
(Liaquat National Library) is doing because they 
are getting a lot of artists from the interior of 
Sindh along with those from Karachi. Due to this 
umbrella, people are now talking about Sindhi 
artists. Having said this, I will say that artists 

from Sindh have been exhibiting forever. Some 
of our best contemporary talent and modernists 
are also from the region. For example, there’s 
Musarrat Mirza, Sadequain, Ahmed Pervez, 
Gulgee and Jamil Naqsh… these are all 
modernists who came from Sindh. We should 
not bifurcate Sindh and Karachi. Then about the 
contemporary artists, in this room [where the 
interview was conducted] there’s Aamir Habib, 
Ayaz Jokhio, Mohammad Ali Talpur, Ayesha 
Khalid, Imran Qureshi, Ahmed Ali Manganhar, 
Moin Faruqi… There are so many from Sindh. 
There’s been a very, very strong influence. Now 
people are focusing on Sindh.”  

On the distinction in terms of content, Ms 
Raja says, “Personally, I have a problem of 
demarcating art like that. There should not be 
geographical divisions. Art is a unifier, not a 

SINDH’S artIStS taKe ceNtre Stage
aRTISTS fRoM SINdH aRe fINally eMeRgINg To TaKe THeIR plaCe oN THe NaTIoNal SCeNe, wRITeS SalMaN peeRzada.
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Find the Real Jinnah by Imran Channa.
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Bano, daughter of Mian Noor Muhammad (r.1719-
1753) and sister of Ghulam Shah Kalhoro (r.1757-1772) 
held Abdul Hameed Buchari in great veneration. 
She built the shrines of Abdul Hameed Buchrai, his 
son Muhammad Sharif and the mosque at Makan 
Sharif in Tando Allahyar district. She was a pious and 
generous woman who built many mosques, madrasahs 
and tombs over the graves of Sufi saints in Sindh.

Many women from the Kalhora and Talpur dynasties 
were known for their devotion to Sufism, welfare, and 
philanthropy. Mai Khairi, the mother of Mir Fateh Ali 
Khan Talpur, the founder of the Talpur dynasty, was a 
devout follower of Syed Ishaque Bokhari. She built an 
impressive mosque for her murshid. Mai Khairi’s mosque 
was one of the most imposing structures of the Talpur 
period (1783-1843) in Nasarpur town. The mosque was 
decorated with Nasarpur ceramics. Both the interior and 
exterior were tastefully decorated. But unfortunately, 
the ceramics and other forms of decoration were lost 
when the mosque was renovated about a decade ago. 

Mai Jaman, a wife of Mian Noor Muhammad 
Kalhoro was also renowned for her piety. She was 
believed to have commissioned eight mosques in 
different villages in the Sanghar district. All the 
mosques carried her name and are locally called Mai 
Jaman jun Masjidoon (the mosques of Mai Jaman).

Apart from royal women, there is a long list of 
middle-class women whose devotion to Sufism was 
unparalleled. Some of these women had mosques 
built at the shrines of Sufi saints while some enrolled 
themselves as disciples of eminent Sufis and became 
famous female Sufis themselves. The shrine of a 
female saint can be found in almost every district of 
Sindh. In the main bazaar of Nasarpur, there is the 
popular shrine of Bibi Nur Bhari who belonged to 
Dabgaran caste. Meanwhile, the shrines of Mai Garhi 
and Mokhi are found on the peripheries of Karachi. 

Mai Noori, an “untouchable” woman of the Hindu 
Shikari caste, was a very dear disciple of Rajsen 
Soomrani, a Suhrawardi saint near Nindo, in Badin 
district. It is still obligatory for Hindu Rabari devotees 
and Muslim disciples to first pay salutations to Mai 
Noori and then to her mentor Rajsen Soomrani. 

Mai Bhambi was another Muslim woman who 
became an eminent disciple of Jarkas Dinani, another 
Suhrawardi saint, whose shrine lies 4km from Pangrio 

in Golarchi taluka of Badin district. Mai Kuni, who 
was a female disciple of Ram Jago in Umarkot 
district, whose shrine lies 2km south of Ram Jago’s 
shrine also deserves mention. 

ARTS AND LITERATURE 
Meanwhile, painters and musicians were equally 

influenced by the sufi kalam of their time. Sufi 
themes are evident in many paintings on the walls of 
many tombs in Sindh. Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai’s work 
inspired a number of artists who depicted several folk 
romances mentioned in his kalam in their paintings. 

Shah Abdul Karim, the great father of Shah Abdul 
Latif Bhitai, was the first Sindhi Sufi poet who used 
folk tales of Sasui and Puhnun, Suhni and Mehar, 
Umar and Marui, Leela and Chanesar, etc as symbols 
to express his mystic thoughts. According to Bayanul 
Arifin, Shah Abdul Karim was fond of travelling. 
He even visited Ahmedabad in Gujrat where he 
participated in Samaa’ sessions of the mystics of that 
city. He also met Sheikh Issa Jundullah (1555-1621), 
an eminent Sufi of Ahmedabad who was originally 
from Pat Sharif in Dadu, Sindh.

Once Shah Abdul Latif visited Daraza Sharif and 
met Sachal when the latter was seven years old. It 
is believed that Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai remarked, 
“Sachal would take the lid off the cauldron I have 
set to boil”. He meant that Sachal would uncover 
the divine secrets which Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai had 
kept concealed. Sachal was revolutionary in his ideas. 
He was greatly influenced by the works of Hussain 
bin Manṣur al-ṣallaj (858-922) and Farid ud-Din Attar 
(1145-1221) and extensively referred to them in 
his poetry. Hence, Sachal was called ‘Mansur Sani’ 
and ‘Attar of Sindh.’ He was a staunch exponent of 
the doctrine of Wahdat-ul-Wujud. Sufi at heart and 
ascetic by soul, he was intoxicated with the love of 
the Beloved and was thus called Sarmast (ascetic).

Sachal was a child when his father died. He was 
raised by his uncle Khawaja Abdul Haq I (1708-1799 
A.D.), the younger son of Khawaja Muhammad Hafiz. 
Khawaja Muhammad Abdul Haq I was also the first 
sajjada-nashin of the dargah of Khawaja Muhammad 
Hafiz. And so, it came to be that Khawaja Abdul 
Haq I was uncle, father-in-law, and spiritual guide 
of Sachal Sarmast. Khwaja Abdul Haq I used to call 
Abdul Wahab as “Sachal,” “Sachu” and “Sachidino.” 
Sachal also used appellations of “Sachal,” “Sachu” 
and “Sachidino” in his Sindhi, Seraiki and Urdu 
poetry. In Persian poetry, his appellations were 

“Askhar” and “Khudai.” Sachal’s Persian works 
include 1) Diwan Ashkar, 2) Masnavi Ishaq Nama, 
3) Masnavi Dard Nama (Story of Pain), 4) Masnavi 
Gudaz Nama (Song of Melting), 5) Masnavi Tar 
Nama (Song of the String), 6) Masnavi Rehbar 
Nama (Song of Guidance), 7) Masnavi Wahdat 
Nama (Song of Unity), 8) Masnavi Waslat Nama (Song 
of Union), 9) Masnavi Raz Nama (Song of Mystery), 
10) Ghazal Behr-i-Taveel (Song of Deep Melody), 
11) Diwan-i-Khudai (Poetry of Divinity), 12) Naktai-i-
Taswwuf (Mystic Teachings).

Apart from Sindhi, Seraiki and Persian languages, 
Sachal Sarmast also composed poetry in Urdu. He is 
often incorrectly believed to have been the first poet 
of Sindh to compose ghazals in Urdu. Abdul Hakim 
Atta Thattvi (1630-1727) was the first poet in Sindh 
who composed ghazals in Urdu. Many Sindhi Sufi 
poets of the Kalhora (1700-1783), Talpur (1783-1843), 
and British (1843-1947) periods also continued to do 
so. Among them, the most notable were Mir Hyder 
Uddin Abu Tarab Kamil (1688-1751), Mian Sarfaraz 
Khan Kalhoro (d.1777) Rohal Faqir (1720-1781), 
Murad Faqir Zangejo (1727-1796), Shahu Khan 
Zangejo (1752-1815), Syed Sabit Ali Shah (1740-1810) 
Mir Murad Ali Khan ‘Ali’ (d.1833) Faqir Ghulam Ali 
Zangejo (1766-1839), Darya Khan Zangejo (1777-
1852), Faqir Nanak Yousaf Khokhar (1792-1853), 
Qadir Bakhsh Bedal (1815-1873), Sufi Ibrahim Shah 
Faqir (1827-1875), Hamal Faqir Laghari  (1812-1879), 
Muhammad Mohsin Bekas (1858- 1881), Mir Abdul 
Hussain Sangi (1851-1924), Mir Ali Nawaz Khan 
Talpur ‘Naz’ (1884-1935) and many others 

Like Bhitai, Sachal was also against the rigid 
mindset of the clergy of his time, something which 
is reflected in his poetry. He was a great poet of the 
ghazal and the kafi. According to Dr. Tanveer Abbasi 
(1934-1999), he invented many new forms or genres of 
poetry in Sindhi and brought new traditions and styles 
of singing to music. His poetry continued to influence 
many of the later Sufi poets of Sindh. Prominent 
amongst them were Faqir Nanak Yousaf (his chief 
disciple), Faqir Khush Khair Muhammad Hisbani 
(1809-1877), Faqir Qadir Bakhsh Bedal (1814-1873) 
and his son Faqir Muhammad Mohsin Bekas (1858-
1881), Usman Sangi (1778-1860) and many others.

SUFI MUSIC 
A number of singers have recited various iterations 

of sufi kalam. Among them, Master Chander, Master 
Muhammad Ibrahim (d.1977) Ustad Manzoor Ali 

Khan (d.1980) Muhammad Juman (d.1990), Ustad 
Muhammad Yousaf (d.1997) Mai Bhagi (d.1988) 
Allan Faqir (d.2000) and Abida Parveen are some 
prominent names. 

The tradition of singing with Yaktaro and Chapri 
is also in integral part of the Sindhi culture. From 
Syed Noor Shah, who sang kafis on Yaktaro in the 
first two decades of the 20th century, to Dhol Faqir 
(1921-1992), Faqir Abdul Ghafoor (1910-1986), and 
Ghulam Hyder to Jalal Chandio (1944-2001), every 
Yaktaro player won themselves a devoted audience.

Jalal Chandio (1944-2001), who was known as the 
king of Yaktaro and Chapri, inspired many singers. 
His music was very popular in Jacobabad, Shikarpur, 
Larkana, Sukkur, Khairpur, Dadu and Nawabshah 
and came to represent folk music of the bucolic areas 
of upper and central Sindh. 

There are many musician groups (soung) that 
are associated with certain Sufi shrines or dargahs 
in Sindh. Soung is a form of devotional singing and 
dancing. Several soung groups exist in Sindh and 
each is connected to a different Sufi shrine in Sindh. 
Muhammad Faqir Khatian (1873-1941) and Sufi 
Rakhail Shah (1846-1940) were actually the founders 
of Soung tradition in Sindh. A most prominent 
Soung was of Sohrab Faqir (1936-2009), which was 
associated with the shrine of Sachal Sarmast (1739-
1827).

Shah Abdul Latif’s faqirs (servants), dressed in 
black, sit in a semicircle outside the door of his tomb 
and sing his poetry on the tamboura day and night. 
The practice of Shah Jo Rag at his dargah continues 
from the days of Bhitai himself when he himself used 
to sing with the faqirs.

It would not be wrong to describe Sindh as the cradle of 
Sufism. Though sufism came of age in Sindh, it remained 
visceral and transient. This sense of constant transition 
helped sufi values to be carried over, interpreted, 
understood and absorbed by people irrespective 
of their religious or socio-economic backgrounds, 
making its appeal universal and sustainable. Despite 
the challenges of the modern age and the social and 
political turbulence of recent decades, the sufi values 
have remained as valuable and omnipresent as they 
were in the past. This is exactly what sufism is, in the 
words of Pakistani author Bina Shah: “It’s a state of 
being, an energy that will always survive.” g

 The writer is an anthropologist and Assistant Professor 
at Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE). 

SINDH’S SUFI HERITAGE
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A miniature painting of the turba symbol at the tomb of 
Sachal Sarmast by Malika Abbas.

divider. It should build bridges. Yes, if you talk 
about the artist from Sindh there’s something about 
the land which makes them philosophical. Their 
work has a Sufi streak in it. It’s meditative and it 
has a lot of content. It’s conceptually very strong.” 

Answering the question whether one could 
distinguish in terms of technique and content 
between art coming out of Sindh and the rest of 
Pakistan, she says, “I don’t think I can do it on 
the basis of skill because that can also be taught. 
Conceptually, it comes from within.” 

Ms Raja believes that Sindh’s artists are more 
rooted to their soil. “That’s why I’m talking about 
Sufism. I think it’s the Sufi bent that makes them 
more rooted to their homeland. If you want to 
bifurcate artists from the interior and those from 
Karachi, then talk about the urban-rural divide, 
because the rural concerns are quite different. 
They are more meditative, they are more about 
spirituality. Whereas Karachi’s urban issues are 

more personal since it’s such a strife-laden city. 
Still, that being said, it’s not necessary that the 
artists from Sindh are living in Sindh. We go back 
to what National College of Arts (NCA), Lahore, 
has provided. It’s a public university which has a 
quota system. Every province has a set number 
of seats. A lot of individuals from Sindh on the 
basis of merit qualify and go to NCA for their 
studies. They study there for four to five years on 
very subsidised fee. They may choose to remain 
there and start teaching at NCA because Lahore 
and Karachi are the two main centres of art. By 
definition they are from Sindh but they are living 
elsewhere. Or they may relocate to anywhere else. 
Artists such as Jabbar Gull, M Zeeshan and R N 
Naeem are not living in Mirpur Khas where they 
came from. But then there are people like Ayaz 
Jokhio and Mohammad Ali Talpur who are living 
in Lahore. Then there are Amjad Ali Talpur and 
Nazakat Ali Deepar who came from Jamshoro and 
are living and teaching over there. So it’s all very 
diverse.” 

Indeed, it’s all very diverse. After all, nothing 
matters to a nation more than unity in diversity.  g

Madhubala Aur Dilip Kumar Wali Painting by Ayaz Jokhio.
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Opening Word of this New Scripture – a diptych by Imran Qureshi.

The famed Kambar Faqeer performs at Bhit Shah.
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SINDH’S ARTISTS TAKE CENTRE STAGE
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The City by the Sea by Ahmed Ali Mangnahar.
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M
OHENJO-DARO, considered 
one of the largest settlements 
of the Indus Valley Civilisa-
tion, came to light after a 
series of large-scale excava-
tions led by Sir John Mar-
shall and others in the 1920s 

and 1930s. The resultant discoveries helped the world 
know about the multidimensional aspects of the site, 
one of the most advanced cities of its time. 

The excavations, which some experts believe 
cover hardly ten per cent of the actual site, opened 
a new window of research, with scholars and 
archaeologists from across the world still finding 
out the realities about its existence, its beginning 
and the end. The script used by the civilisation has 
yet to be deciphered.

In 1980, Mohenjo-daro was designated a 
World Heritage Site, a landmark or area with 
legal protection by an international convention 
administered by the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (Unesco). It 
garnered widespread interest with the passage of 
time and studies have been conducted to trace its 
origin and how it remained unaffected by natural 
and man-made wraths during all those years. 

Some archaeologists describe the site as pre-
historic (occurred before the existence of written 
records) but commonly it is referred to as historic 
(after the invention of written records). 

Local and foreign scholars doing research to 
ascertain Mohenjo-daro’s age are applying modern 
methodologies to establish the actual size of the 
site. People from different disciplines are also 
focusing on digging out the truth about the ‘religion’ 
of the people who used to live here while others are 
actively engaged to know the near possible cause 
of the devastation of the ‘city’.

Located just 28 kilometres from Larkana, 
the ruins of the Indus civilisation still attract 
researchers to dig deep into the reasons which led 
to the wide-scale damage to the ancient site. Some 
are studying the items hidden in the ‘cores’ recently 
obtained through dry core drilling. In 2015, a dry 
core drilling conducted by Pakistan’s National 
Fund for Mohenjo-daro strengthened the idea that 
the site was larger than the unearthed area. 

Some archaeologists are striving to connect 
the missing links to decipher the language of the 
ancient people while a group of researchers focus 
on establishing the religion of the people of that 
time. Some label the site as pre-historic but some 
say the stupa is historic. The discussion is on. 

In 2020, a three-day conference titled ‘Indus Script 
Mohenjo-daro’ was held at the archaeological site 
from Jan 9 to 11 under the umbrella of the Sindh 
government’s Culture, Tourism and Antiquities 
department. Experts from all over the world 
participated in the event and presented their papers. 
It’s a good omen that the departments, authorities 
and sub-committees concerned are putting in their 
share and playing their role of a catalyst. Events 
like these keep the research process alive and lead 
to findings that are based on science. 

In his introductory note printed in a book 
released during the 2020 conference, renowned 
archaeologist Dr Kaleemullah Lashari writes: 
“Potentials of the Bronze Age site of Lakhanjo-daro 
are slowly coming to light. Various artefacts with 
inscriptions have been unearthed from this site.” 

After the 18th amendment to the Constitution, 
Mohenjo-daro came under the control of the Sindh 
government along with all other ancient sites in 
the province. Archaeological studies tell us about 
the presence of numerous sites and mounds spread 
throughout the province. Just a few kilometres 
from the Indus Highway, a big mound known as 
Jhukarjo-daro is located near Mithodero village. 
The site comes under the culture department but, 
unfortunately, it has yet to receive the attention it 
deserves. Its structures are routinely damaged by 
the locals and one can see cattle grazing around 
the site. In fact, a portion of the stupa vanished 
recently, reflecting the dismal state of affairs. 

Jhukarjo-daro — explored and excavated by 
renowned archaeologist N.G. Majumdar in 1928 — 

is located just about 10km away from Larkana and 
around 25km from the World Heritage monuments 
of Mohenjo-daro. Since no boundary wall has been 
constructed by the Culture, Tourism and Antiquities 
department, land grabbers have occupied parts of 
the precious land. 

Another archaeological site — locally called 
Natharjo-daro — came to the surface when the 
Frontier Works Organisation (FWO), while working 
on the Larkana-Shewan road, began lifting mud 
from a mound along the Indus Highway near 
Khairpur Juso village. 

The site is east of Khairpur Juso in Deh Nathar, 
some six kilometres away from Jhukarjo-daro and 
12km from Larkana city. It is spread over 12 acres 
and seems to be of the late Indus Valley Civilisation 
period. 

Artefacts such as necklaces, chess pawns and 
carnelians were initially recovered from the site, 
which needs further research. Sindh has many 
such mounds which need the special attention 
of the authorities concerned. In December 1995, 
the Department of Archaeology of Shah Abdul 
Latif University, Khairpur, carried out a survey 
of archaeological sites in Sindh and prepared a 
comprehensive report. 

Recently, a young researcher Sheikh Javed Ali 
Sindhi in his book about Shahdadkot refers to 
certain mounds of archaeological importance. They 
include Shahjo-daro, Gulab Shahjo-daro, Shapurjo-
daro, Anghajo-daro (discovered by K.N. Dikhshit 
in 1925 according to Mr Sindhi), Kurkjo-daro, 
Marijo-daro, Ghafoor Shahjo-daro, Bagho-daro and 
Meharjo-daro. He traces a brief history of the sites 
and calls for measures to protect them. 

Another important archaeological site in the 
province is Lakhanjo-daro, located just 100km 
away from Moenjo-Daro in the Sukkur industrial 
area and is considered the second largest city of 
the Indus Valley Civilisation. The site — spread 
over nearly 750 acres — is also believed to predate 
the ruins which have attracted attention recently. 

Against this backdrop, it’s a pity that development 
activity is pushing the site towards destruction. 
Besides, it has been reported that the district 
administration and the people illegally encroaching 
upon the site locked horns over its exploration. 

Lakhanjo-daro was discovered in 1985 by Prof 
Qasid Mallah and his team from Shah Abdul Latif 
University, Khairpur. It was further excavated in 
2006 by the archaeologists and students of the 
university. Prof Muhammad Mukhtiar Kazi of 
the University of Karachi also worked on the site 

during 1996 and 2000. According to American 
archaeologist Jonathan Mark Kenoyer, it was the 
second largest city of the Indus Valley Civilisation. 
The Italian Archaeological Mission in Sindh in 1997 
found a bronze figurine from the site. 

Former ambassador to the United Arab Emirates 
Abdul Razzak Soomro, who was also a member of 
the National Fund for Mohenjo-daro (NFM), writes 
in his book that the Shah of Iran visited Larkana in 
1973 as Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s guest. They held talks 
at Mohenjo-daro where a memorial was crafted on 
a copper sheet by renowned artist Ismail Gulgee. 
Mumtaz Ali Bhutto, the chief minister at the time, 
arranged the dinner on the occasion. This memorial 
still stands at the site opposite the motel. Besides, a 
brother of former Japanese emperor Hirohito also 
stayed at Al-Murtaza House as Bhutto’s guest and 
visited Mohenjo-daro. 

This ancient site of huge international importance 
has seen many ups and downs. Experts in different 
conferences and sittings have proposed more 
digging for further discoveries while others opposed 
the idea saying that once the structure was exposed 
to weather and people, it would be a Herculean task 
to save and keep them intact. Sources say only ten 
per cent of the site is exposed at present. 

Mohenjo-daro — rediscovered in the 1920s 
— had been under excavation until 1964, when 
the department confronted practical problems 
of conserving the excavated structures. The 
foundation stone of a museum was laid by the 
then federal education minister Habib-ur-Rehman 
on March 16, 1960. It needs both renovation and 
expansion urgently to put on display more objects 
discovered from the historical place. 

Issues like the leaning of walls due to direct 
sunlight and weather effects have been a major 
threat to the overall structure of the site. When local 
methods did not work, the government of Pakistan 
approached Unesco in 1963. Finally, the Authority 
for the Preservation of Mohenjo-daro (APM) was 
formed that worked from 1974 to 1997. According 
to sources, the master plan implemented under the 
APM was completed at the cost of $23.5 million, with 
$9.2m input by the international community. To save 
Mohenjo-daro from the potential damage caused 
by rising levels of underground water, 27 tube wells 
— instead of 56 — were installed and a circular 
drain was built. Now the tube wells and the circular 
drain have been abandoned. At one stage, experts 
argued that if all tube wells became operational 
simultaneously, it might wreak havoc on the site in 
the shape of an immediate drop in the water table. 

Similarly, a pumping station was installed at 
the site to drive away saline water into a nearby 
Dadu Canal. The station was inaugurated by the 
then director general of Unesco in the presence of 
renowned archaeologist Ahmad Hasan Dani.

In addition, spurs were built to counter the threat 
from the Indus river during floods. The pros and 
cons of the river training scheme were studied and 
approved. Of the seven spurs, five were erected 
opposite the site to ward off the threat, according 
to officials of the department of archaeology. 

On Jan 11, 1974, Unesco launched the 
International Safeguarding Campaign for Mohenjo-
daro which was completed on Sept 15, 1997. 
Subsequently, the APM was abolished on Sept 30, 
1997 and the funds of Rs75m were transferred to 
the federal culture and tourism ministry. Besides, 
to streamline the conservation and preservation 
work at the site, the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) formed the Mohenjo-daro 
Conservation Cell in 1992. 

Under this project, geotextiles — synthetic 
fabrics made to impact the function or stability of 
soil — was introduced and applied to the selected 
structures. Unfortunately, this did not work well, 
according to sources.

After the APM was wounded up in 1997, the 
NFM was formed in February 2000, which works 
under the guidance of renowned archaeologist Dr 
Kaleemullah Lashari.

CURRENT WORK 
A project titled the Conservation of Structural 

Remains at Mohenjo-Daro Ruins 2020-21 was carried 
out under the guidance of experts, said Naveed 
Sangah, the architect in charge of the site. The Sindh 
government had provided sufficient funds for the 
purpose, he said. The work was carried out at the 
designated DK-G area and in progress at the HR area 
which later would be shifted to the Muneer area.

Moreover, the removal of saline earth from inside 
the structures was done apart from mud capping on 
top of the walls with sundried bricks in two layers, 
underpinning, re-pointing with mud mortar, mud 
slurry and mud plastering. Pre-monsoon, winter 
preparation work has been initiated at the site in 
line with the plan prepared by Unesco experts, Mr 
Sangah said.

DEvELOPMENT WORK
The beautification of the main gate and Marshall 

Avenue was done along with constructing a wall.
Mural paintings were installed, the display room 

for Sir John Marshall’s car was built and measures 
were taken to protect the site from animal 
vandalism.

vISITORS’ FACILITIES
A huge solar system was installed to facilitate 

tourists and keep the Reverse Osmosis system 
operational. The museum building was upgraded 
and the reserve collection hall was reconstructed 
with documentation/cataloguing of antiquities 
dumped in the store since its excavations. The old 
Sir John Marshall House will be converted into a 
museum displaying things used by him.

DRY CORE DRILLING 
PPP chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 

inaugurated the dry core drilling process at 
Mohenjo-daro on April 12, 2014. Despite running 
into snags, it is almost completed, sources say. 
Dr Sarfraz Solangi, the then head of the geology 
department at the University of Sindh, headed the 
project. The officials at the site claimed that Mr 
Solangi had submitted his findings to the technical 
consultative committee while the carbon dating 
results done in the United States had also arrived. 
The archaeological, cultural and sedimentological 
results are with the high-ups and the department 
concerned was contemplating publishing the 
findings and recommendations during the 
centenary celebrations.

The dry core drilling was aimed to ascertain the 
actual area of the site, which was a longstanding 
demand of Unesco. g
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SafeguarDINg tHe INDuS Valley cIVIlISatION 
RedoUbled aNd ReNewed effoRTS IN CoNSeRvaTIoN aNd exploRaTIoN aRe ReqUIRed To pReSeRve THIS UNIqUely SINdHI 

HeRITage, wRITeS M.b. KalHoRo.

The archaeological remains of the once magnificent Mohenjo Daro, one of the earliest cities of the world.

Dancing Girl – The famous bronze sculpture discovered 
in Mohenjo Daro which dates to 2400-1750 BC.

A Hindu dancing girl in Sind. c. 1878. 

Wh
ite

 St
ar 

Ar
ch

ive
s

Se
afi

eld
 C

oll
ec

tio
n



DAWN FRIDAY ApRIl 22, 2022 VISION 2022 SINDH46

INF-KRY 1687/2022



VISION 2022 SINDH 47DAWN FRIDAY ApRIl 22, 2022

SIx StuNNINg fOrtS Of SINDH
MoHaMMad HUSSaIN KHaN TRaCeS THe HISToRy of THe SIx foRTS CURReNTly UNdeR ReNovaTIoN by SINdH’S CUlTURe, 

ToURISM aNd aNTIqUITIeS depaRTMeNT aNd THe eNdowMeNT fUNd TRUST. 

S
PENDING money to conserve heritage 
and archaeological sites is considered 
unnecessary in a society like ours. The 
Sindh province boasts a rich history 
of such sites, many of them standing 
as monuments to official neglect, 
bureaucratic lethargy and disinterest.

Sindh’s Culture, Tourism and Antiquities 
Department has a list of around 3,200 heritage 
properties or sites under its administrative umbrella 
ever since this subject was devolved to provinces 
after the 18th amendment to the Constitution. Before 
the devolution, the federal government was the sole 
custodian of these sites across Pakistan. However, the 
state of these heritage assets wasn’t much different at 
that time, too.

When it comes to Sindh’s rich heritage of historic 
buildings, forts are a vital component. While many big 
and small forts spread across the province, some have 
become its identity. Some of the most notable ones 
include Hyderabad’s Pucca Qila, Khairpur’s Kot Diji, 
Mirpurkhas’ Naukot Fort, Jamshoro’s Ranikot Fort 
and Umerkot Fort. 

The preservation of these sites is taken care of by 
two separate entities: Sindh’s Culture, Tourism and 

Antiquities Department and the Endowment Fund 
Trust (EFT) for Preservation of the Heritage of 
Sindh. The EFT, set up in 2010, carries out work with 
the permission of the culture department or private 
owners occupying such sites.

Although progress is slow, conservation work has 
been carried out at various sites for several years to 
restore historical structures that have defined Sindh 
under various dynasties. 

These heritage sites have faced decay for several 
decades as regular preservation was never a priority 
in the past. Conservation work to restore the glory 
of such historical sites is a delicate job. Besides, it 
requires a lot of money. However, the necessary funds 
are obviously not available given the need for financial 
allocations for social and development sectors. 

Furthermore, there is a serious lack of expertise 
and knowledge of preservation techniques. This is 
something not ideally available in Sindh and the 
departments concerned need to ponder over it to 
come up with required initiatives. 

One of the most recent examples is last year’s 
collapse of a part of the main entrance of the 18th 
century Pucca Qila in Hyderabad. The incident 
happened during the conservation work carried out 

by the culture department. Reconstruction work on 
the site has yet to begin, says a culture department 
official. 

However, the two entities mentioned above — the 
provincial culture department and the EFT — have 
also undertaken some projects to conserve Sindh’s 
forts. Some of them have been completed while others 
are under way. Currently, millions of rupees are being 
spent to preserve Umerkot, Sehwan, Kot Diji, Ranikot 
and Naukot forts.

KOT DIJI FORT 
Built on the ridge of a steep, narrow hill, this well-

preserved fort was constructed around 1790 when 
Sindh was under the Talpur rule. According to the 
culture department, the Kot Diji Fort was built 
by Mir Suhrab Khan Talpur, who established his 
headquarters in Kot Diji. As the fort was located 
near a town called Diji, it was thus named Kot-i-Diji 
(the fort at Diji) or Kot Diji. It was built on a hill in 
the west of Diji town. A pavilion built in cut stone 
commands eastern defences and was perhaps the 
seat of the Nawab during peace times. Semi-circular 
bastions were commanded with heavy guns, of which 
only a brass gun, known as Maryam, remains. It bears 

inscriptions in Portuguese and Persian. 
The culture department’s restoration and 

conservation work on the Kot Diji Fort is supposed 
to be completed by June 30, 2022 at the cost of Rs147 
million. Of this, payment of Rs136.22m has already 
been made. However, out of the remaining allocation 
of around Rs10.8m that is supposed to be made during 
the ongoing fiscal year, no funds have been released 
yet despite the passage of six months. 

HYDERABAD FORT (PUCCA QILA)
Hyderabad Fort was built by Mian Ghulam Shah 

Kalhoro around 1768 when he founded the historic 
city of Hyderabad. Commonly known as Pucca Qila, 
the fort is surrounded by encroachments and densely 
populated settlements in today’s downtown of the city. 

The culture department’s record shows that Talpur 
ruler Mir Fateh Ali Khan abandoned Khudabad 
in 1789 and constructed buildings within the fort 
to accommodate his family. Later, some mosques 
were also built inside the fort during Kalhoro and 
Talpur eras. The building within the fort dates 
back to Mir’s period. Most of the crowded area was 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 51

North West Face, Fort Hyderabad. (1846). From Sketches in Scinde, a series of lithographs by Charles Haghe based on the drawings by Lt. William Edwards.

A painting of Kot Diji Fort by Hasan Bozai.
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THe ReNovaTIoN of MUKHI HoUSe HaS paved THe way TowaRdS THe ReSToRaTIoN of HydeRabad’S foRMeR gloRy, 
wRITeS MoHaMMad HUSSaIN KHaN.

T
HE recent conservation of a century-old Mukhi House 
has undoubtedly made it a marvel of Hyderabad. 
Otherwise standing as a monument of official neglect 
until recently, it has now been converted into a Mukhi 
House Museum.  

The purpose of establishing a museum is to depict the 
historic Hyderabad as a city in the recent past when it 

was ruled by Talpurs. They were defeated by Charles Napier’s army in 
1843 in the Battle of Miani outside the city. 

The conservation has been done by noted archaeologist Dr Kaleem 
Lashari, a one-man army, to restore the city’s old glory. “I got power of 
attorney from the Mukhi family who relinquished future claims to the 
house, provided it is conserved and used as a museum,” Dr Lashari says. 
However, he says that more work is to be done. 

 “A pictorial exhibition is currently under way for visitors so that people 
could understand the previous rulers of Sindh, Kalhoros, who established 
Hyderabad and had an ‘urban sense’ for this city at that time,” he says. 

The Mukhi House was built by Mukhi Jethanand around 1923. The 
extended family of Jethanand and his brother Mukhi Gobindram used 
to live here. The family also had an old house around Shahi Bazaar in the 
area, namely Mukhi Ghitti.  

Mukhis were a wealthy and influential Sindhi Hindu family of 
Hyderabad. Mukhi Pritamdas had two sons: Mukhi Jethanand and 
Mukhi Gobindram. The latter served as a cabinet minister in the Sindh 
government headed by Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah.  

 “The house’s architecture reflects the Italian renaissance,” said Dr Suresh 
K. Bhavnani, one of the descendants of the Mukhi family (now living in 
the United States) in his documentary on Mukhi House. He made it to pay 
tribute to her mother, Dharam Mukhi, the oldest living occupant of the 
house. She was the daughter and third child of Mukhi Gobindram. According 

to Dr Suresh, she died at the age of 99 in the United States in 2017. 
 “It was just amazing as I had around 100 pictures of my mother in the 

very house,” said Dr Suresh of his reunion visit to Mukhi House on Jan 
29, 2013, while briefly speaking from the US by phone. His documentary 
is an apt description of Mukhis’ glorious past.  

Mukhi House is located in a narrow artery of Hyderabad known 
as Homestead Hall Road. It has 12 rooms with one courtyard each on 
the ground and first floors. Mukhis owned vast farmlands. Gobindram 
had been actively engaged in politics. Mukhis hosted Congress leader 
Jawaharlal Nehru and other British politicians and government 
functionaries. Mr Nehru’s photo with the Mukhi family is also on display.  

 “Touching scenes were witnessed in the reunion on Jan 29, 2013. Some 
family members literally wept,” says Mohammad Naeem, the curator 
of Mukhi House. “Conservation is still under way. Efforts are made to 
depict the lifestyle of Mukhis as best as possible. Kaleem Lashari has 
done plenty of work painstakingly,” says Mr Naeem. 

A cafe is established on the ground floor and a library is to be set up as 
well. “We have planned an audiovisual documentary room to exhibit the 
history of Mukhi House for visitors,” he says. 

Unfortunately, the rich heritage of the Mukhi House has fallen prey 
to vandalism in the last sixty years. Arsonists torched the unique and 
splendid façade during ethnic disturbances that plagued Hyderabad in 
the past. Its unique wooden furniture was used as firewood by members 
of law enforcement agencies while they stayed here. 

Thanks to the vision of Dr Lashari and with the government’s antiquity 
department’s backing, the grand Mukhi House now stands as a place 
worth visiting. The ambience of the house’s architecture is just relaxing.  

Teakwood was used on both floors’ furniture and windows and 
courtyards had black and white marble flooring. It has hallways and 
servant quarters as well. 

Dr Suresh’s documentary says the house’s façade was built by sandstone 
of India’s Jodhpur that gives an imposing look in this one of the most 
congested localities of the city. One can have a panoramic view from atop 
the building. Constructed at a cost of Rs200m at the time, the building 
has a front and back courtyard and an accessible terrace with a cupola 
that defines a distinctive skyline. 

Dr Kaleem Lashari recalls how he persuaded the then district nazim 
Kanwar Naveed Jamil to get a girls’ school — set up in the Mukhi House — 
shifted in 2009. “It was a big achievement for conservation. I told Naveed 
I hold power of attorney from 26 descendants of the Mukhi family. The 
family allowed me to restore the house’s old glory and establish a museum 
themed on Hyderabad city in the recent past,” Dr Lashari recalls.   

“Plenty of wood, ceramics, glass etching and mural paintings work was 
done in the building when it was built. Mukhi Jethanand had dreamt 
of a unique house. For conservation, we decided to train students of 
architecture in 26 different technologies through the Benazir Bhutto 
Shaheed Youth Development Programme and it paid off. Students 
came up with plenty of work to be done in the house for conservation, 
identifying different preservation-related needs,” he says. 

Mukhi Gobindram died in a road accident in 1957 and his wife survived. 
His family members finally migrated to the then Bombay through a ship 
from Karachi after they felt insecure amid rising communal tensions 
following the partition in 1947, according to Dr Suresh Bhavnani’s 
documentary.  

Every element of conservation, he says, was important. It involves 
sensitive decorative work because every room has marvellous painting 
patterns on borders. “We will be bringing more historical stuff to enrich 
the museum for visitors, enabling them to learn about Hyderabad under 
the Kalhoros’ and then Talpurs’ rule,” he says.  

The house has now been restored and Mukhis’ legacy will live on. g

a teStameNt tO HyDerabaD’S HIStOry

ABDUL RASHEED SOLANGI

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
legislative and ad.ministrative actions, including 
accords of legal equality and fulfilling the needs of 
workers through an institutional approach.

Then in May 2018, the Sindh Assembly passed the 
Sindh Home-Based Workers Act, 2018, which is the 
first-ever law in Pakistan that protects the rights 
of people working from home and also recognises 
their status.

Besides, there are Sindh Occupational Safety and 
Health Rules, 2019, which ensure protection, safety 
and professional rights of labour at the workplace. 
We have also formulated a 12-member committee in 
which nine people represent labour from different 
organisations, major CBAs and rights bodies.

Employers are also represented in the committee 
to regularly monitor the employer-employee 
relationship and coordination, which ultimately 
leads to labour rights protection.

As part of its pro-labour policies, the Sindh 
government approved a 20 per cent increase in 
salaries of government employees in June 2021, 
besides setting the minimum wage at Rs25,000 
in the province. However, the Supreme Court has 
recently suspended the decision of raising the 
minimum wage for workers to Rs25,000 per month.

Q: We have recently seen back-to-back attacks on 
journalists, mainly in rural Sindh. There were also 
reports about the government’s move to protect 
media persons and organisations. Can you share 
progress on these lines?

A. There were a few cases reported in different 
parts of the province. But let me tell you that the 
Sindh government actively persuaded the cases 
and made key arrests in all of them. There’s zero 
tolerance in the provincial administration when it 
comes to freedom of the press.

A key example of this policy is the Sindh 
Protection of Journalists and Other Media 
Practitioners Bill 2021. The landmark piece of 
legislation was unanimously passed by the Sindh 
Assembly in May last year. The Sindh government 
was determined to pass the journalists’ protection 
bill without any undue delay.

As we are talking about freedom of media, we 
need to be fair with sharing of information to prove 
this policy. The provincial government has also set 
up the Sindh Information Commission under the 
Sindh Transparency and Right to Information Act 
2016. This allows any applicant seeking information 
to exercise the right to acquire a record held by any 
provincial government department or organisation 
using public funds. The designated official will 
respond to the application within 15 working days.

This all has been done to maintain transparency, 
freedom of expression and a kind of attempt to 
create space for media freedom.

We have also brought several reforms to 
provincial government’s advertising. We identified 
several flaws over the years, blocked leakages and 
brought more transparency in the system. One 
example of these reforms is the cancellation of the 
declaration of 26 newspapers in 2021 alone. These 
were the papers that only had declarations to get 
government ads with no production and circulation. 
Right now, 97 newspapers have Sindh government’s 
declaration. g

WATER, WATER – NOWHERE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17
and we keep demanding that flows be made available 
Kotri downstream as per the recommendation of an 
international panel of experts,” he remarks.   

The Kotri barrage is also a dependable source 
of water supply for Sindh’s capital, Karachi, the 

minister says. An off-taking canal on Kotri barrage’s 
right side, the Kalri Baghar feeder, feeds the 
Keenjhar lake. Subsequently, the Karachi Water 
and Sewerage Board (KWSB) lifts water from the 
lake through the Keenjhar-Gujjo canal. Karachi 
currently gets 1,200 cusecs of water, which was 
increased from its allocated share of 520 cusecs. 

“The actual water need of the city is 2,400 cusecs. 
By lining the Kalri Baghar feeder, the barrage will 
save 500 cusecs which will be provided to the K-IV 
project in the first phase. In the second phase, 700 
cusecs of water will be saved further by lining two 
more canals of the barrage, Phulelli and Pinyari, 
and this water will be provided to K-IV to meet 
the 2,400 cusecs requirement,” he adds. The lining 
scheme is being proposed for inclusion in the 
federal government’s public sector development 
programme (PSDP) 2022-23. 

This scheme, he says, has been approved by the 
Sindh government’s planning and development 
department and it would now be sent to the federal 
government for approval. “While these flows for 
Karachi are to be arranged by overcoming water 
losses through the lining of Kalri Baghar, we 
actually need water allocation from the federal 
government for Karachi,” he says. He adds that the 
Keenjhar lake has become an unreliable source for 
Karachi as it is fed by the Indus river’s last barrage 
and amidst the climate change phenomenon, water 
flows have become totally unreliable.  

Later, the federal government would share 80pc 
cost of the project and Sindh government will 
share 20pc. Mr Shoro adds that considering the 
importance of Karachi, being the economic capital 
of Pakistan, the irrigation department tries its best 
to keep supplies of freshwater running to meet the 
drinking water needs of the metropolis through the 
Kalri Baghar feeder. He says that while water needs 
in the agriculture sector are often compromised as 
far as water availability is concerned, Karachi’s 
water needs are met.    

As far as drainage issues are concerned, the 
irrigation minister says the Sindh government is 
considering various projects because schemes like 
the Right Bank Outfall Drain (RBOD) and the Left 
Bank Outfall Drain (LBOD) proved disastrous for 
Sindh for one reason or the other. The minister says 
that LBOD has not been able to function properly for 
technical reasons and in 2020 two major breaches 
in it affected lands in districts like Mirpurkhas 
and Badin. He says experts have already submitted 
their findings on the LBOD after detailed studies. 
The irrigation department also wants to address 
this problem once and for all. “But this needs a 
major investment, which the Sindh government is 
not able to fund single-handedly,” he says. He adds 
that a scheme of Rs7bn for repair works of LBOD 
has become part of the annual development plan in 
the 2021-22 fiscal year. 

Likewise, a series of RBOD-I, II and III can’t be 
operated unless RBOD-II is completed to carry 
water to the Gharo creek in the Arabian Sea. He 
adds that once RBOD-II is completed, it would 
bypass the Manchar lake. The Indus Link drain 
has been built near the Manchar lake in Sehwan 
taluka of Jamshoro district. This drain would 
connect RBOD-I with RBOD-II, which would then 
eventually end up in the Arabian Sea.    

“We have also given due importance to rainwater 
harvesting measures by building several dams, 
including delay action and recharge dams in 
Nagarparkar and other arid regions of Sindh in 
order to provide water flows to the community for 
drinking as well as agriculture purposes,” Mr Shoro 
says. He adds that the PPP’s federal government 
launched the Darawat dam project in the rain-fed 
area of Kohistan of Jamshoro district. The project 
has been completed and this dam stores rainwater 
flows. Likewise, the Sindh government has pitched 
in its share in the Nai Gaj dam — being built by 
Wapda in Dadu district — but it is still incomplete 
for some reasons. g

The recently renovated Mukhi House Museum in Hyderabad.
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An arched alleyway at Umerkot Fort. 

An aerial view of Naukot Fort.

cleared by Britishers in 1857 and they used it for 
the accommodation of troops, military stores and 
arsenal. The crest of fortification walls is decorated 
with ornamental Kanguras, or merlons, of a curious 
shape. A memorial to a native soldier — said to be 
Hosh Muhammad Sheedi — who bravely faced the 
British attack on Fort in 1843 exists in one corner of 
the fort. Mir’s harem and a few odd walls in buildings 
known as the record office are other remnants of 
Mir’s period. As apparent from its name, the harem is 
a part of women’s quarters. It is profusely decorated 
with paintings.

Restoration work on the fort has been in progress for 
a decade now. The scheme is scheduled to be completed 
by June 30, 2023 at a revised cost of Rs408.7m — a little 
lower than the approved cost of Rs412.8m. 

RANIKOT FORT
Ranikot, considered the Great Wall of Sindh, is 

surrounded by barren landscape and rocky mountains 
and is located about 30km southwest of Sann village 
in Jamshoro district. Ranikot, with a circumference of 
about 32km, is the largest fort in the world. Its miles-
long walls encircle hillocks that appear to have never 
been inhabited by regular population. This wall and 
barren hills inside make the Ranikot Fort.

From the scant record available, it appeared that 
this fort was built in the first quarter of the 19th 
century by Mirs, obviously to resist the pressure of 
British forces over Sindh. It was meant to serve as a 
stronghold and a place of refuge for Mirs in case they 
failed to control the British march, according to the 
culture department record.

However, in an irony of fate, the British took over 
Sindh even before the completion of the fort. It was 
planned and constructed in the early 19th century 
under the supervision of Nawab Wali Mohammad 
Khan Leghari, the prime minister of Sindh during the 
Talpur dynasty (1783-1843). 

It was named after the Nai Rani stream that served 
as the main source of supplying water to the area. Nai 
means a torrent or stream. This stream flows through 
the centre of the fort, whose fortification walls run 
on three sides of the area while hillocks serve as a 
rampart on the northern side.

The EFT says it accepted the challenge of restoring 
Ranikot in 2014. Before its intervention, the fort’s 
condition was in bad shape, with nearly 60pc of its 
walls collapsing at various places. Due to its seclusion, 
the Ranikot Fort fell into ruin and many of its walls 
collapsed due to rain and slope failure. Although 
restoration work is in its final stages, it’s far from over.

The Trust plans to start work on the Mohen Gate 
of the fort along with other parts in future after 
restoring a 5km-long southern wall, 70pc of which 
had collapsed. “We will complete work at Ranikot 
around the April-May period,” EFT’s Hamid Akhund 
says. “However, besides a plan and policy, we also 
need trained staff and experts for such delicate 
conservation work throughout Sindh.” 

“In the developed world, conservation is done in a 
scientific manner,” he says and laments that we keep 
following age-old practices.

NAUKOT FORT 
Another important archaeological site is that of 

Naukot Fort in the lower Sindh region. It’s located 
around one and a half miles from Naukot town in 
Mirpurkhas district, which had served as the seat 
of ruling during the Talpur dynasty. The fort, about 
63km southeast of Mirpurkhas town, was constructed 
by Mir Karam Ali Khan Talpur in 1814 after Talpurs 
defeated Kalhoros in 1783 in the Battle of Halani. 

It is roughly square in plan, measuring 640 by 600 
feet. The fortification wall, which gives a tapered 
look, was built of baked bricks laid in mud mortar. 
On the southeast corner is an arched gateway flanked 
by semi-circular bastions hiding the main entrance. 
Talpurs used it as a stronghold-cum-residence. The 
fort’s inside structure — probably used as a residence 
— has somewhat collapsed. A few of these spaces 
were also probably used to keep prisoners.

Mr Akhund says the fort suffered major damages 
during the 2011 torrential rains, causing two to six 
feet deep depressions. The fort was already nearly 
ruined with defence architectural features vanished. 
“We completed preservation of the Naukot Fort as 
per best practices. Visitors now feel comfortable and 
enjoy its restored form and grandeur,” he says. 

After having completed restoration activities at 
the site in October last year, the EFT handed over 
the fort to the Culture, Tourism and Antiquities 
Department in November for proper maintenance in 
a manner that “preserves its significance, retaining 
structural integrity and appearance of fortification”, 
Mr Akhund adds. 

He says the EFT will continue to conduct regular 
condition audits of the fort after every four to 
five years to ensure defects are discovered before 
irreversible damage occurs.

UMERKOT FORT 
Umerkot Fort — named after King Umer of the 

Soomro dynasty (1050-1350) — was occupied in 
the first half of the 13th century by a Rajput ruler 
named Perma Sodha, whose successors held it 
for centuries, according to a culture department 
document. Rana Parshad, one of the rulers of that 
dynasty, played host to Mughal emperor Humayun 
and his contingent on  his way to Persia. Kalhoros 
took possession of Umerkot but one of the rulers of 
this dynasty sold it to Raja of Jodhpur. During their 
era, Talpurs retrieved it in 1813 and it remained 
under their administrative authority until the 
British conquered Sindh.

The ancient fort of Umerkot is roughly rectangular 
in plan measuring 946 by 785 feet in all. The walls 
— both on its interior and exterior — give a tapered 
look, well supported on all four corners with semi-
circular bastions. On the eastern side, there is an 
arched gateway flanked by semi-circular bastions. 
Originally, the fortification walls of the fort were 
lined with burnt brick tiles laid in mud mortar and 
its core was filled with mud. The fortification wall 
was originally 17 feet wide and raised to a maximum 
height of 45 feet.

“Most of the restoration work being carried out 
at forts were initiated in 2017 onwards,” says Sindh 
Culture Minister Sardar Shah. “But let me tell you 
one thing. Conservation work at these sites can’t be 
handled through conventional annual development 
plan (ADP) schemes,” he says and adds that he 
has proposed to the Sindh government to create a 
Rs1bn endowment fund for heritage and then this 
component may be excluded from ADP schemes of 
the culture department.

“We can’t cater to the needs of heritage 
conservation out of Rs1.5bn allocations for culture, 
archives, tourism and antiquities,” he says. He 
observes that the government has reflected the 
allocation of funds in the budget but due to the 
emergence of Covid-19, those funds were diverted to 
the pandemic emergency. 

“In the next fiscal year, I will again try to 
get Rs250m for the endowment fund and then 
gradually take it to Rs1bn. Of this amount, revenue 
out of its interest money can be used for heritage 
conservation and then we can gradually increase 

this fund as well to have a bigger fund portfolio,” 
he says.

SEHWAN FORT 
According to the EFT, the Sehwan Fort is a multi-

period archaeological site dating to a period ranging 
between the 4th century (BC) and 18th century (AD). 
Shaped like a mound, it has a circumference of 1.27 
kilometres and a height of approximately 15 metres.

Sehwan Fort has a varied history. According to 
several accounts, it was constructed by Alexander the 
Great, which is why it is sometimes called Sikander’s 
Fort. According to a legend, it is referred to as “Kafir 
Qila” – and this name dictates that it was built during 
the reign of a Hindu king. Yet another name that the 
fort has acquired is “Ulta Qila” (Upside Down Fort) 
which has been attributed to a legend that states that 
the king in question was cruel and ordered the death 
of Bodla Bahar, a disciple of Lal Shahbaz Qalandar, a 
Sufi saint whose shrine is located in Sehwan; to exact 
his revenge, Lal Shahbaz Qalandar turned the fort 
upside down.

Unfortunately, the fort is dilapidated and has lost 
its architectural features, which once included grand 
bastions and gates. The EFT began its conservation 
efforts there in September 2021 which began with 
the restoration of portions that are now missing, 
including its red-brick main entrance and adjoining 
fortifications and bastions; these efforts are based 
on a 1838 painting in addition to a panoramic view 
of the main entrance perceived by the French 
Archaeological Mission in their 2001 Report on 
excavations in Sehwan. g

SIx STUNNING FORTS OF SINDH

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 47
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E
DUCATION in Sindh is confronted 
by many challenges, especially 
during the recent past. It is 
important to note that the sector 
has received inputs from the federal 
and provincial governments, 
international financial institutions, 

UN agencies, NGOs, CBOs and other cross sections 
of the society. The resulting picture is anything 
but satisfactory. After the 18th Constitutional 
Amendment, almost all sub-sectors of education are 
managed by the Government of Sindh. Unabated 
criticism has been voiced on the cumulative status 
of the sector. A study titled ‘The Political Economy 
of Education is Sindh in 2020’ was published by 
Hari Welfare Association. The report comments that 
the state of education in Sindh is in an extremely 
disappointing situation. About 6.4 million children 
of school going age are out of school. Fifty three per 
cent of this number comprises girls. One reason for 
this sorry state of affairs is the lack of consultation 
while preparing important planning document and 
consequent implementation. For instance, Sindh 
Education Sector Plan 2014-21 was prepared without 
properly obtaining the views of those directly 
connected and affected by the intervention. A figure 
quoted in the report informs that 24 per cent of the 
schools have 68 per cent of enrolment while 32 per 
cent enrolment is accounted for 76 per cent of the 
schools. At the onset, it translates into the fact that 
about one quarter of the total schools is extremely 
oversubscribed. The teachers, staff, physical facilities 
and technology are all perhaps used in a very intensive 
manner. On the other hand, bulk of the schools 
either has low or no enrolment. Idle or sparingly 
used premises, ghost teachers and inappropriately 
developed school buildings all became the point of 
reproach in this reference. Tally of schools is another 
point of concern. In 2007-08, there were 49,211 state 
run schools which decreased to 42,383 in 2016-17. 
From 2017 to 2020, the number of schools has not 
significantly changed, though the enrolment has 
increased. It was observed that 39,167 schools were 
functional while 3,216 schools were dysfunctional. 
Most public schools launched essential facilities.    

School education in Sindh had been mired with 
many controversies. For instance, many educational 
experts and administrators are of the view that fake 
appointments of teachers during the past several 
years caused enormous damage to the sector. Even 
members of the ruling party have admitted this 
malpractice. Billions of rupees were alleged to 
have changed hands during the tenure of previous 
education ministers some years ago. It should not 
come as a surprise that Sindh descended to a very low 
rank when compared with other provinces. According 
to a study done by Alif Ailaan in 2017, Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir topped in educational performance. 
The order stood as AJK, Islamabad Capital Territory, 
Punjab, Gilgit-Baltistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Balochistan, Sindh and FATA (now merged with KP). 
Not a single district from Sindh was able to feature 
in the 10 best performing districts in respect to 
education on a nationwide basis. It is mind boggling 
that while the government claims to have  spent over 
Rs. 240 billion on education, very little evidences of 
real progress could be traced.

Conversations with ordinary folks in Sindh show 
mixed tendencies and aspirations towards literacy 
and education. Many were not able to equate the 
real benefit of formal education. It may be noted that 
literacy and basic education can only be promoted 
amongst the masses when its need is felt by the 
concerned target groups. Common folks in the rural 
locations in Sindh, who possess ample basic wisdom, 
always weigh the anticipated benefits of acquiring 
education across the cost incurred in it. Communities 
that confront abject poverty have very primordial 
matters to deal. For example, a semi skilled peasant 
in an agricultural setup has to find out more and more 
options for acquiring the means of subsistence. He 

would only be attracted to education if it helps in his 
daily work and contributing to his means. Working 
conditions and timings for a sizable number of labour 
force are extremely tough. With the rising cost of living 
and increasing competition in basic trades, children 
of the low income groups are compelled to join the 
labour force without any recourse to educational 
attainment. Only families where basic means of living 
are available can afford to send children to schools. 
However the comparison between conventional 
school and a trade related apprenticeship keeps 
coming back to many families. 

Female literacy and education is another elusive 
issue. At some places of the province, it is viewed 
as a dangerous proposition. An educated woman is 
perceived to challenge the prevailing status quo of 
family/clan traditions, honour and ancestral values. 
They may also question the causes of discrimination 
in the society. Thus the feudal or semi-tribal setups 

keep the ordinary women away from demanding their 
rights, including the right to education. Any attempt 
to ordinarily educate women is forcefully stopped. 
Educational attainment can only rise when attempts 
for an attitudinal change are made in different 
cross sections of the provincial context. Mere 
building structures with brick and mortar can hardly 
promote literacy or education in any form. Private 
and philanthropic ventures such as schools by The 
Citizens Foundation offer a worth emulating model. 
TCF greatly promotes lady teachers in different 
settings and causes a healthy promotion of young girls 
acquiring adequate attainment to become teaching 
professional. This also raises the family income and 
raises the social worth of educated young women. 

Sindh also possesses its fair share in educational 
innovations during different time zones. Many creative 
educationists evolved non-conventional approaches 
to basic education and literacy. In Lyari, the street 

schools were run by community based organisations. 
This concept reduced the cost of educational input to 
a bare minimum. Home schools under the technical 
assistance of Orangi Pilot Project (OPP) proved to 
be fairly useful. In this approach, the OPP supported 
those young and aspiring educationists that had 
already begun a school and required assistance for 
sustaining their initiative. The support included 
modest financial assistance to repair/expand existing 
premises, procurement of essential supplies and 
acquisition of training for young teachers. As these 
educationist/entrepreneurs were encouraged to 
charge a modest fee from students, most of these 
initiatives became sustainable. Street schools are also 
a self-driven phenomenon by many motivated young 
people. Worthwhile initiatives by Sindh Educational 
Foundation as well as NGOs in different locations in 
Sindh showed positive results. Several abandoned 
school premises were obtained and revitalised for 
usage as functioning schools with the assistance of 
government and local communities. Reports inform 
that Sindh Graduate Association (SGA) helped 
established a chain namely Roshan Tara Schools in 
Karachi, Hyderabad, Badin, Hala, Khipro, Sehwan, 
Dadu, Ghotki, Panno Aqil, Mehar, Mehrabpur and 
Kandiaro. The pilot attempt was steered by SGA in 
collaboration with many local communities. The 
schools are co-education with young female graduates 
being in majority of the teaching staff. Given the 
socio-cultural background of Sindh, this was no mean 
achievement. Cadet schools and colleges are also 
picking up in various locations in the province.

Holding credible examinations is an affair tainted 
with depravity in Sindh. This is a deep-rooted ailment, 
in almost all the examination boards. The penetration 
of elements belonging to scattered pressure groups 
and their affiliates in the educational sector is 
an undeniable reality. This trend has germinated 
during the 1970s and after. The rise of populist 
politics and several vested interest groups under its 
influence; mushrooming growth of private schools 
with little follow up of the basic school management 
guidelines; landslide fall in the status, efficiency and 
performance of government schools; widespread de-
motivation amongst school teachers apparently due 
to very low emoluments and benefits, low status in the 
society and insecurity of job tenures (for contractual 
or private appointments) were few of the reasons. In 
the same respect, merit in the induction of teachers 
could not be ensured in most of the government run 
and some private schools. The person of the teacher, 
who is the most important building block in the 
system of education, became either the unwilling 
worker or incompetent being. In many cases, the 
moral and ethical values were greatly tarnished due 
to the inappropriate conduct of several members of 
teaching fraternity. The performance of the public 
examination boards were directly affected by this 
vital handicap because teaching fraternity had a 
very significant role in the routine work of the board. 
Course delivery, revision of curricula, invigilation 
duties, paper setting and checking, tabulation and 
computation of results were all assignments where 
the teachers had a direct role to play. When the rot 
started showing its ingress in this crucial cadre, its 
disastrous effects eclipsed the overall performance of 
primary and secondary level of education. The system 
of conduct of examination was the worst hit in this 
backdrop, and continues in the present times.

Policymakers must review the performance of 
workable pilot attempts many of which have well passed 
the experimental stages. By merely repeating the tried, 
tested and obsolete options, the government will only 
increase the number of failed projects to its credit. 
Up-scaling the successful projects and approaches to 
spread education is the only option open to us. Without 
a sound educational infrastructure, any kind of broad 
based socio-economic progress is a far reality! g

The writer is an academic and researcher 
based in Karachi.  

aDOptINg New ScHOOlS Of tHOugHt 
SINdH MUST abaNdoN obSoleTe appRoaCHeS To edUCaTIoN aNd adopT polICIeS THaT MIRRoR SUCCeSSfUl pIloT pRojeCT 

INITIaTIveS, aRgUeS dR NoMaN aHMed. 
eDucatION

T
WO entities in Sindh are entrusted 
the task of managing higher educa-
tion - the Sindh Higher Education 
Commission (SHEC) and the De-
partment of Universities and Boards, 
Government of Sindh. Administra-
tive powers, budget controls and 

related functions oscillate between the two entities 
according to the political equation prevailing at the 
time. This adds to the complexity of transition that 
began by creating the Higher Education Commission 
of Pakistan (HEC) about two decades ago by the fed-
eral government. It replaced the erstwhile University 
Grants Commission and added a new life to the oth-
erwise dull higher education sub-sector.  However, 
with the passage of 18th Constitutional Amendment, 
provinces acquired almost a complete management 
role despite the fact that HEC continues to fund the 
recurring and development expenses of public sector 
universities as per laid down procedures. It is ironic 
that provinces, including Sindh, talk about greater 
control on higher and professional education but do 
not initiate the process to obtain the funding respon-
sibility from the centre. Some educationists, however, 
believe that federal HEC should remain with all its 
functions and controls in the interest of retaining 
standards and performance. Many arguments are 
cited to retain the HEC for all the contributions it 
has made in the domain of higher education. Qual-
ity control mechanisms, uniformity of core values in 
curriculum, ongoing projects, prospective grants and 
funding from international bodies, support to faculty 
in the research, development and extension activities, 
sustenance of progressive initiatives such as foreign 
faculty hiring programmes, collaborations and travel 
grants and many other outstanding works done by the 
commission are some of the reasons outlined to retain 
the commission in its pristine form. In contrast, the 
enhancement of provincial autonomy in accordance 
with spirit of the constitution is probably the only pre-
ponderating narrative that is pitted to outweigh the 
HEC supporters. 

Sindh has over 60 universities and degree awarding 
institutions in public and private sector. During the 
past two decades, sizable additions have been made to 
the number of universities and creation of additional 
campuses in different locations. However, the general 
interest of the students is to seek admission in well-es-
tablished institutions which display a higher rate of 
applicants every year. Some premier institutions of 
higher learning have made further advancements in 
their stride towards excellence. For instance, Institute 
of Business Administration (IBA), which was tradi-
tionally perceived as a foremost business school, has 
become well-grounded in various other disciplines in 
social sciences, computer sciences, economics and fi-
nance, accounting and mathematical sciences. Sukkur 
IBA University can be truly regarded as an indigenous 
success story of the region. Under the stewardship of its 
founder, late Nisar Ahmed Siddiqui, the institute has 
become more than a campus bound unit of learning. 
It has attempted to expand its footprint in the larger 
region in different tiers of education to cause a quali-
tative change. After the demise of its founder, there is 
a huge challenge for his successors to take the stride 
of excellence to new levels. NED University in Karachi 
has celebrated its 100 years of excellence in 2021. Be-
ing one of the oldest institutions in the region, the uni-
versity has expanded into sciences, social sciences and 
humanities during the past decade. After Karachi, NED 
has embarked to expand its footprint into Tharparkar 
by opening a constituent college for imparting qual-
ity education in computer science and engineering. 
Medical education also saw substantial consolidation 
and expansion. Dow Medical College became a univer-
sity many years ago and added many new disciplines 
to provide choices to admission seekers. Many other 
medical colleges were upgraded and became univer-
sities through the same process. The generous inflows 
of funds from federal HEC during General Musharraf’s 
era had a role to play in this state of affairs.

Despite these developments, several core chal-
lenges remain to be addressed in the higher educa-
tion sector in Sindh. Autonomy of the universities 

has been greatly curtailed after the administrative 
changeovers. Before 18th Amendment, the vice-chan-
cellor (VC) was appointed by the Governor of Sindh 
while the later had no direct role in the day to day 
matters of running the university. The VC would 
manage the affairs through the statutory bodies and 
was also accountable to them. In the present times, 
a VC has too many bosses to please! He is appoint-
ed by the chief minister on the recommendation of a 
search committee. He passes through a process of job 
interview and follow ups. Once can look at the com-
parative observations of the university leaders today 
and few decades ago. The present leadership stock is 
compliant and subservient in order to retain their sta-
tus. Most universities are cash strapped primarily due 
to inadequate capacities in financial management 

and inability to withstand political pressures of sorts. 
Also, nature of student body seeking admission in an 
institution generally defines the quality of education. 
Such universities where high achievers land for ad-
mission, show a better level of performance. The cul-
ture of research is slowly picking up but largely con-
fined to career path enhancement. Faculty members 
publish to seek financial rewards and higher posts, 
not for becoming knowledge are leaders! The domain 
of linking industrial and business enterprises with 
academia is also under-explored. Enormous room re-
mains for making the student body learn and contrib-
ute to the challenges of everyday life. g

The writer is an academic and researcher 
based in Karachi

aImINg HIgHer
dR NoMaN aHMed dISCUSSeS THe MeaSUReS ReqUIRed To bRINg HIgHeR edUCaTIoN STaNdaRdS Up To paR IN SINdH.

Class is in session at one of the schools run by The Citizens Foundation (TCF).

Students of a TCF School at Umer Mangal Goth in Mangopir, Karachi.

Students at Karachi University attend a lecture.
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IS lOgIStIcS gOINg greeN?
THe ReCeNTly INTRodUCed gReeN lINe bUSeS wIll NoT eNd KaRaCHI’S faIlURe To pRovIde a vIable pUblIC TRaNSpoRT SySTeM, 

wRITeS dR. aSHaR aHMed.

I
T is a busy Monday morning in Karachi. Standing by the 
road, beneath a flyover along a major artery, there are a 
bunch of commuters waiting for a ride. Some wear a uni-
form, some office attire, some a common suite and a few are 
donned in black gowns. Many are looking at their watches 
in anticipation as every passing minute adds to the delay 
which they will incur for their trip to their destination. Af-

ter a while, a minibus comes to a standstill in front of them but it is 
already full of passengers. One of the anxiously waiting travellers tries 
to make his way to the roof of the bus while another squeezes him-
self amongst those already hanging on the rear gate. The bus moves 
on while the rest of the standees kept watching. Next comes a qingqi 
(pronounced Chingchi) with a few seats unoccupied. Two of the waiting 
students immediately hop on. Meanwhile, a corporate employee, who 
seemed to have had waited long enough, signals an auto rickshaw to 
stop, agrees on the sum demanded by the driver and leaves. After some 
time, another bus stops, and luckily, this one has a few seats available 
in the women’s compartment. Most of the ladies standing in the crowd 
move towards the bus and climb aboard. One lot of commuters disap-
pears and then another takes its place, but the crowd remains. This is 
the everyday story of commuters in urban Sindh.

With the built environment more conducive for private vehicles 
rather than public transport, over the past decade there have been 
significant changes in the mobility patterns of people residing in 
urban areas of Sindh. There has been a modal shift towards two- and 
three-wheelers and low-capacity four wheelers. According to a news 
report, the sales of motorcycles and three-wheelers have increase 
by 38.97 per cent only in 2021. Meanwhile, the introduction of car 
financing schemes and low-cost motorcycles have also contributed 
to this phenomenon. The demand for travel already existed. Now, the 
gap is being filled by three modes of transport in two sectors – ride-
sharing service providers and three-wheelers in the public sector and 
motorcycles in the private sector. A study conducted in Hyderabad 
found that half of the commuters used motorcycles to go to work, 
shopping and recreation while public transport was only used for 
travelling to colleges or universities. 

Meanwhile, a 2019 report by the Asian Development Bank revealed 
that 54pc commuters in Karachi travelled by private modes of transport, 
out of which about two-thirds were two-wheelers while the rest were 
cars. With more than half of the people relying on private transportation 
in Karachi, the city that accounts for at least one-third of the province’s 
urban population, clearly reveals that the existing public transport 
is neither enough nor efficient to meet the demands of the people.  
The same report by ADB also states that 34pc of the total passengers in 
Karachi are transported by buses and minibuses. 

Between 2010-2011, the total number of minibuses in Karachi were 
around 22,000, according to the State Bank’s 2018-2019 annual report 
on the country’s economy. However, this number fell by 82pc to a 
mere 4,000, according to an ADB survey done in 2019. The buses that 
continue to operate on various routes have reduced while the vehicles 
have gotten even more decrepit and unsafe than before. Moreover, the 
elderly and the physically-challenged cannot even think of using these 
buses, while women feel unsafe travelling by them due to the fear of 
harassment. In this situation, 12pc of the commuters, according to the 
ADB report, were those who preferred to travel via paratransit modes, 
such as a rickshaw, for their daily commute. This section of commuters 
comprises mostly of women and the elderly, who find rickshaws to 
be safer but pricier than minibuses. With the maintenance of public 
transport vehicles being non-existent and their operations in the 
public transport sector not formally regulated, there remain a myriad 
of issues regarding the safety and accountability (in case of accidents) 
which remain unaddressed. 

The tendency to drive or move in the wrong direction on major 
thoroughfares further aggravates the already unsafe conditions of our 
roads, leading to a large number of accidents of vehicles of all sizes, 

as well as pedestrians who often don’t think of looking at the opposite 
side for incoming traffic. U-turns located too far away, is a common 
excuse given by driver who indulge in this dangerous practice. 

Meanwhile, open manholes and drain ditches create another traffic 
hazard. They are specifically dangerous for motorcyclists because these 
two-wheelers tend to be more vulnerable to serious or fatal injuries in 
case of falling. According to the ADB, motorcycles comprise up to 53pc of 
the road traffic, hence, any hazard to this mode of transport is equivalent 
to jeopardising the safety of half of the vehicles on the roads of this 
city. On the one hand, open manholes pose a threat while on the other, 
manholes with protruding lids are equally dangerous. They cause are not 
usually visible from a distance and cause a sudden bump to the vehicles 
that have no option to manoeuvre around, as they are usually crowded 
with other vehicles on the sides, but to travel over it. These semi-spherical 
covers also disrupt the balance of the two-wheelers, leading to accidents. 

Mobility is a basic necessity and a key indicator of sustainability. The 
United Nations has outlined 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
and sustainable cities and communities is one of them (SDG 11). Target 
11.2 under SDG 11 emphasises on the provision of safe, affordable, 
accessible and sustainable transport systems for all; improving road 
safety, notably by expanding public transport, with special attention to 
the needs of those in vulnerable situations: women, children, persons 
with disabilities and older persons. To accomplish the UN agenda under 
vision 2030, SDGs Support Unit Sindh was established in 2017, within 
the Planning and Development Board by the Sindh government. Its 
aim is to provide safe, affordable and inclusive urban mobility for all. 
The SDGs Support Unit Sindh has outlined three ways that ensure that 
the above targets are met. They are: better mapping and reporting; a 
paradigm shift in urban planning such as to increase accessibility and 

reduce the need for transportation; and effective governance.
The Global Liveability Report 2021 ranks Karachi as one of the world’s 

ten least liveable cities. One of the main reasons for this is the abhorrent 
traffic situation that causes noise and air pollution, loss of life, time and 
productivity on the road, and a safety hazard for daily commuters. 

It is shameful that a city of 25 million does not have a functioning 
public transport system. According to the SDGs Support Unit Sindh, 
the lack of an efficient mass transit system results in at least 45 
commuters competing for a single bus seat every day. With the much-
awaited commencement of the Green Line Bus Rapid Transit, however, 
there is some relief for the people. However, since the route of the 
Green Line project is not one that carries a large number of people 
to the city centre where most workplaces are located, its success in 
mitigating the problem is questionable. 

It is intended that once fully operational, the Green Line would be 
able to cater to 135,000 passengers per day. However, this number is 
still like a drop in the ocean in the troubles of commuting via public 
transport in Karachi, especially when compared with the total number 
of passenger-trips generated in the city per day. To make the Bus Rapid 
Transit system effective, there is a need for a strong and efficient 
feeder system that could transport passengers from their residences to 
the designated bus stops. 

A well-regulated, properly maintained and institutionalised public 
transport system is key to the smooth and crisis-free functioning of 
any mega city, especially one that drives economic growth for the rest 
of the country. One hopes that the authorities truly understand the 
problems before coming up with grand schemes which seem to be of 
little benefit to the thousands of people who waste time, energy and 
health waiting for transport to get on with their business of life. g

traNSpOrt

A crane unloads the first green bus at the Karachi Port in September 2021.

A Boatman on the Indus c. 1860 Engraving by W.J. Palmer
Originally published in the Illustrated London News, 1878.
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sunflower crop. The total outlay of the oilseed crop component 
of the emergency programme is  Rs10.963bn. “In Punjab, 
Rs333m has been spent so far out of the total,” he says, adding 
that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is also availing benefits of the 
programme. Sindh, which has a major share in the project if it 
joins the programme, “has not pitched in its 60pc share to avail 
Rs5,000 per-acre subsidy for farmers for sunflower cultivation for 
which climate in the province is suitable,” the official remarks. 
“Sindh’s reluctance is perhaps due to the existing friction 
between the two governments and it is the third consecutive 
year the province has not become part of the programme.”

A five-year World Bank-funded $310m Sindh Water and Agriculture 
Transformation (SWAT) Project is also likely to commence from January 
and is scheduled to be completed in 2026. This encompassing project will 
focus on a number of legal, policy and institutional reforms in both sectors 
and will be executed by Sindh’s irrigation and agriculture departments.

The province has this year completed the World Bank’s Rs8bn Sindh 
Agriculture Growth Project (SAGP), whereas another important 
World Bank-funded Sindh Irrigated Agriculture Productivity 
Enhancement Project (SIAPEP) worth $187m is to be completed in 
December this year.

SAGP covered rice, onion, dates and chillies sectors besides livestock 
while SIAPEP is focusing on the lining of fresh watercourses, provision of 
laser land levellers and promotion of a high-efficiency drip irrigation system.

One can sincerely hope both projects proved beneficial for the 
agriculture sector of Sindh to help achieve improved per-acre 
productivity to ensure food security. Last but not least, the Sindh 
agriculture department will have to pull its socks up if achieving 
farm productivity really matters. g Women till fields in rural Sindh.

MANAGING SINDH’S CROP PRODUCTIvITY
  

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

A train arrives at Cantonment Railway Station c. 1900.
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T
HE big pieces of fried fish served to 
us seemed like the only thing on the 
menu since it was the only thing on 
the table, besides salad of course. 
We were at a nice little restaurant 
in Shikarpur where I happened to 
be invited by our gracious host Ha-

mid Akhund Sahib along with a group of very hungry 
architectural students of the NED University. 

The fish, though delicious, had too many bones. It 
was explained that this was because it was a fresh 
water fish. But the bones couldn’t spoil our huge 
appetites and soon we were quite full, while our 
plates were full of piles of fish bone. We thought it was 
time to leave when we were informed that the fish was 
only the appetizer. The main course was yet to come. 
Though the rest of the menu was mostly barbecued 
stuff, followed by the famous Shikarpur kulfi, it was 
the flavour of that Sindhi river fish that still lingers. 

Another very popular Sindhi delicacy is the beh 
or bhey, which I had for the first time at artiste K.B. 
Abro’s place. At first I thought we were having some 
form of cooked horseradish, but how to explain the 
holes in the vegetable? That’s when our hostess and 
the cook writer Attiya Dawood explained that it 
was lotus root. She also pointed out that there were 
several ways of cooking lotus root, including with 
other vegetables such as potato and with lentils, in 
particular chana daal. 

One more Sindhi dish which I have had before and 
which has also remained in my memory was what we 
had for breakfast in Umerkot. We were invited to meet 
Kumari Padmini, the sweet young wife of Kunwar 
Karni Singh Sodha, at the Rana Jagir sometime after 
their grand wedding. After spending a night in their 
very modern guesthouse adjoining the historic haveli 
in the middle of their green farms, we woke up to a 
hearty breakfast of tea, lassi and something else with 
paratha. We were asked to guess the ingredients of the 
‘something else’ when we found ourselves at a loss. 
Then they informed us that we had been enjoying 
pieces of fried poppadom, cooked in masala.

About the difference between Sindhi cuisine 
and other local dishes, experts and those fond of 
cooking Sindhi food say that the difference is all in 
the spices. Sindhi recipes are based on fresh herbs 
and basic spices mostly. That is what brings out the 
flavours in them.

The three dishes mentioned above was pretty much 
my experience with Sindhi food. Was. Yes, things 
changed quite drastically when I recently stumbled 
upon the Cafe Sindh restaurant. That’s when and 
where a world of Sindhi cuisine opened up for me. 
Now I want to keep on going there to try the different 
items on their menu comprising of several pages. 

Starting from the basics, they have rice bread 
or chawal ki roti, makai (corn) ki roti, fish roti and 
sweet paratha cooked with jaggery called busri. 
The menu, in English, Urdu and Sindhi, also boasts 
of sweet dishes such as mehar jo mao, Shikarpuri 
falooda, matka kulfi, gur chawal, peenhoon, Ghotki 
ja pera and Hyderabad rabri. 

The Sindhi pulao and biryani and its varieties 
where it is cooked with chicken, mutton, fish, 
shrimps, vegetables (lotus root and potato) also 
take up a full menu page. Coming to the interesting 
stuff, there is beh masala, sarson saag (mustard 
saag), beh palak (lotus root and spinach), beh pakora, 
karari bhindi (crisp okra), kur’ro fish tikka or tawa 

fish, batair (quail) tikka, kumbhi handi, fish curry, 
Shikarpuri karahi, Hala naka karahi, Balochi karahi 
and thandai sherbet. 

The restaurant is situated inside a lane off I.I. 
Chundrigar Road towards the left just after you turn 
to the main road from Dr Ziauddin Ahmed Road. You 
just can’t miss the big sign with the celebrity chef 
A.R. Jamali’s picture there. There is an outside area, 
a longish dining hall and another longish family hall 
to cater to the customers. There are also food delivery 
boys in and out of the place. 

This is the restaurant’s third outlet after the first 
two closed down. “I’m a familiar face for those who 
watch cooking shows,” says Chef Jamali. 

“Although I’m a trained chef and can cook all types 
of cuisine from Continental to Chinese, Arabic and 
Pakistani, my speciality somehow became Sindhi 
cuisine because I am a Sindhi myself. I liked to 

experiment with Sindhi dishes, too. This followed 
several cooking shows on Pakistan Television, Masala 
TV, Sindh TV, Dharti TV, KTN, etc,” he says, adding 
that his first job as a young chef was several years ago 
in the Bilawal House kitchen. 

“I used to be Bibi Shaheed’s chef. The Bhutto-
Zardari children, Bilawal, Bakhtawar and Asifa grew 
up before my eyes,” he smiles. “I have also lived in 
Dubai,” he adds.

He says that his restaurant business started a few 
years ago only when Sindh’s Minister for Culture Syed 
Sardar Ali Shah suggested opening a Sindhi cuisine 
restaurant because there was no such place offering 
Sindhi food here. “He even offered me a place at the 
National Museum in 2018. We set up a restaurant 
there which, as expected, was doing exceptionally 
well until the court had a problem with it. The 
Museum was not allowed to have commercial activity 

so we moved our restaurant to Nishat Commercial in 
DHA Phase 6, where my customers doubled. 

“Everything was going great until Covid-19 
happened. In 2020, my losses added up to Rs8000,000 
[80 lac]. I had no choice but to close down. A year 
of sitting idle on the business front, though I was 
regularly on TV, resulted in my channel friends telling 
me about this place right behind Hum TV, which 
was available. So here we are again. Things have 
changed a lot in these two years. Though we are still 
in the pandemic, I am getting lots of orders for home 
delivery. Most of my customers are in DHA. They are 
keeping me very busy. And then there are others like 
yourself who come from surrounding offices to enjoy 
a Sindhi meal with colleagues,” he smiles.  g

The writer is a member of staff
She tweets @HasanShazia

SINDH’S uNmatcHeD culINary repertOIre
SHazIa HaSaN dISCoveRS THe dIveRSe dININg opTIoNS THaT THe pRovINCe HaS To offeR.

fOOD

Iftari essentials on offer at Burnes Road. 
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Palla Fisherman on the Indus c. 1860. Engraving by W.J. Palmer.



THe TexTIleS of SINdH aRe UNpaRalleled IN THeIR CReaTIvITy aNd INgeNIoUS USe of MaTeRIalS, wRITeS pRofeSSoR SHeHNaz ISMaIl. 

P
akistan with its spectacular landscapes and diverse 
cultures has inherited a multifaceted textile tradition. 
Cloth and clothes have both been integral to material 
culture in all regions of the country. Varied in colour, 
texture and form, be it for personal adornment or any 
other use, textiles present an interesting tableau of 
history and art of life in Pakistan. 

With its printed woven and embroidered textile traditions, Sindh, 
the land of Sufis is the undisputed queen. The textiles of Sindh are 
unparalleled in their creativity, ingenious use of material, both natural 
and manmade. This labour of love has manifested itself for thousands of 
years and continues to do so.

The province’s western landscape comprises alluvial plains flanking 
the Indus River against the stark contrast of the barren vastness of the 
Thar desert, in the eastern part of the province. Crafts of 
this region not only have ornamental value but also carry 
symbolic meaning and, more importantly, evoke memories 
for their owner or maker. Craft traditions gather different 
connotations through the centuries, yet often they lose 
significance as rituals and practices of a certain culture 
become extinct. The original symbolism is altered due to 
evolution of regional styles, changing times, availability of 
fibres, colours and/or religious requirements. 

To quote Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, the hero, the icon, 
of craft revival in India: “Where the earth is dry and burns 
under the voluptuous rays as in deserts, where life is grim and 
severe and resources poor, the people seem to compensate 
with riotous colour and exuberant forms creating a sense 
of luxuriance and plenitude through their crafts. There is a 
breathless eagerness created in the atmosphere, rapturous 
vivaciousness in the articles that are used, a springtime 
dazzle in garments and even in the harness and trappings of 
the domestic animals.” (pp. 5-14, J. Dhanija, 2007)

The act of creation is a fascinating one and the creative 
people of the desert are amongst the most impoverished 
and underprivileged. Women continue to be taught by their 
mothers, aunts and grandmothers as a rite of passage, and a 
gift for a daughter in preparation for her new role as a wife 
and a daughter-in-law. Extravagant displays of embellished 
and ornamented textiles are embedded into the ritual of a 
bride stepping into her new home. Each stitch, symbol and 
motif speaks a language. 

Embroidery traditionally made for domestic consumption 
was circulated within a married woman’s clan or family. 
Consisting of items such as Toran (a textile panel with 
pendant leaves that is hung over the household of the main doorway to 
ward against evil spirits), quilts, bags, and animal ornamentation were 
usually part of tangible goods or wealth that went along with women 
as they embarked on their new phase of life. It was also a symbol of 
personal and communal identity that became a medium of expression. 

In most communities, prior to a marriage being arranged, a girl’s ability 
with a needle was assessed, by her future mother-in-law. Her knowledge 
of the variety of embroidery stitches like the pakko, kharek (dates) and 
soof using the age-old motifs of flora and fauna from their environment 
in a highly developed art form raised her status as a married woman.  

There are different nomadic tribes in the Thar desert. The Rabaris, who 
are Hindu pastoralists, reveal a common faith with stitched narratives of 
epics and oral history. Among the Muslim cattle herders, geometric, floral 
designs and mirrors are an important characteristic of their embroidery.

Although each community has its own style, several stitches and 
motifs are common across castes and religions. These include interlacing 
stitches such as the Hurmitch as well as Kingri, a border pattern derived 
from crenellations found on temples and mosques. (E. Edwards, A Textile 
Companion for Culture, 2020).

Women invested themselves in their embroideries, forming some 
emotional attachment to each piece for personal use, unlike any made 
on order. Handicrafts sold by shopkeepers are a case in point, bought 
by consumers who enjoy the idea of owning a unique, handmade object 
that is rooted in local history and craft tradition.

Mirrors have a special place in Sindhi embroidery and more so in 
the desert culture. In ancient mythology and folklore, mirrors hold 
great significance due to their association with mimicking sunlight or 
moonlight. There is another belief that mirrors deflect the evil eye, and 
with their dazzle, blind and confuse evil forces. These protective beliefs 
are deeply rooted in ancient traditions of solar worship. Shiny glossy 
surfaces are identified by the presence of water, hence, the prolific use 
of mirrors in the ornamentation of this region. Since access to water 
is a major concern, mirrors convey, literally and metaphorically the 
transliteration of water and sun. Variation of scale in the use of mirrors 
by various communities helps in identifying a communal identity, where 
each style represents a particular people in one place at a point in time. 
They are used to embellish a variety of household and dowry textiles, 
decorations for animals such as forehead ornaments and other regalia. 

Embroidery traditions are distributed regionally, and techniques 
and patterns were limited by the availability of fibres, dyes, ritual and 
religious requirements. Each stitch, motif and pattern conveys the 
history and experiences of the maker. 

The soof embroidery is specific to the Thar dessert where the design 
emerges from the artisan’s mind with a mathematical formula. It is 
neither drawn nor sketched. In this technique the cloth is worked almost 
entirely on one side with floss thread using the surface satin-stitch. 
Interestingly the same technique is reflected in the embroideries of 
northern Pakistan and the phulkari of the Potohar plateau and Punjab. 

The incredibly resilient and strong men and women of Sindh are the 
makers of its woven wonders, which include the farasi, a flatweave woven 
with camel and sheep hair mostly in natural colours. The patterns are 
geometric and laid out in horizontal lines. These items are mostly used 
as floor coverings and saddle bags. Farasis found in the Badin district of 
Sindh are woven by the women folk, whilst the preparation and spinning 
of the wool is done by the men. 

The katho is a blanket or shawl like protective covering for the cold 
nights of the desert woven with sheep and camel wool. The design 
comprises of a plain field and a colourful border. 

The Nasserpur khes is famous for its intricate weaving, incorporating 
cotton and silk in a supplementary warp technique. It is used as a coverlet 
or spread on a charpoy.

The famous soosi is a fabric that is vertically striped with bright colours. 

Bordering the stripes is the mothra (special weave structure) primarily 
in black and white. The tradition of soosi weaving is synonymous with 
Sindh.  

The bandhani or the chundri of Sindh is widely used in the desert for 
the ghaghro (full gathered skirt) or for shawls and head coverings. Black 
and madder are the most commonly used base colours. 

Ralli from the word ralanna means to link or mix. It is the oldest form 
of reusing and recycling worn out fabrics to develop items of domestic 
use such as quilts, squares and bags. The two techniques used are 
appliqué and patchwork. It is an ecological idea in harmony with nature. 
This legacy embodies a spirit of humility for the material and finished 
work, adding layers of memories at every stage. It has today evolved into 
elaborate design creations made for domestic use as well as a popular 
design in retail merchandise. 

Meanwhile, the famous ajrak is a block printed, mordant 
and resist-dyeing technique, a continuous labour of love. It 
undergoes extensive treatments and processes giving it the 
highest status in Sindh’s print repertoire. The motifs used 
in ajrak are derived from their local surroundings and are 
constructed on a grid system. Some of the commonly found 
motifs in the ajrak are called mohar, jaleyb, chaanp, kakar, 
and ghaleecho.

The ajrak is considered as a symbol of respect for the 
people of Sindh, and is presented as a precious gift on 
auspicious occasions. It is worn by men as a turban, shawl or 
a shoulder cloth and by women as a shawl or head covering. 

The printed heritage of Sindh spans across thousands of 
years. “The master craftsmen works from an inner intuition 
and accumulated knowledge handed down through 
centuries. His main formula is experience, the continued, 
dedicated practice of an art-form. Inspiration to him is 
directly from his immediate environment.” (p.51, Sindh jo 
Ajrak, Bilgrami, 1990).

The madder-dyed block prints of Tharparkar are mordant 
and resist-dyed, of which undergo extensive treatment of the 
un-dyed cloth. They are printed with age old simple motifs 
and are commonly used for women’s apparel.

My favourite anecdote is one of a Khatri (caste) master 
dyer, who validates a lifetime of experience over everything 
else. The master, Khatri Mohammad Siddik, says it all in 
describing the preparation of a solution of resist mordant 
material, for the block printing that is found in Tharparkar 
and Kutch areas.

“The scale can fail you, but how can your tongue fail you. 
When you drink your tea or eat your food don’t you know 

wither there is too much sugar or too much salt in it? I can dye five 
different pieces of cloth on five different days by judging the proportion 
of alum, and all five days will yield exactly the same shade of red. As 
I savour alum on my tongue my eyes visualise the same shade of red. 
The son of a Khatri dyer can never get a girl in marriage until he passes 
this test of being able to judge the right proportion of ingredients by 
using his senses and not gadgets. “(p.47, Mud mirror and thread, J. Jain 
1993/1994).

Inhabited by nomadic tribes, the Rabaris, the Banjaras and 
pastoralists, Muslim and Hindu, motifs patterns and colour are 
common in Rajasthan, Tharparkar and Kutch, notwithstanding the 
geographical borders, which do not hold any meaning for humans 
and animals. The interweaving of communities in rural areas is 
extraordinarily complex. The Muslims and Hindus live together 
harmoniously and respect each other’s traditions expressing tolerance 
and shared values. In areas where traditional values are strongest, 
textile and ornamentation is dynamic but where mass culture is 
prevalent, the vitality is lessened.

One hopes that these rich historic traditions of craft-making continue 
in their pure form and are not adulterated by modern methods, which 
tend to makes things easier but often at the cost of the spirit or quality 
of traditional methods. These age-old crafts must be made contemporary 
with a high degree of sensitivity and responsibility so we don’t end up 
losing the precious heritage that is the life of the maker. g

textIleSSpleNDOurS Of SINDH’S textIleS 

Mirror and peacocks motifs are often used in Sindhi embroidery.

Farasi cloth weavers in Badin. A shoulder bag created by recycling an embroidered rumal . A Sindhi man dons an ajrak. Sindhi women in their finery.

Khaddar embroidered with auspicious motifs. Soof embroidery is typically used on red 
cotton or green silk.

Kharek and pakko embroidery is used to 
adorn men’s shoulders.

Bandhani or chundri odhni are primarily used 
in ghaghros.

A Sindhi ralli which is created by 
reusing and recycling worn-out fabric.
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M
IDDLE-AGED Zarina, one 
of those who migrated from 
India after the Partition, 
has no option but to keep 
making glass bangles as a 
home-based worker. She risks 
losing her eyesight but she 

doesn’t bother. She must support her large family. 
Zarina’s house is located in Mujahid Colony, one 

of several katchi abadis that dot the landscape of 
Hyderabad, the second-largest urban centre of Sindh. 
She is one of several hundred home-based bangle 
workers in Hyderabad who struggle to supplement 
their family’s income by working in miserable 
conditions. She is associated with the glass bangle 
manufacturing industry, a strong identity of the city 
for as long as one can remember. 

The industry finds its origin in the Ferozabad city 
of India’s Uttar Pradesh state. Hyderabad is famous 
for the industry primarily because of its partition 
legacy. The families associated with this business in 
undivided India — mostly from the Rajasthan state 
— settled in Hyderabad after migrating to Pakistan.   

Here, this unique kind of work is flourishing in the 
katchi abadis of Latifabad and the old city area. Some 
factories located in the Sindh Industrial Trading 
Estate (Site) area are also manufacturing bangles 
where men are engaged in work.  

Zarina works in a suffocating environment of her 
small, rented house. The room where she works along 
with her daughters is tiny, with no cross ventilation. 
“The process of sadai [where the jagged joints of the 
bangles are smoothened out] is just excruciating in 
summer but in winter we remain comfortable,” she says.  

A bunch of bangles are delivered by the pallaydar 
(contractor) to such workers at home where they place 
a few bangles on a large tray and keep rotating it over 
flame powered by a gas burner to level the surface of 
bangles. This first process is called sadai (aligning). 
“It often hurts us, as the finger gets burnt. But this 
has become part of our life,” she says. Zarina works in 
a squatting posture to ensure an even surface of the 
bangles delivered to her by the contractor, basically a 
middleman. 

“We are paid Rs8 per bunch of 375 bangles for 
sadai and Rs19 per bunch of joorai (joining),” she 
says. Joorai is the next stage of the process that joins 
the two ends of a bangle again through a flame. 

“All family members produce 30 bunches of 
bangles after the first process and after his hard work 
we earn a paltry sum of Rs240 per day,” she says and 

adds that an order of 30 bunches can be met but if 
she opts for more bunches, her household work gets 
badly affected.  

“I have to pay a monthly house rent of Rs11,000 
to the landlord, who herself is a home-based bangle 
worker,” she says. Expenses of gas and electric 
consumption or other miscellaneous charges are 
borne by her family, she explains.  

She recalls how she once felt pain in her eye and 

the doctor advised her to stop this work. “I promised 
I would stop it. But how can I do it as it is the bare 
minimum income I can earn? I will keep working 
until I lose my eyesight as this remains a major 
source of earning for my family,” she wonders. She 
says that her son can’t get a respectable job for want 
of better education and therefore working as a daily-
wage earner. 

Mujahid Colony is a hub of home-based glass bangle 
workers. Young and elderly women are associated with 
this work for low wages in the absence of a minimum pay 
fixed by the Sindh labour department.  

“My husband is a drug addict. He doesn’t work 
and is unable to walk these days. So, my daughter-in-
law and I have to opt for this work so that we earn a 
few thousand rupees per month,” Zarina says. “Our 
work is replete with safety hazards. We are prone to 

health risks and yet we are not paid well.”  
Sitting in a squatting posture during joorai often 

leads to different ailments, with weak eyesight the most 
common problem among fellow workers. “Squatting for 
hours together causes arthritis and joint pain,” she says. 

Joorai is a difficult task and results in eye strain 
and weak eyesight, as the worker has to concentrate 
on bangles and stare at the flame until the two ends 

are joined. “Some of our fellows find it difficult to look 
into surroundings as their eyeballs often don’t move,” 
Zarina says.   

Hyderabad’s glass bangle industry is directly 
dependent on home-based workers. Its tentacles are 
spreading even wider. The contractors engaged by 
factory owners are outsourcing work in the villages of 
Badin district’s Matli area and Tando Adam in Sanghar 
district. Factory owners outsource most of the work to 
informal workers, mostly women.  

The middleman is the only link between a factory 
owner and home-based workers insofar as the delivery of 
raw glass bangles to and from the factory is concerned. 
They offer different rates to workers for sadai and joorai. 
Before the rates increased, women were being paid as low 
as Rs2.50 to Rs3.50 per bunch eight to nine years ago. 

Women like Zarina are the basic unit of the industry. 
Still, they find themselves on the losing end in terms of 
remuneration. Middlemen, factory owners, and retail 
shopkeepers take the lion’s share. 

A large number of men are also associated with bangle 
manufacturing at different but difficult stages of work. 
“It involves colouring, designing and finishing work in 
which men and women are exposed to chemical work 
which affects their skin,” says Shakeela Khan, a bangle 
union leader. “A bangle passes through 72 different 
hands before it becomes a saleable product,” she says. 
“We are able to enlist 2,500 workers. Around 500,000 to 
600,000 workers including women and their children in 
a family are directly linked with the industry.” She adds 
that around 35 bangle factories are operational but 
industrialists claim many are closed. 

The bright and fancy glass bangles go through more 
or less 28 processes before they reach retail markets 
as finished products. Markets are also flooded with 
imitation jewellery that looks like replicas of bangles 
and colourful bracelets with embossed work. 

“These middlemen don’t offer equal rates to the 
workers as they offer different rates for a bunch of 
bangles. And since home-based workers have started 
organising themselves and demanding a raise in wages, 
the middlemen are now shifting work to other rural 
areas,” Ms Khan says. 

“The contractors are shifting work to areas other 
than Hyderabad and paying even lower wages to 
home-based workers ever since legislation is passed 
and bangle workers are being registered by our union. 
But contractors are not complying with a government’s 
notification fixing the rate of sadai and joorai,” says 
Jamila Latif, the president of Home-Based Women 
Bangle Workers’ Union, Hyderabad. g

trappeD IN glaSS
MoHaMMad HUSSaIN KHaN HIgHlIgHTS THe MISeRable CoNdITIoNS THaT belIe THe feSTIve pRoMISe of a SINdHI glaSS baNgle.  
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CHRISTIAN

 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29
conquest, the population of Karachi town was 
14,000 only, and by the time of Partition in 1947 it 
had reached 450,000.

chaplains who accompanied the British forces 
were among the first to set up some of Karachi’s 
well-known places of worship, in particular the 
Trinity Cathedral (1844) of the Church of Pakistan 
and St. Patrick’s Cathedral (1878) of the Roman 
Catholic Church, respectively. These magnificent 
buildings in Gothic architecture, along with the 
majestic Frere Hall and similar iconic public 
structures, are distinctive landmarks of the city. 

Christianity has also flourished in many other 
parts of the province of Sindh and in particular 
Hyderabad, Thatta, Sukkur, Mirpurkhas and 
Kotri/Jamshoro areas where mission-stations were 
established in the 19th  and 20th centuries. The 
missionaries set up schools, colleges, hospitals and 
health centres, charitable and seniors’ homes, and 
cultural and cottage-industry centers.   

Education and healthcare have been the 
mainstay of the yeoman services of the Christian 
community in all the major cities of the province of 
Sindh. The missionary societies set up some of the 
best known educational institutions in the country 
with admissions open to children from all strata of 
society – from well-off families to the poorest of 
the poor. Schools and colleges such as St. Patrick’s 
and St. Joseph’s in Karachi, St. Bonaventure’s and 
Nazareth College in Hyderabad, and St. Mary’s in 
Sukkur are best known for their quality education 
for both girls and boys in the province of Sindh.

There were no proper school systems then but 
missionary, charitable and trust schools made up 
the city’s best-known institutions, including the 
Church Mission School (Mohammad Ali Jinnah 
was enrolled here), Sindh Madressatul Islam and 
Nadirshah Edulji Dinshaw (NED) universities, 
Dayaram Jethamal (DJ) Science College, Narayan 
Jagannath Vaidya (NJV) School, Bai Virbaiji 

Soparivala (BVS) Parsi School, Mama Parsi Girls 
School, the Aga Khan school, Habib Public School, 
Nasra School, Jufelhurst School, Marie Colaco 
School, Dawood Public School and others.  

Many of Sindh’s well-known politicians, members 
of the judiciary, the military and police forces, 
businesspersons, cultural personalities, and sports 
superstars have been former students at missionary 
schools. St. Pat’s alone has a star-studded group of 

alumni, (noted alphabetically) Abdul Karim Lodhi, 
Aftab Nabi, Asif Ali Zardari, Azeem Daudpota, 
Farooq Feroz Khan, Ghulam Ali Allana, Illahi Bux 
Soomro, Jahangir Karamat, Jam Sadiq Ali, Javed 
Jabbar, Khalid Mir, Mahmood Haroon, Manuel 
Misquita, Mian Ajmal, Mohammad Khan Junejo, 
Pervez Musharraf, Shahid Aziz Siddiqui, Shahnawaz 
Bhutto, Shaukat Aziz, Syed Murad Ali Shah, 
Wajihuddin Ahmed, Yusuf Haroon, to name a few. 

Among women, Hamida Khuhru, Anita Ghulamali, 
Benazir Bhutto, Shahida Jamil and others have 
been shining examples.

Two noteworthy and distinctive contributions 
of Sindh’s Christians to Pakistan are that of the 
official portrait of the Mr. Mohammad Ali Jinnah 
by Mr. Arthur Sequeira, and the musical notation 
of the national anthem by Mr. Tollentine Fonseca.   

The list also includes many famous sports people 
such as Antao D’Souza, Danish Kaneria, Faisal Iqbal, 
Hasan Raza, Iqbal Sikander, Jack Britto, John Permal, 
Khalid Wazir, Mathais Wallis, Michael Rodrigues, 
Milton D’Mello, Minoo Mawalwala, Mubaraz Ashraf, 
Rashid Israr, Shahid Mahboob, Shehzad Ahmed, 
Wasim Bari, etc. People like Waheed Murad, Tanvir 
Jamshed (TJ), Abdullah Kadwani, Deepak Pervani, 
Shahzad Roy and others have also been the star 
products of missionary schools.

Some of the earliest and best-known hospitals in 
Karachi and other parts of Sindh were initiated by 
the Christian community, notably the Holy Family 
Hospital and the Karachi Adventist Hospital 
(formerly known as 7th Day Adventist Hospital) 
in Karachi. The Marie Adelaide Leprosy Center 
(MALC) and the Darul Sukun are well-established 
charitable organizations providing relief to the 
people of the province and from all parts of the 
country. 

Here again, it was the missionary zeal and 
commitment of dedicated souls which enabled the 
two well-known nuns to establish these institutions 
in the country. They were the late Sr. Gertrude 
Lemmens of the Darul Sukun (Estd. 1969) and 
Sr. Dr. Ruth Pfau of the MALC (Estd. 1962). The 
government of Sindh in recognition of the services 
of Dr. Ruth Pfau has renamed the Civil Hospital in 
Karachi as the Dr. Ruth Pfau Hospital Karachi.

So, if one would like to understand the 
contributions made by non-Muslim communities to 
the growth and development of Sindh, all you must 
do is to dwell into the unique history of the province 
– a fact that cannot to distorted, undermined, or 
overlooked. g

PARSI

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29
on the same road known as the Mama Mansion. The 
school in its current campus started lessons in April 
1925 and opened its doors to girls of other faiths in 1947.

JUSTICE DORAB PATEL
He was a Supreme Court judge who refused to 

take an oath of allegiance to Ziaul Haq in 1981. Had 
he done so, Justice Dorab Patel would surely have 
become the chief justice of the SC. A campaigner for 
human rights throughout his life, he later devoted 
himself to such causes; besides being the founding 
member of the Asian Human Rights Commission, 
he was also the co-founder of the Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan. In 1990, he became the 
second Pakistani to be elected a member of the 
exclusive International Commission of Jurists.

JAMSHEED MARKER
A speaker of over half a dozen languages, one of 

Pakistan`s top envoys, Jamsheed Kaikobad Ardeshir 
Marker is a record-holder in the Guinness Book 
of World Records for being ambassador to more 
countries than anyone else. A huge lover of cricket 
who has also been a radio commentator, he has the 
distinction of being the first to broadcast live from 
the National Stadium Karachi.

ARDESHIR COWASJEE
 Driving around town in his convertible silver 

Mercedes, Ardeshir Cowasjee was as fearless as they 
came. Born into a shipping family, Ardeshir too joined the 
family business but was heartbroken when his shipping 

company, the East and West Steamship Company, was 
nationalised by the government of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto 
in 1974. Still, he carried on with his philanthropy work. 
The Cowasjee Foundation has been responsible for 
providing funding for the higher education of many 
Pakistani students, while many of Karachi`s major 
hospitals are among the beneficiaries of the foundation.

BAPSI SIDHWA
Author of The Crow Eaters, Ice Candy Man, Their 

Language of Love, Jungle Wala Sahib, etc., Bapsi 
was one of the first English language authors of 
Pakistan to make a name for herself abroad. She has 
encouraged many of Pakistan`s younger authors.

BYRAM AND GOSHPI AvARI
Byram Dinshawji Avari is the winner of two gold medals 

for yachting in Asian Games: first in the ̀ enterprise class` 
in the 1978 Asian Games in Bangkok, Thailand with 
partner Munir Sadiq; then with wife Goshpi at the 1982 
Asian Games in New Delhi, India. Byram also has a silver 
medal from the Enterprise World Championship held 
in Canada in 1978. Following a career in politics, Byram 
now serves as the honorary consul for Canada while also 
concentrating on his hotel business these days.

Goshpi is the president of the Pakistan Scrabble 
Association. Having attended a scrabble competition 
at the US Consulate in Karachi, she opened the doors 
of Beach Luxury Hotel, gratis, to scrabble enthusiasts 
where since the formation of the association in 1989, 
professional and amateur scrabble lovers gather to 
play every weekend. g

The article was first published in Daily Dawn on 
March 22, 2015.
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The Karachi Goa Portuguese Hall was opened by R.P. Barrow on April 24, 1905.

A vendor carrying colourful bangles.

A rare painting of a Parsi gentleman receiving both spiritual and medical unction from his priest and doctor at his 
deathbed as his family members look on. c. 1900.

Ign
ati

ou
s S

eq
ue

ira
. 

Se
afi

eld
 C

oll
ec

tio
n

Se
afi

eld
 C

oll
ec

tio
n

Um
air

 R
ajp

ut



DAWN FRIDAY ApRIl 22, 2022 VISION 2022 SINDH60



VISION 2022 SINDH 61DAWN FRIDAY ApRIl 22, 2022

THE AGrICULTUrE EXTENSION 
SINDH WING Of THE AGrICULTUrE, 
SUPPLY & PrICES DEPArTmENT

The Agriculture Extension Sindh Wing of the Agriculture, Supply & 
Prices Department aims to enhance the productivity and profitability 
of Sindh’s agricultural sector. It is responsible for providing 
advisory services to the farming community through field visits, 
demonstrations, seminars, workshops, farmer gatherings, mass media 
and Information and Communication Technology (ICT) tools, and 
ensures communication between the farming community, researchers 
and input suppliers. 

Key Interventions 
Rolling out “Grow more major and minor crop” campaigns. 
 Demonstrating agricultural practices to farmers to enhance 
productivity.
 Introducing new crops, farm machinery, tools and technologies to 
farmers.  
 Ensuring the availability of good quality pesticides and fertilisers.
 Conducting Field Assistant and Stock Assistant courses at 
agricultural training institutes in Jacobabad and Sakrand.
Coordinating with federal agencies. 
Providing information to ensure effective policy decisions.
Coordinating with input supplying organisations. 
Collecting information about the input requirements of crops.
 Supervising market committees with regard to the implementation 
of the Agricultural Produce Markets Act 1939. 

ICT Based Agriculture Extension Services
These have been provided since November 2018 after the 

establishment of ICT Agricultural Extension Services Centre in 
Hyderabad and sub-centres in Larkana, Mirpurkhas and Sukkur. Key 
activities include:

 Establishing a mobile phone application and a farmer helpline service.
 Conducting a daily Facebook Live farmer advisory programme:  
Sai Satabi Sindh. 
Publishing a Monthly Magazine Sindh Zara’at and other brochures. 
 Conducting radio programmes centering on agriculture from 
Hyderabad, Larkana and Khairpur.
Arranging webinars/workshops for the farming community.
 Producing videos of good agricultural practices to create awareness 
among farmers in rural areas. 
Establishing a website: https://office.ictagrisindh.gov.pk/.
Conducting training sessions about the use of ICT for farmers.
 Establishing a student internship programme centred on agricultural 
extension services.

Agriculture research 
 Developing and releasing 14 cotton, 12 rice, seven sugarcane, 12 
wheat, five vegetable and four mango varieties. 
 Establishing 13 soil and water testing laboratories across Sindh; 
during 2019-20, 34,330 soil and 11,018 water samples were tested. 
 Introducing new crop production technologies to enhance 
production and save water.
 Establishing a mechanised nursery at the Horticulture Research 
Institute, Sukkur.
 Developing disease-free mango nurseries, and introducing post-
harvest mango technologies to reduce post-harvest losses.

farm Water management 
 Establishing 7,368 watercourses, setting up 2,246 watercourses 
linings and improving 1,049 watercourses. 
 Establishing 14 tunnel farming units (56 acres).
Installing high-efficiency irrigation systems across 7,155 acres.
Distributing and installing 10,100 kitchen gardening kits.
 Providing 1,290 units of precision laser land levelling equipment 
on subsidy. 
Delivering 210 units of deep ripping equipment. 

future Plans
Four new schemes/projects have been prepared for implementation 

between FYs 2021-22 and 2025-26. These include vertical farming 
techniques to improve crop yield and the lining of watercourses in non-
command areas for lift pumps.

THE EXCISE, TAXATION & 
NArCOTICS CONTrOL DEPArTmENT

The Excise & Taxation Department was formed in 1963. However, 
after the 18th Amendment, Narcotics was assigned to the Excise & 
Taxation Department in all provinces. The Department has been 

entrusted with two major functions: tax collection and narcotics 
suppression. It has the exclusive authority of issuing and administering 
intoxicating liquors and other intoxicating licenses.

The Excise, Taxation & Narcotics Control Department (TETNCD) 
collects various taxes, including:

motor Vehicle Tax
  The registration of vehicles and collection of taxes are calculated 
through computerised systems and 12 authorised National Bank 
of Pakistan branches linked with the main server at Civic Centre, 
Karachi; the server is linked with regional departments across the 
province.
  Alternative payments collection processes such as Easypaisa, 
UPaisa and all 1Link bank users can also be used.
  In 2020-21, approximately 45,000 customers paid taxes worth  
Rs 369,275,218 using the online tax portal. 

Excise Duty
  The TETNCD controls the manufacturing and sales of various 
liquors and spirits. 
  Cases related to narcotics are registered under Section 9 of the 
Control of Narcotics Substance Act, 1997. 
  The TETNCD digitised the Enactment Tax in 2011; since then all 
kinds of permits and liquor licenses are processed online; half the 
payments are done in advance to safeguard public revenue and to 
strengthen financial transparency. 

Infrastructure Cess
  Infrastructure Cess is a major source of revenue and contributes to 
over 65% of the total revenue collection of the TETNCD. 
  It is collected on goods/consignments that arrive through seaports 
and Karachi Airport (1.2-1.25% of the value of goods as assessed by 
the authorities).

Property Tax
  A uniform rate of tax for all categories at 25% of the annual 
rental value is collected. More than 90% of property tax is 
collected in 23 divisions of Karachi; the remaining comes from 41 
rating areas in interior Sindh. 
  The digitisation of the property tax was done in 2013 throughout 
the province; all activities including chaalan generation, approvals 
and appeals are done online. 
  To ascertain the annual value of the property, the Government of 
Sindh has simplified the system via a valuation table for different 
localities under Section 5-A of the Sindh Urban Immovable 
Property Tax Act, 1958. Cities have been divided into five groups 
and bifurcated into four zones according to the socio-economic 
condition of the localities.

Entertainment Duty
  Entertainment duty is levied and collected under the Sindh 
Entertainment Duty Act, 1958 on entertainment venues, including 
amusement parks and sports areas. 
  Dramas, plays and variety programmes pay 10% of admission revenue.  
   Games and Sports pay 5% of admission revenue. 
  Other entertainment venues are subject to a fee that amounts to 
25% of the admission revenue.
 Digitisation is under process.

future Goals
  Establishing the Excise & Taxation House in Karachi.
  Introducing ‘security featured’ number plates for motor vehicles.
  Creating an online, real-time system that reconciles various taxes; in this 
regard, the department is liaising with the National Bank of Pakistan.

THE IrrIGATION DEPArTmENT

Completed Projects
  Providing Water from Lower Nara Canal rd 455 to Tar Hashim 
via Jesro and constructing reservoirs: Affecting a population of 
approximately 30,000 people, two storage settlement tanks were 
installed, in addition to 101 storage tanks.
 C.C. Lining of Naukot Branch Canal System and Akuto District, 
mithrao Division, mirpurkhas: The velocity of water has improved 
and its availability increased. Before lining channels, the rotation 
system took 15 days, which now takes one week, increasing crop 
output, thereby improving the socio-economic condition of the 
area. Cost: Rs 1,832 million.
 Assuring water supply to Karachi by upgrading the Keenjhar 
Lake System: The main objective was to increase the water 
supply to Karachi from Keenjhar Lake. To do so, the Department 
entered into an agreement with NESPAK. The project entailed 
the repair and rehabilitation of Nai Baran Super Passage and the 
K.B. Feeder Upper, raising and strengthening the Keenjhar Lake 
embankment, and the construction of a spillway and other 
related works. Cost:  Rs 3,422.782 million.
 Sindh Water Sector Improvement Project: The project is confined 
to three areas – Ghotki Feeder, Nara Canal and Left Bank Canal, 
which is 30% of the total irrigated area of Sindh in various districts. 
The project’s objective is to enhance and improve the irrigation 
system which will in turn lead to an increase in agricultural 
production and employment.

 rehabilitation of makhi Complex and Khipro Canal: The project 
realigned Makhi Complex to promote a more equitable distribution 
of sediment to canals and reduced sediment inflow. As a result, all 
regulating structures originating from Khipro Canal are now 
getting their due share of water. Furthermore, the project has 
increased irrigation water conveyance efficiency and agricultural 
growth in Sanghar, Mirpurkhas and Umerkot Districts.
  rehabilitation of mithrao Canal: The Mithrao Canal is now 
getting its due share of water. This has also resulted in the 
agricultural growth of Mirpurkhas, Sanghar and Umerkot 
Districts. 
 rehabilitation of Ghotki feeder Canal: The improved 
infrastructures have enhanced agricultural productivity, improved 
the availability, reliability and equity of water deliveries, increased 
cropping intensity and yields, and decreased the negative impact 
of water logging. 
 rehabilitation of Upper & Lower Nara Canals: Construction of 
three structures of the Upper and Lower Nara Canals results in 
improved conveyance efficiency. Replacement of regulating 
structures facilitates the flexible management of irrigation 
distribution. The tail-enders who were deprived of water can now 
sow crops.
 rehabilitation of Phuleli Canal: This project has resulted in 
enhanced water supply to farmers through the new Akram Wah 
Sluice. Other benefits include improved environmental conditions, 
increase in cropping intensity, better transportation and swift 
water conveyance.

Ongoing projects include:
  The lining of channels in Nara Canal Area Water Board, Mirpurkhas 
(Rs 2,560 million). 
  Sindh Barrages Improvement Project (Rs 20,241 million).
  Sindh Resilience Project – Irrigation Component: (Rs 9,983.71 
million).
  Sindh Flood Emergency Reconstruction Project for Bunds & Canals 
(Rs 7,625.507 million).

THE LIVESTOCK AND fISHErIES 
DEPArTmENT

This Department aims to promote food security for the general public 
by increasing livestock production, improving the quality of meat, fish 
and related products, and aiding the farmer and fishermen community. 
It controls diseases among livestock, introduces new breeds, preserves 
domestic breeds and introduces new technologies and value chains to 
encourage market-oriented farming.

major Achievements:
  Training 27,867 people in animal husbandry & veterinary sciences; 
developed two training institutes for livestock specific trainings.
Establishing 68 veterinary centres.
Producing over 350 million vaccine doses for livestock and poultry.
Organising two consecutive editions of the Sindh Livestock Expo.
Expanding immunisation services from 10% to 50%.
 Developing 40 appropriate technologies for asset development 
and  livestock improvement.
 Establishing four artificial insemination mobile units; 199,500 
animals have been artificially inseminated.
 Providing 35,000 poultry birds to women in rural areas to help them 
increase their family income.
 Installing three silage making machines.
 Establishing two state-of-the-art semen production units.
Establishing three new cattle colonies.
Establishing the Sindh Breeding Services Authority.
Establishing disease control zones.
Establishing an A.I. Training Centre at Tando Jam.
Rehabilitating 121 rain/flood affected veterinary institutes.
Training 2,625+ young people in poultry farming.
 Establishing poultry disease surveillance laboratories in four 
districts and three divisional headquarters.
 Stocking 9.5 million fish seeds in public waters to replenish 
diminishing stocks.
Producing 300+ million doses of vaccines per year.
Establishing a model village for fishermen.
 Providing 385 boats, 1,002 nets, 474 ice boxes, 200 bicycles, 51 
outboard engines to fishermen.
 Rehabilitating Karachi Fish Harbour.

leaDINg gOVerNmeNt Of SINDH DepartmeNtS 
aND tHeIr maJOr accOmplISHmeNtS

 Mustard fields in Sindh.

Fields in Tando Jam.

The Lansdowne Bridge over the Indus in Sukkur.

A canoe at sunset on Keenjhar Lake, Thatta.

A grazing field near Dadu Canal, District Larkana.

Fisherman at Sea View, Karachi.
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quantifiable indicators. It could just be a perception 
not necessarily grounded in reality. 

“Sindh is working to achieve its strategic 
objectives as per its policy imperatives. Human 
development has been our central focus which is 
reflected in the substantial allocations in the areas 
of health, education, poverty reduction, and social 
protection. Especially in health sector the service 
standards have improved in comparison to other 
provinces.”

Some members of PPP’s economic team expressed 
frustration over what they consider draining Sindh 
dry of resources it generates. “Where else in the 
world does a most productive federating unit puts 
up with a crippling resource crunch that retards its 
capacity to sustain and provide social and physical 
amenities to people and businesses?” asserted a 
leader.    

Dr Sheeren Mustafa Narejo, former secretary 
planning who is currently serving as technical 
advisor to Sindh Rural Support Organisation, was 
confident of the future talking to Dawn. “I see huge 
potential. Right policy interventions and persistent 

efforts can pay rich dividends”. 
She was, however, little uncomfortable with the 

role of the business class in the province. “They 
are too narrowly focused on their own interest and 
have yet to prove their commitment to the vision 
of equitable sustainable growth in the province”. 
She advised the ruling party to focus on small and 
medium agri businesses for the desired development 
outcome.  

Earlier a leading light of the business class in 
Karachi, who headed multiple trade bodies and 
employers’ forums, told Dawn that he would not 
trust the Bhutto’s party in a hundred years. “They 
are verbose but too self involved to care for people’s 
wellbeing or businesses’ facilitation. They tend 
to act irresponsibly and unilaterally. They punish 
businesses for their failings. They try to compensate 
for sub standard living conditions at our cost”, he 
was attacking the PPP leadership and later referring 
to Sindh government’s decision to increase the 
minimum wage to Rs25000 in the budget last June. 

He was particularly critical of the government for 
ignoring the industrial hub and financial capital of 
the country – Karachi. “The PPP has its political base 
in rural Sindh. It is hostile towards Karachi. Which 
other city of Karachi’s size in the world is without 
a public transport system and piped water supply?” 

CM Shah was defensive. “We have been actively 
working on master plans for all the districts, 
including Karachi. Seventeen plans are almost 
ready, with others expected to be ready in next six 
months. Karachi Master Plan is being prepared 
separately under supervision of Dr Noman Ahmed 
of NED University and is expected to be ready in 
next two years.” 

Sharing the Sindh government’s development 
strategy the Planning Department notes that it 
targets inclusive and equitable development in 
rural and urban Sindh. “Development is viewed 
from a holistic lens that focuses on investments in 
improving living standards and providing enabling 
environment for small and medium enterprises to 
foster growth. 

Contesting the perception of a bias towards the 
private sector the planning department insisted, 
“Sindh has worked rigorously on improving the 
ease of doing business. The changes were made in 
the regulatory framework of utility organisations 
including K-Electric, KWSB, SESSI to accommodate 
the private sector demands. The automation 
of registration and construction permits will 
incentivise the private sector by making it easier for 
businessmen to start a business. In the current fiscal 
year more than 30pc of the 1669 new development 
schemes are centered on road improvement 
and connectivity. Safe City Project will soon be 
implemented to provide secure environment to 
businesses and citizens. In collaboration with the 
World Bank projects of human capital development 
are in progress.” 

“Currently the focus is also on creating growth 
hubs in peri-urban areas. Besides, the development 
of modern and robust Mass Transit System in 
Karachi through Orange, Red, Yellow and Green 
lines will have transformative impact”.

The department dismissed the perception of 
Sindh government’s bias against the private sector. 
“Partnerships with private sector is the cornerstone 
of the Sindh Government’s development vision. 
Sindh has been at the forefront of harnessing 
public-private partnerships in the realm of 
infrastructure, energy, health, education and other 
priority sectors. Sindh’s Investment Department 
is working proactively with the private sector to 
improve the regulatory environment for businesses 
in the province”. It informed that ‘People’s 
Poverty Reduction Programme’ – with a strong 
‘enterprise development’ component – is centered 
on supporting small & medium enterprises through 
interventions like income-generating grants. 
Community investment funds, interest free loans 
and vocational trainings for establishing small 
businesses. The government is also developing a 
‘SMEs Competitiveness Strategy for Sindh’ in light 
of the recently approved National SME Policy. 

The strategy is being developed in consultation 
with relevant stakeholders to align it with the 
national policy to develop globally competitive and 
innovative SME sector, scale it up to create high 
value jobs and encourage value-added exports. 
Sindh Technical Education and Vocational Training 
Authority (STEVTA) has been working to provide 
vocational trainings and technical education for 
improving marketable and employable skills. 

Simultaneously, a pilot ‘Rural Growth Centre’ 
is set up in Sujawal district on the ethos of 
‘agglomeration economies’ to concentrate 
provision of multi-sectoral services to spur 
economic activity. 

A number of projects are currently at various 
stages of execution. A recent example is the 
agreement between Sindh Solid Waste Management 
Board (SSWMB) and Korangi Association of Trade 
& Industry (KATI) for garbage collection in Korangi 
industrial area. Similar agreements with the private 
sector are planned across districts to streamline 
Karachi’s sanitation system”, the planning 
department noted.     

On improving the quality of economic data for 
a better insight Murad Ali Shah said, “Sindh is 
upgrading the capacity of provincial Bureau of 
Statistics to prepare and report the provincial GDP 
and use the information in development planning”.

The planning department defended and shared 
details of some provincial efforts. “Sindh has 
undertaken ‘Multiple Indicators Cluster Survey 
(2018-19)’ at household level which was published 
and disseminated last year to delineate socio-
economic profiles of the province at district-level. 
While Sindh’s Bureau of Statistics collects sectoral 
data for its annual Development Statistics. It 
contributed to ‘Census of manufacturing 2015-16’ 
which was published recently”.

It did admit that data collection needs to be 
improved across the country. “The improvement 
of the data collection eco-system, particularly for 
economic indicators, requires country-wide efforts”.   

“Sindh has yet to translate this potential into 
commensurate economic and social development. 
The province faces major developmental challenges. 
Sindh’s weak social indicators are partly the result 
of the inadequate reach and low quality of public 
service delivery. 

The World Bank 2017 study ‘Sindh public 
expenditure review’ that aimed to improve the 
utilisation of provincial finances observed that by 
better understanding the constraints, reforms can 
be designed and implemented. 

This can help realise the provincial potential of 
sustainable equitable growth, bring it at par with 
Punjab in development, create sufficient jobs and 
ensure a decent living standard for people of Sindh 
waiting for the democracy to deliver. g

A typical weekday afternoon at Sindh Bank, Karachi.
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 Installing floating jetties and landing infrastructures to revive the 
fishing industry in rural Sindh.
Establishing two new fish hatcheries in Shikarpur and N. Feroze.
Establishing two jetties in Baba Bhit Island.

Special Initiatives:
 The Sindh Institute of Animal Health, Karachi: Pakistan’s largest 
vaccine production unit for poultry and livestock; it produces 300+ 
million doses of 68 vaccines annually and supplies them across Pakistan.
 The Shaheed Benazir Bhutto University of Veterinary and 
Animal Sciences, Sakrand: Sindh’s first veterinary university; it 
aims to train students in skills that can help them further develop 
the livestock and allied sectors.
 Combating Stunting In Children: Ensuring health by providing 
undernourished households with healthy diets by giving them 
livestock and feed, educating them about nutritious diets and 
livestock management, and providing veterinary services. 
 The Sindh Agriculture Growth Project: Milk producer groups 
provided with solar generator operated milk chillers, milk 
collection points and access to markets for selling milk at premium 
prices in addition to solar-operated water pumps, veterinary 
services and silage. Six veterinary labs were upgraded, while 11 
breeding service centres and two semen production units and 100 
veterinary hospitals were rehabilitated.
 Sustainable Livestock Development: Introduced a sustainable 
livestock development programme for rural Sindh, targeting small 
livestock farmers in Badin, Hyderabad, Matiari, Tando Allahyar 
and Tando Muhammad Khan.

THE LYArI
DEVELOPmENT AUTHOrITY

The Lyari Development Authority (LDA) was created by an 
Act passed by the Provincial Assembly of Sindh on February 
10, 1994. The two Schemes, Hawkesbay Scheme 42 and Halkani 
Town, Scheme 43 were transferred from the Karachi Development 
Authority (KDA) to the LDA by virtue of The Lyari Development 
Authority Act, 1993.

Hawkesbay Scheme 42
 The scheme was notified by the KDA regarding an area covering 
11,450 acres in Deh Lal Bakhar and Deh Moach, Hawkesbay, 
Keamari and Tapo Gabopat. 
 The Board of Revenue (BoR) gave the land to the KDA in 1985, 
except an area occupied by land grants of KMC, KPT, CBR  
Haq-e-Qabza lands and poultry farms. 
 The handing/taking over of the land commenced on December 
14, 1985; the scheme was transferred from the KDA to the LDA by 
virtue of the LDA Act, 1993 on January 10, 1996.
  The  KDA created a master plan for Scheme 42 comprising 71 

     blocks on 11,450 acres.
  On November 13, 2020, a meeting was held under the chairmanship 
of a senior member of BoR. The LDA stated that payment of about 
half of the land originally allotted to it was made and not a single 
inch of land was mutated in its name. The LUD made allotments 
of certain land to private persons. It was decided that the LUD 
shall furnish the details of land allotted in Deh Moach and Deh  
Lal Bakhar. 
  The Deputy Commissioner, West Karachi, conducted a survey with 
LDA officials and furnished a comprehensive report, showing 
the land originally earmarked for the LDA and indicating the 
land allotted to private persons, including sanctioned village 
encroachments as per the directive of Senior Member (BoR) during 
the meeting on November 13, 2020
  Director General, LDA has re-sent a letter to a senior member of 
BoR for issuing necessary directives to offices concerned for paying 
a chaalan for the cost of land.
  The LDA paid Rs 331.238 million at Rs 15 per square yard, as 
confirmed by the Secretary to GoS, Land Utilization Department, 
(LUD) on November 27, 2013.

Halkani Scheme 43
  Halkani Scheme 43 was notified with regard to an area of 38,437 
acres by the KDA on September 27, 1986 and transferred to the 
LDA on January 10, 1996. It includes 14-revenue dehs.
  The then Commissioner, Karachi Division, conveyed that on the orders 
of Governor & Chief Minister, Sindh, KDA Scheme 42 (Hawkesbay) 
and KDA Scheme 43 (Halkani) had been notified and had passed 
directives to all Deputy Commissioners and the District Registrar, 
Karachi, via a letter dated November 11, 1986 stating: “That no 
further leases should be issued in these areas and no mutation, 
transfer of the land and conveyance deeds should be permitted.”

 

  The authority (Governing Body) of LDA, on November 11, 2017, 
approved the ‘Draft Master/Road Zonal Plan’ of the scheme.
  BoR has allotted state lands to private people; BoR should 
request to mutate remaining state lands to the LDA for planning 
and development, as it is within LDA’s controlled area since 
September 27, 1986.

SCHOOL EDUCATION AND 
LITErACY DEPArTmENT (SELD) &  

THE COLLEGE EDUCATION 
DEPArTmENT (CED)

 

recent Accomplishments

A. Transfer Posting Policy 2021
  Teachers can now apply for transfers through the Sindh Schools 
Information and Management System (SSIMS) web portal. Through 
SSIMS codes, schools can view the number of teaching and non-

teaching employees at their school, and the development schemes 
sanctioned/executed for their schools.
  All teachers can use their IDs to apply for a transfer once a year.
 The web portal has two zones: Green (which indicates where teachers are 
required) and Red (teachers are in excess and transfers are not possible).
 Once a teacher’s transfer application is approved, a computerised 
notification will appear on the portal and will be sent to the teacher’s 
mobile phone and the Director. 

B. recruitment Policy
 Teachers have been categorised into three streams – Primary: 
early childhood teachers and primary school teachers; Secondary: 
junior elementary school teachers and secondary school teachers; 
Higher Secondary: subject specialists, assistant professors, associate 
professors and professors. Teachers can only be promoted within 
their stream.
 More than 30,000 school teachers will be appointed by Sukkur IBA 
through district-wise tests. 
 Taluka Education Officers will be recruited by SPSC through 
Combined Competitive Examinations. 

C. Teachers’ Training
 Mandatory pre-service and in-service trainings have been introduced 
for teachers. After three to four years, more than 300 Grade 18 and 
19 officers have undergone training and are eligible for promotions.
 SELD has established training institutions for the capacity building 
of teachers and officers; it will run Teachers’ Training Institutes in 
Darsano Chano, Larkana, Mirpurkhas and Sukkur.
 More than 32,000 teachers have been provided with life skills based 
training (health, hygiene, human rights and character building).
 Around 350,000 students were trained regarding health, nutrition, 
child protection and citizenship.

D. Digital Learning Platforms
 In collaboration with Microsoft Pakistan, so far 30,787 secondary 
school teachers have been trained, and 257,000 students have 
enrolled in training programmes.
 15,000 teachers were given free-of-cost access to Microsoft Learn 
platforms for online teaching.
252,000 primary students benefitted from SELD’s MUSE App.

E. Curriculum Development
 SELD will institutionalise around 64 integrated curriculum labs. 
 Continuous efforts are made to update curriculums and textbooks 
in nearly 20 fields of study.

College Education
 Reforms include: Digitisation of data of 15,000 college staff members; 
online attendance; distance learning; a YouTube channel was 
established – 1,800 lectures have been uploaded, resulting in 20,000 
subscribers; digitising 57 college libraries at a cost of Rs 135 million. 
 Seventeen new degree colleges will be established in districts of 
Hyderabad, Jacobabad, Jamshoro, Sanghar, Shikarpur, Sukkur, Umerkot 
and three districts of Karachi Division – Korangi, Malir and West.

  Cadet College for Women, Shaheed Benazirabad, the first institution 
of its kind in Pakistan, was established; it aims to provide quality 
education to female cadets. Rs 100 million were allocated for this 
college in FY 2021-22; Rs 292.55 million were earmarked for seven 
cadet colleges in Sindh. 

THE SINDH BUILDING CONTrOL 
AUTHOrITY AND

THE WOrKS & SErVICES 
DEPArTmENT

Automated Single-Window facility
The establishment of the single-window facility in the Sindh Building 

Control Authority (SBCA) is a remarkable achievement for the 
Government of Sindh (GoS), and the World Bank deserves special thanks 
for their contributions and collaborations with GoS, which is committed 
to making the province a competitive investment hub in Pakistan.

 The SBCA has established a function-oriented and modern single-
window facility for processing automated construction permits. As 
it is automated, it will facilitate the general public in expediting the 
submission, processing and tracking of their applications; as human 
interaction is minimised, transparency is increased.

The online system operates 24/7 to facilitate people and landowning 
agencies that are then interlinked through the system for e-verification, 
thereby reducing time and procedures. An e-payment facility is also 
provided for their ease.

SBCA has also started issuing QR codes with construction permits 
from September 2020 to differentiate legal construction activities 
from illegal ones, and the SBCA Smart App has been developed for the 
public to register complaints.

Due to continuous struggle and enforced reforms, Pakistan’s ranking 
in the World Bank Group’s Doing Business Report 2020 has improved 
by 28 points from 136 to 108, out of 190 economies. Concerning 
construction permits, a 54-point jump was made in the Doing Business 
Report 2020. This is a process and the Government of Sindh has 
seriously undertaken the task to improve its ranking in the forthcoming 

years. Karachi’s contribution to Pakistan’s ranking is 65%. The SBCA is 
working to improve the province’s business environment to transform 
Karachi into a competitive and business-friendly city. We look forward 
to building a better Pakistan.

THE WOrKS & SErVICES 
DEPArTmENT

A. Locally funded Projects
Improving 5,784 kilometres and constructing 4,053 kilometre-

long roads in Sindh by investing Rs 1,603 billion. Furthermore, 
various projects are being executed with the assistance of foreign 
donor agencies, wherein a 3,140.65 kilometre-long road network was 
completed within the last 10 years.

B. foreign Aided Projects
These include 3,140.65 kilometre-long road networks completed in 

the last 10 years. Through the Sindh Provincial Road Improvement 
Project (SPRIP), six roads in Sindh stretching over 328 kilometres 
have been improved; it was approved on November 14, 2015 for  
Rs 22.75 billion. A Road Asset Management System (RAMS) is being 
developed for the Works & Services Department, which will forecast 
the maintenance needs of all the roads in the province, along with GPS 
coordinates and an International Roughness Index.

C. Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Projects
The Works & Services Department has initiated five PPP Projects 

out of which the first three have been successfully completed: 
Dualisation of Hyderabad – Mirpurkhas Road; Bridge over River Indus 
at Jhirk-Mulla Katiyar; Karachi-Thatta Dual Carriageway; Kandhkot-
Ghotki Bridge; and the construction of the M9-N5 Link Road Project 
connecting Super Highway and National Highway.

future Projects Include:
 Larkana-Sukkur Dual Carriageway.
  Tando Muhammad Khan to Badin Roads and Khyber to Sanghar Roads.

THE TrANSPOrT & mASS 
TrANSPOrT DEPArTmENT (T&mTD)

Under T&MTD, the Government of Sindh has taken various 
initiatives to improve the transport system in the province, and the 
following projects have been implemented in Karachi.

red Line BrT Project
The project encompasses the Red Line Corridor (24.2 kilometres – 

from Numaish to Malir Halt Depot); Common Corridor Segment (2.4 
kilometres – from Municipal Park to Merewether Tower along M.A. 
Jinnah Road); and eight off-corridor direct and feeder service routes 
that connect the corridor to nearby communities. 

  The length of the main corridor is 29.1 kilometres and 2.7 kilometres 
for the common corridor. 
 Total cost: Rs 78 billion.
  One hundred and ninety-nine buses have been proposed; they 
will run on locally produced methane gas. The Chief Minister has 
accorded permission for the transfer of land for a biogas plant site 
at Landhi Cattle Colony. 
  The design is complete and the civil works contractor procurement 
process is in progress.  
  The groundbreaking ceremony took place in October 2021, and 
construction is to complete 24 months after that, and full operations 
will begin a further 12 months later.

Yellow Line BrT Project
Diesel-hybrid buses will run on a 21-kilometre corridor that will 

start from Korangi Industrial Area, Dawood Chowrangi in Landhi 
to Jam Sadiq Bridge, passing through the KPT interchange to FTC 
interchange, Shahrah-e-Faisal, Shahrah-e-Quaideen to the Kashmir 
Road Intersection (an integration point with the Red BRT corridor). 

  Total project costs: $438 million (The World Bank – $381.9 million 
and Sindh Government – $19.5 million).
  A total of 268 buses will be procured along with an ITS and fare 
collection system. 
  The project will be completed within four to six years and more 
than 400,000 people will benefit; it will provide safe and secure 
accessibility for women and people with limited mobility. 

Orange Line BrT (Abdul Sattar Edhi Line Project) 
  The project stretches from Town Municipal Administration Office 
(Orangi Town) to Jinnah University for Women Nazimabad, Karachi. 
  Total cost: Rs 2,364.191 million. 
  NESPAK is the Design and Supervision Consultant. 
  The project comprises the BRT corridor (3.88 kilometres) and 
includes four bus stations and one bus terminal.

Sindh Intra-District People Bus Service
  Through the Sindh Mass Transit Authority (SMTA), T&MTD has 
planned to utilise well-maintained public transport buses and 
operators on competitive intra-city routes. 
 Initially, 250 buses will be used. 
  Rs 45 million were initially allocated for the Transactions Advisory 
Services/Consultancy to prepare the project’s feasibility.  g

Hawkesbay Beach, Karachi.

Master plan of Halkani Scheme and Hawkesbay Scheme

A student in rural Sindh.

A student at a government school in Thatta District.

Sukkur, Sindh.

Green Line buses at Karachi Port.

The Red Line Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project.
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tale Of 
bygONe era

A
T the time of Partition, Urdu 
films were made in Bombay, 
Calcutta and Lahore. Punjabi 
movies were produced in what 
was then the capital of undivided 
Punjab. Karachi, the capital and 
the business centre of Pakistan 

had to wait until 1955 when the first flick Hamari 
Zaban, made in an improvised film studio, was 
released simultaneously in Karachi and Lahore. The 
audience in both the cities rejected it and curtains 
were dropped a week later.

The first proper filmmaking arena opened a year 
later when Eastern Film Studios spread over quite a 
few acres in SITE area opened its gates. Two notable 
movies to be released were Miss 56 and the first Sindhi 
film Umar Marvi, based on popular folk tale of Sindh. 
Miss 56, produced by J.C. Anand, a pillar of Pakistan’s 
movie industry, featured Meena Shorey, who had come 
from Bombay with her director-husband. The film was 
a moderate success. Meena stayed back in Pakistan 
while Roop K. Shorey left alone for Bombay. She went 
to Lahore and did quite a few movies but age was not 
on her side. Sadly, she died in abject poverty.

One of the movies shot in Eastern the same year 
was Kunwari Bewa, which was a dismal failure but 
it introduced a talented performer by the name 
of Shamim Ara. She was a gifted actress, who later 
proved her mettle as a director of no mean merit. She 
teamed up with two generations of actors – Santosh 
Kumar and Darpan on the one hand, and Waheed 
Murad and Nadeem, on the other. And it goes without 
saying that she excelled in all roles assigned to her on 
and off the screen, notably as the director of Satish 
Anand’s Haathi Mere Saathi. 

In so far as the introduction of new stars is concerned 
Fazle Ahmed Karim Fazli’s Chiragh Jalta Raha (1962) 
was a landmark. It introduced Zeba, Mohammed Ali 
and Deeba, all three of them turned into super stars. 
Kamal Irani got many supporting roles in movies 
made in Karachi but Arif, an artist in an ad agency 
who was assigned the male lead in the movie, did not 
get any acting assignment subsequently. Mohammed 
Ali, who was cast as a villain, played the bad guy for 
quite some time before his good looks began to get 
him romantic leads.

By the way, the same year in Dacca (as Dhaka was 
spelt in those days) we saw the release of Chanda, 
the first Urdu film to be produced in what was then 
East Pakistan. The film starred Shabnam, who was 
destined to be the top ranking heroine of several 
movies in Karachi and Lahore. Chanda had a musical 
score by her husband, Robin Ghosh, who too was to be 
a leading composer of Pakistan.

A year later came the release of Waheed Murad’s 
production Jabse Dekha Hai Tumhein in Eastern Film 
Studios. It marked the debut of Sohail Rana as a 
composer. Waheed did not risk casting himself in the 
film. He did so in Heera Aur Pathar, after he had been 
a success in filmmaker S.M. Yusuf’s hit movie Aulad. 
He got Pervez Malik to direct the movie which he did 
quite successfully. But the biggest success of the team, 
which included lyricist Masroor Anwar, was Armaan. 
It scored Platinum Jubilee.

Pervez had a Master’s degree in cinematography from 
the University of Southern California, and even after he 
moved to Lahore he continued to add to his laurels, not 

just in movies but also in the field of TV serials.    
An office boy in Waheed’s production room, who 

answered to the name of Badar Munir, played the 
male lead in the country’s first Pushto film Yusuf Khan 
Sherbano. The movie, shot in Karachi, attracted Pushto 
speaking viewers at home and abroad resulting in a 
spurt of Pushto flicks.

One of the finest performers that Karachi saw 
was Talat Hussain, who was groomed in radio, TV 
and on stage. He played a wide variety of roles 
in movies. His performance as a village doctor 
in Pervez Malik’s Gumnam (1983) got him the 

prestigious President’s Award for Best Actor. 
The film had debonair Nadeem in the male lead. 
Excessive smoking caused irreversible damage to 
Talat’s health and he had to call it a day. 

While on Nadeem (Nazeer Beg in real life), one can 
say that though he made his acting debut in Dacca 
and was crowned with success, his heart has been 
implanted in Karachi. He has starred in a number of 
movies, produced in Lahore, he returned to the capital 
of Sindh when Lahore became lull. While these lines 
are being penned, Nadeem is in Lahore completing 
his assignment in a Syed Noor’s movie.

In the field of music, one cannot ignore Deeboo 
Bhattacharya, who made his debut as the composer 
of lilting songs from Banjaran, picturised on Neelo. 
He left for Bangladesh. When? No one knows. 
Khalil Ahmed was another song-smith one cannot 
afford to ignore.

Music directors Nisar Bazmi and Nashad settled 
down in Karachi after migrating from India in the 
sixties. The latter gave a break to teenager Runa 

Laila who became a much sought-after vocalist not 
merely in Pakistan but also in BD where she moved 
with her parents after 1971. The one truly melodious 
singer to emerge in Karachi was Mehnaz. Sadly, she 
passed away when she was merely 48. Among the male 
singers to emerge in Karachi and reign supreme for 
years were Mehdi Hasan and Ahmed Rushdi. A piece 
on either of them would span hundreds of words. 

DOCUMENTARIES
A not to be ignored genre of filmmaking is the 

documentary (or short film) and Karachi has been 

the nursing ground for some very thought-provoking 
works in this field. The first and foremost name that 
crops up in one’s mind is that of Sharmeen Obaid-
Chinoy, who has one not one but two Academy 
Awards under her belt for her documentaries and the 
latest accolade that she received was in December 
2021when she was honoured by the British Human 
Rights Organisation.  The lady was applauded for 
“her inspiring leadership [and showing] great 
courage and compassion for fellow human beings.” 
She was awarded Hilal-e-Pakistan in 2012, which 
is not saying much in terms of appreciation. She 
deserved much more but the list of awards that came 
to her from abroad is quite long.

Sabiha Sumar, who had won the Golden Gate Award 
in San Francisco for her short film Who Will Cast the 
First Stone, wanted to make a documentary on the 
50th anniversary of Partition when she worked on the 
script of the much acclaimed Khamosh Pani, but luckily 
it turned it into a feature film, and quite a memorable 
one at that. Much of Sumar’s work relates to women who 

face great odds as they struggle against gigantic odds.
Former Senator Javed Jabbar who wrote and 

directed the script of the first English language movie 
of the country – Beyond the Last Mountain, which was 
also shot in Urdu and christened Musafir – had made 
quite a worthwhile documentary on Moenjodaro, but 
that was shown on PTV and not on a large screen. It 
is heartening to see that he hasn’t withdrawn himself 
from making documentaries. In December 2021, he 
screened his latest short film – Separation of East 
Pakistan: The Untold Story – in Lahore, Islamabad and 
finally Karachi.

 His illustrious daughter who made a few long plays 
for television and directed Ramchand Pakistani, shot 
in Thar close to the Kutch border, created a realistic 
atmosphere making the movie quite memorable.

Mushtaq Gazdar, who is known for chronicling 
the country’s cinema in his widely researched 
book, published by Oxford University Press, was a 
documentary maker who created quite a stir with 
They Are Killing the Horse, which won laurels abroad 
and got him the Pride of Performance Award at home. 

FILM FESTIvALS
The Pakistan Film Institute established in Karachi 

in the sixties organised the first ever international 
festival in Karachi. Held in Rex Cinema (demolished 
about 25 years ago) was the venue. The three classics 
that I can recall are Satyajit Ray’s Mahanagar, Closely 
Watched Trains from Czechoslovakia (the country had 
not split into two in those days), and a true classic 
Hiroshima Mon Amour from France. While there were 
three shows of all participating films, Mahanagar had 
as many as five and the audience comprised local 
Bengali speaking cinegoers.

The event was followed a few months later by 
festivals of classics from Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria. 

More recently cinema enthusiasts in Karachi, 
blessed with a taste for offbeat movies, got the 
opportunity to watch classics from all over the world, 
when the annual Kara Film Festival was held in 2001for 
six years. The audience got to meet some filmmakers 
from abroad too. Due to political disturbances in the 
country, the event had to be discontinued. KFF was 
revived in 2009 and as many as 60 film celebrities 
from all over the world took part in the event, when 
around 250 classics were screened but curtains had 
to be drawn on the festival when financial difficulties 
became impossible to surmount. 

 FILM STUDIOS IN KARACHI
Eastern was the first full-fledged studio in Karachi 

but the management failed to keep track of the time. 
Even when movies like Armaan and Doraha were 
being shot there, the songs were recorded in Lahore. 
Eastern’s next door neighbour Modern Studios was 
hardly a competitor. The third venue for filmmaking 
International Film Studios, which appeared on 
the scene in late 1970s catered to the demand of 
advertising film producers, but its shutters were 
downed when films became digitized. 

The Covid pandemic closed the doors of cinema 
houses and when they reopened in early December the 
movie that was released was the one made in Karachi, 
titled Khel Khel Mein distributed by Eveready. But the 
biggest hit of December in Karachi as also elsewhere in 
Pakistan was – no prizes for guessing – Spiderman. g
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Waheed Murad and Zeba Ali from a still of the film Armaan (1966).

A shoot is in session at Eastern Film Studios.

The first proper filmmaking arena opened in 1956 when 
Eastern Film Studios, spread over quite a few acres in SITE 
area, opened its gates. Two notable movies to be released 
were Miss 56 and the first Sindhi film Umar Marvi, based 
on a popular folk tale of Sindh.


